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Largest conservation restriction in

By NICK GRABBE
Special to The Recorder

LEVERETT — A large
tract of valley forest land will

be permanently proected

from development baf remain
open for public recreation
under & ground-breaking deai
hetween the owner, Jocal land

state

trusis and state and fed
agencl
The 3 426 seres, the equiv-
alent of 5.4 square miles,
centered on Brushy Mountair
T

3l

is
n

W aH continue to di
The project repres

Fecosgererey Robeds

i
Brushy Mountain in Leverett, a nearly 3,500-acre tract of land owned by Cowls that the state bought a conservation
restriction on, It is shown from Teawaddie Hill Road in Leverett,

® Land deal: Cowls will invest in business

From Page Al

and accepted restrietions
such as no cellphone or wind
towers -— and agreed to
adhere to the highest level of
forest management.
“This successful and
toric land conservation initia
tive is the result of a unique
partnership that will protect
Lhis treasure for genera-
tiong,”  said Gov. Deval
Patrick in a statement. *Th
tand will forever be home fo
iconie wildiife, while remain-
ing a productive working for-
est that supports local jobs
and allows hunters, anglers

and hikers to enjoy the great
outdoors.”

Honoring Jones

The Paul €. Jones
Working Forest is named for
a man who died Nov. 21 and
was a member of the eighth
generation to run W.D. Cowls,
the 12th-oldest family busi.
ness in the U.S.. dating from
1741, Cinda Jenes. his daugh-
ter and the president of the
company, said her [ather
spent his whole life promet.
ing public recreation on the
company's timberland in 23

towns. The company is the
largest private landowner in
Massachuseits

*It's so gratifying to name
it for him.” she said. “But it's
hard te do without him enjov-
ing it with us.” Hcr fami
has received mar quiries
about the land over the years,
from a Texas resort developer
to conservationists seeking 1o
preserve it, Jones said. But
the family was never tempted
until she received a phone
call four vears ago from
Kristin DeBoer.  executive
director of the Kestrel Land
Trust.

“Many family farms have
to make decisions to keep
them whole through different
generations,” Jones said.
“They often sell house lots or
subdivide part of it o keep
the land, We want to suslain
the family business over the
generations and the way we
find most compatible with
our missien of su able
not 0 de those
¢ o sell the devel-
.1gh£< ” About 82 mil
lion o the $8.8 million will go
to par capital gains taves,
and the Lompar\. has close tg
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$1 million in debts related to
a sawmill in North Ambherst
that ran al a loss before clos-
ing two years age, Jones
said. Some of the money will
go te renovaling the 14,400-
squdre-foot sawmill to make
it rentable, Jones said. The
company also plans to buy
more timherland, she said.

Cowls gels its income
from log sales, residential
and commereial rentals, cell-
phone tower loases and sand
and gravel sales, Jones said.
The recession of the last
three years helped propel the
sale of the development
rights on Brushy Mountain,
she said.

“It's what we had to do to
sustain our family business,”
she said.
“We're on the
ninth genera-

tion  and I
wunt ninge
more, and this
will help
guaranice -
that, U we .g
don’t conlinu-
ally  change
our  business
madel amd

reinvest, it

won'{ sur-
vive,”
DeBoer
called the
price ol $2,524
per acre,
which was

arrived at by
two indepond-
€ n t
appraisals, “a bargain.” The
Kestrel Land Trust eften
helps owners sell develop-
ment rights te farmland for
hetween $10,000 and $20,000
un aere, she said. This (ract
is 10 times bigger than the
largest land conscrvation
deal the trust has ever been
involved in, she said.

“The  forests of the
Pioneer Valley are part of our
qualily of life,” DeBoer said
“This maintains one of the
largest tracts of forest as for-
est. This i5 an outstanding
opportunily to create the
largest conservation restrie-
tion on private land ever in
Massacbusetts, right here in
the valley.”

Hadley and Amherst have
the largest and the second-
largest number of aercs in
the state’s  Agrieultural
Preservalion Restriction pro-
gram. DeBoer said she would
like 1o see local bill towns
hecome the leaders in forest
conservation.

