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If it is approved, the proposed Tennessee Gas Pipeline 
(TGP) will cut a swath across 44 municipalities in western and 
northern Massachusetts from the New York state line to Dracut, on 
the New Hampshire border near Lowell, MA, It will bring fracked 
gas from Pennsylvania fields. The proposed route cuts through 
wildlife preserves, state parks, family farms, towns, over and 
under the Deerfield River and Connecticut River—and through 
numerous public and private lands conserved under Article 97 of the 
Massachusetts constitution. 1

The Franklin Land Trust is working with the Massachusetts Land 
Trust Coalition (MLTC), a group of 101 lands trusts throughout 
the state, to raise concern regarding the pipeline and encourage 
state policymakers and state and federal legislators to oppose it. 
While we value public events during this struggle, and we applaud 
the growing number of towns along the proposed route that have 
passed resolutions opposing the pipeline, the final decision to license 
the pipeline rests with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
or FERC. Therefore, our coalition is concentrating its efforts at this 
critical level.

Unfortunately, if FERC approves the TGP plan, neither the state nor 
the conservation community can stop construction. With FERC 
approval comes a right of eminent domain to appropriate any publicly 
or privately owned land—conserved or not—for the pipeline. 

At some point in the future, the only open, undeveloped land in 
Massachusetts will be public and private conservation land. Allowing 
TGP to construct a pipeline through Article 97 conservation lands 
would set a terrible precedent. Every time there is a perceived need 
for a pipeline, power line, or any other project defined as a “public 
improvement,” conserved land will be targeted as the path of least 
resistance.

Massachusetts voters approved land conservation as a public good. 
Taxpayer dollars, as well as funds from individual donors and 
foundations, helped place open land in conservation to protect water 
and air quality, support farming, forestry and fisheries, and provide 
the public with recreational opportunities. It would be a travesty to 
allow conserved land to be seized for the TGP without extensive 
efforts to confirm both the need for this pipeline and the route 
proposed.

What will become of the land?
In 1872, when Teddy Roosevelt first set aside land for what  
would become Yosemite National Park, he faced many of the issues that we do 
today: pollution, lack of public awareness, distrust and defiance of the federal 
government, and a general sense that open land and its resources should not 
belong to all the American people. 

By 1964, when Lyndon Johnson signed the Wilderness Act, there were more devastating pressures 
on open land: millions of pounds of DDT were being spread each year; rampant clear-cutting was 
decimating western forests; wild rivers were dammed with little understanding of the consequences; 
and bounties on mountain lions, coyotes, wolves, weasels, hawks and owls moved these natural 
predators closer to extinction.

There is one wilderness area in Massachusetts and 38 state parks, forests, and reservations in 
Western Massachusetts alone. Yet, in the last census, 93% of our state’s land was privately owned. 
What becomes of that land when ownership changes?

By collaborating with landowners, communities, state and federal agencies, and foundations, 
the Franklin Land Trust has already conserved more than 28,000 acres with special attention 
to agricultural and woodland productivity, passive public use and conservation of scenic vistas 
characteristic of our region—and vital to our economy. But development —in various forms—will 
continue unabated. It is up to us to ask and answer serious questions:

f Will we become a region of suburbs with farms and woodlands enclosed and eventually absorbed 
by development?

f What balance should we seek between safeguarding open land and major construction on our 
most-loved scenic vistas? 

f How do we accommodate a growing population on a finite amount of land that must serve many 
purposes? 

f How do we sustain the most beautiful and productive natural areas in New England?

On page 3, you will find a briefing on the latest threat to local conserved land and open space. 
Despite the formal intention of the landowners, state and federal funding and Massachusetts law, 
this land can be claimed by eminent domain, ravaging family farms and degrading watersheds and 
the character of rural villages. 

Once land is gone, it is gone forever. Stripped, bulldozed, paved and covered with construction, its 
beauty and economic value are lost to future generations. 

As a land trust, we must have a long-term view of the region we serve. People conserve their land 
through us believing that what they have loved and stewarded for generations will always remain in 
the state in which they left it. 

We take that trust very seriously, and we hope you will as well by supporting FLT.

 

Sincerely,

Richard K. Hubbard
Executive Director
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The Meaning of the Word: 
Threats to Conservation Land by the Tennessee Gas Pipeline

Thus far, FLT and its MLTC coalition 
partners have taken these actions:

SENT A LETTER TO GOVERNOR PATRICK AND THE 
SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

expressing our serious concerns about the pipeline and 
asking the Governor to defend his legacy of more than 

100,000 acres of land conserved during his administration. 

MET WITH REPRESENTATIVE ANNE GOBI, co-chair of 
the Joint Committee on Natural Resources and Agriculture, 
to voice opposition to the pipeline, especially as it affects 

conservation lands. 

HELPED FOUND A NEW COALITION, NORTHEAST 
ENERGY SOLUTIONS, which has retained an experienced 
energy attorney to represent us in before FERC and Kinder 

Morgan. NEES has three central goals: to advocate for 
the most rigorous analysis of the need for this gas, and of 

alternatives to the proposed pipeline; to keep pipeline routes 
away from conservation land and other sensitive areas; to 
secure mitigation and damages for affected parties if the 

pipeline is approved.

STRONGLY VOICED THEIR CONCERNS TO THE OFFICE 
OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS, requesting a 
meeting between the land trusts and Kinder-Morgan (parent 
company of TGP) to outline objection to any route that would 

involve seizing conserved land.

SENT THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE FRANKLIN 
LAND TRUST TO MEET WITH MASSACHUSETTS’ 

CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION to educate and inform 
them about the pipeline and encourage them to encourage 

FERC to deny TGP a license.

1 In 1972 Massachusetts voters approved Article 97, granting people the right to a clean environment and authorizing the Commonwealth to acquire 
conservation easements.   Article 97 was intended to be a legislative ‘check’ to ensure that lands acquired for conservation purposes were not converted 
to other inconsistent uses. In 1974,  Attorney General Robert Quinn clarified the requirement that any disposition of conserved lands requires a two-
thirds vote of the Massachusetts legislature. That legal opinion can be seen at http://lawdigitalcommons.bc.edu/ealr/vol3/iss3/6/.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS about the pipeline 
can be seen, with references to documents, at: 
www.massplan.org/annotated-faq

FLT properties affected by the Kinder Morgan Pipeline proposal

http://lawdigitalcommons.bc.edu/ealr/vol3/iss3
www.massplan.org/annotated
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Maple Acres Farm:  
Conserving Land and A Way of Life 

Four generations of Sarafins have farmed the fields and 
forests of Maple Acres Farm. In 1941, Henry and Priscilla Sarafin 
began farming the land where they raised four children. Priscilla 
captured the landscape she loved in oil paintings, and Henry logged 
their woods with a two horse-powered rig—literally pulled by a pair 
of Belgian draft horses. Henry managed their woodlands in this envi-
ronmentally friendly way and also worked with the MA Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife to do low-impact timber cuts in the Hiram 
H. Fox Wildlife Management Area, which abuts Maple Acres Farm. 
Henry worked the land into his seventies with his sons: haying the 
fields to feed their horses, harvesting trees, and milling lumber at the 
farm’s sawmill. In the fall, they would give hay rides to people visiting 
nearby Ireland Street Orchard. 

Today, the family continues living off the land. Henry’s sons, 
brothers Kim and Paul Sarafin, manage Maple Acres Farm, milling 
timber, raising a small herd of beef cattle, haying their fields and 
seasonally haying fields owned by the Department of Fish and 
Game to encourage nesting by wood-cock, turkey and grouse.  
But times are harder. The nearby orchard is no longer in business. 
Timber is infrequently harvested from state lands. Lumber prices 
went down after the housing market collapse and economic down-
turn. Aging equipment needed to be replaced. Barns needed to be 
repaired.  Running a farm is never easy, but this past decade has been 
particularly hard.

The Sarafin family looked for ways to help with needed investments 
in the farm. In 2005, they enrolled in a Farm Viability Covenant. In 
return for committing to continuing to manage the land as a farm for 
10 years, they were awarded funds to help improve their operation. 
Later, they were contacted by AT&T and signed a lease agreement for 
a cell-tower to be placed on their land (yet to be built). The final piece 
of the plan was the family’s application to conserve the land through 
an Agricultural Preservation Restriction. This would allow the 
family to permanently sell development rights for the farm, adding 
value to make the farm secure while retaining all the land within the 
family for future generations. 