Naanlb’e sanmhonc

uses. The two land (rusts
sceurcd  $339,600 from the
Western Massachusetts Land
Protection Fund and Saving
New England's Wildlife, and
a grani of $1 million came
from the states Exccutive
Office  of EBnergy and
Envirommental Affairs
Landscape Partnership Grant
Program. The state’s
Department of Fish and
Game contributed $1.46 mil-
lion from an open space bond
authorization and $500,008 in
lunds from the sale of fishing
and hunting licenses.

[liking, cross-eountry ski-
ing, hunling, fishing and
birdwatching have  been

allowed on the 3,486 acres,

and lhe new conservation
restriction  continues  this

public access,

horseback
riding on des-
ifgnaled
roads, camp-
ing for seven
days or less,
rock-climbing
and snowmo-
hiling are
allowed, bul
could be
o restricted  if
they  prove
detrimental
to the land,
Jones suid.

All-lerrain
and off-road
vehicles,
motoreyeles
and dirt bikes
are prohibit-
ed  becanse
they  eause
erosion, she said.

Public use of the land has
been a “valley seerel,” said
Jones, but she expects more
people to come because of
publicity about the conserva-
tion restriction. There are
swall parking areas off
Rattlesnake Gutter, Number
6, Dudleyville and Montague
roads, and signs identifying
the property’s location will
be posted at the major eniry
points. Bul the trails will not
be marked or maintained,
and no maps will be printed,
she said,

The land provides habitats
for moose, black bears, deer,
turkeys and bobeals, as well
as birds such as scarlet tan-
agers, Rlackburnian  war-
blers, wood thrushes, Canada
warblers amd  Louisiana
waterthrushes, according o
Mary Griifin, commissioner
of the Department of Fish
and Game. The village cen-
ters of North Leverett and
Shutesbury, where  three
wells are located, are less
than a half mile from Brushv

Bieyeling and -

the deal was finalized. She
‘has lived near the mountain
jall her hife; hikes there sever-
“al times a week, und does
research on Native American
history.

“Pm thrilled with this"

Isbe said. “It i an amaring
mountain, with a great deal
of local early Levereit and
Native American history, Te
have il pretecled has been a
drecam of mine forever.”
- Joee Larson eof Petham,
‘who has hunfed on Brushy
Mountain, was invelved in
the land deal as a member of
the staie’s Fisheries and
Wildlite Board.

“1 think this is ceally a
tremendous achicveinent,” he

said. “It sets an ouistanding
example of how private own-
ership and stewardship of
natural resources can be
joined with valuable public
avesss. U'm overy happy 1o
have been part of #.”

U8 Hep. John Olver, D-
Awmherst, who helped secure
the federal funding, said he
has hiked Brushy Mounlain.
“Millions of people live with-
in an hour or twe of this rare
and special plaee,” he said
a statement. “It’s gratifying
o know that it will always
remain both a recreational
awd an economic assel in the
valley.”

State

Sen. Stan

Rosenberg, It Aomlier
praised  Lhe  pullie-pei
partnership that resulled in
ihe deal. “Treserving fhese
wilderness wnd seenie areas
for all lo eujpoy van only be
achivved when  goverminest
ageneies sl private econ
Lornn continge in work
topgether,” he sadd i o slare
BHITS

Jep  Siesen
Worthington,
Lawerst] in ihe Lipudatire, VY
oy pleased thad the lamt witt
continue o b saslainabliy
managed, thes conbvibaling:
to  our region's  natural
resouree-baged econoniy.” he
said in 4 slatenwent.

wulik, §3-
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ﬂ Paul O Jones Waking Farest - 3, 480 agras

Protacted Qpen Spoce

DeBoer said the deal doe
not create a park, and (b
infention is noi Lo have th
1,486 aeres becowme a desting
Hisn spol,

“The focus is on public us
that is sell-pewered,” sb
said. “There are no loik
ineilitios, no warming shed
oy visiters cenler This
woods, and if you van nav
gale on your own, it's & gres
place e walk aroand. That
what the valley is all abou
we frove the opperiunity
fogreat sehools and the
spend an afternoon  hikir
with  our lamily in ¢}
woads.”