The land comprises approximately 30 acres of field and buildings, 
with the balance of 40 acres in forest. In 2012, the Sarafin family, 
reached out to Franklin Land Trust to help them through the 
long, complicated process of working with the state to conserve 
their land. The APR ultimately required more than two years to 
complete and involved outlays for survey and other needed legal 
work. Franklin Land Trust worked with the family to obtain grants 
from The Westfield Wild and Scenic River Committee and the 1772 
Foundation to help offset these costs. 

The land itself is a “hole in the donut,” surrounded by nearly 8,000 
contiguous acres of publicly protected land and centered on the 
nearby east branch of the Westfield River, designated a National Wild 
and Scenic River. The protected land includes the 3,200 acre Hiram 

RECENT LAND PROJECTS

Sarafin Family 
54 ACRES, WEST CHESTERFIELD, MA
Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) held by the  
MA Department of Agricultural Resources, May 2014. 

H. Fox Wildlife Management Area, managed for wildlife habitat 
and recreation by the MA Department of Fish and Game (DFG); 
2,430 acres of the Knightville Dam Wildlife Management Area, 
also managed by DFG and containing a campground maintained 
by the US Army Corps of Engineers; 2,343 acres of the Gilbert Bliss 
State Forest, owned by the MA Department of Conservation and 
Recreation used by the public for hunting, hiking and picnicking; 
and The Trustees of Reservations’ Chesterfield Gorge. The Hiram 
Fox WMA includes 1,000 acres designated an Important Bird Area, 
selected as a site for long-term study of forest nesting birds such as 
the Red-eyed vireo, Ovenbird and Black-throated green warbler. 

In May 2014 the land was conserved, allowing the Sarafin family to 
continue owning and stewarding the land their parents had loved. 
Fifty-four acres of the Sarafin farm are now protected by the APR, 
leaving aside 16 acres with the house, sawmill, cell-tower exclusion 
and additional land for a potential home for future generations. 
Paul Sarafin’s son Ben and his two sons, Michael and Henry, are 
already involved in managing the farm. They help with the haying, 
lumbering and milling. And young Henry—named after his great-
grandfather—has started a maple syrup enterprise. He began with 
25 taps in 2013 and has expanded to nearly 75. He hopes to keep it 
growing for the next generation in this farming family. 

WORKING TOGETHER SINCE 2011, FRANKLIN LAND 
TRUST AND FOUR FAMILIES HAVE CONSERVED  
750 ACRES IN HAWLEY.  

The core of this conservation effort is the 525-acre Singing Brook 
Farm Trust conservation restriction, a fourth-generation family-
owned property managed for timber, wildlife and recreation. 
Abutting the Singing Brook Farm Trust property are three smaller 
properties, totaling almost 70 acres, belonging to members of the 
Sears family and protected with conservation restrictions. Richard 
Ohmann of Labelle Road granted a conservation restriction on 155 
acres of his land that protects an actively managed forest, a growing 
beaver pond, streams and hayfield. 

“I wanted to make sure the land would stay as it is,” Ohmann 
said, “without commercial development, but open to people of 
neighboring towns for pretty much the same recreational activities 
they enjoy now. Franklin Land Trust showed the way, and guided me 
and my family through a complex process.”

These properties contain well managed forests with diverse wildlife 
habitat and add to already existing blocks of conservation land. The 
Singing Brook Farm Trust and Sears conservation restrictions are 
adjacent to the Kenneth Dubuque Memorial Forest. The Ohmann 
property connects to the 250-acre MA Department of Fish and 
Game’s Hawley Natural Heritage Area to the west and two privately 
owned conserved properties to the north. 

The Sarafin Family

Against All Odds, 
Hawley Project Closes

The Hawley project was approved for funding about the time Hawley 
found itself reeling from the environmental, economic and political 
impacts of Hurricane Irene. Landowners and funding partners 
showed great patience in working through Hawley’s difficult 
time while continuing to partner with Franklin Land Trust in an 
important land conservation effort.

The Hawley Focus Area Project was funded in part by the 
Commonwealth’s Landscape Partnership Grant Program that 
seeks to preserve large, unfragmented, high-value conservation 
landscapes, including working forests and farms. Private funding 
sources included the Open Space Institute’s Western Massachusetts 
Land Protection Fund, which supports the conservation of forested 
landscapes in western Massachusetts with a focus on protecting 
wildlife habitat and compatible human uses, such as sustainable 
forestry and low-impact recreation. The Fields Pond Foundation 
and William P. Wharton Trust supported the acquisition of the five 
conservation restrictions as well. The Franklin Land Trust secured 
short term loans from The Conservation Fund to purchase the 
conservation restrictions which are co-held by FLT and the Town 
of Hawley. 

Historic stonewalls found within the Singing Brook Farm Trust

RECENT LAND PROJECTS
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Q: With all the donations of land and development rights to the land trust over the years,  
isn’t the organization rich by now?

A: When conservation restrictions (CR) on land are donated to us, the development rights on that piece of land are technically extinguished, 
not transferred to us. FLT accepts the responsibility of monitoring the CR, and thus we say we “hold” the CR, but it has no monetary value. The 
value of the CR is considered a tax-deductible contribution to FLT, but not one we can ever “cash-in”. 

Thanks to our mission to conserve land forever, when land is donated to us for conservation purposes, we are legally and ethically prevented 
from selling it for development. From time to time, we purchase important lands that are for sale, place a conservation restriction on it, and 
sell it to a buyer who wants the land for agriculture, forestry, or its scenic value. The price we can sell conserved land for is determined by a 
licensed appraiser, and our transactions are monitored by the IRS to insure that we follow regulations appropriate to our non-profit status. On 
rare occasions, we purchase land and need to sell a small portion of it to pay for the cost of purchasing and conserving the rest. This is called 
limited development and is a relatively common practice for land trusts around the country. 

All of our land and CR purchases are made possible through grants and donations. We rely on every single one of your membership dollars and 
donations to keep the organization running, paying staff and office costs to conduct the day to day work of conserving the special places and 
character of our region.

Conserved land helps protect 
our drinking water, streams, 
and rivers, while forests on 
those lands help remove 
pollution from the air. 
Every $1 invested in land conservation 
returns $4 in natural goods and services 
to the Massachusetts economy in the 
form of water quality protection, air 
pollution removal, and storm water 
management. 

For the past two years, I’ve looked forward to fall field 
season as a chance to re-acquaint myself with the landscape of 
Franklin County. I’ve also come to warily regard it as the beginning 
of an organizational challenge that will plague me well into winter. 
Every glorious day in the field visiting our conserved properties 
generates a mountain of mud-smeared, crumpled, nearly-illegible 
notes, maps, and marked-up deeds that must be pieced together into 
a coherent record back in the office. This fall, however, I’m optimistic. 
A tip from one of our volunteers promises to streamline the way 
FLT’s land stewards collect and organize data in the field.

Near the end of summer, a monitoring report with some very 
unusual looking photo pages came across my desk. Each photo had 
an embedded compass bearing and coordinates, data that I usually 
collect using three different devices and organize on two separate 
forms. I called the report’s author that afternoon and learned that 
she’d gathered and processed most of her data on an iPad. I was 
impressed and mentioned the report to Will and Mary. A few days 
later, I arrived at work to find an iPad donated by FLT member and 
Volunteer Monitor, Carole Fuller nestled among the compasses and 
GPS units that clutter our stewardship locker.

Despite my youth, I’m a bit of a Luddite. So I approached the 
challenge of figuring out how mobile technology might fit into 
FLT’s fall stewardship routine with healthy skepticism. The app our 
volunteer used to generate compass bearings and coordinates for her 
photos was a doozy, but one new trick alone wouldn’t merit taking a 
delicate and expensive tool into the field. However, I quickly found 
that the iPad had a number of useful applications—and I use that 
word in the analog sense. It is an ideal mobile library, enabling Will 
and I to bring the complete record of deeds and surveys for a given 
property with us into the field, and it’s a useful note-taking tool as 
well. The combined benefit of these three functions has slimmed my 
field kit considerably and diminished the scope of the post-fieldwork 
organizational marathon in equal proportion.

Of course, updating my fieldwork routine to incorporate a new tool 
had its share of missteps. In late September, I ventured onto a large 
parcel with boundary information from two surveys, the CR, and 
three deeds glowing gently at my fingertips and got myself lost in 
less than ten minutes. Sitting at the corner of a stone wall and paging 
through the digital mountain of data I’d brought along, I realized my 
error. Convenient access to information—even the right information 
for the job—is no substitute for taking the time to understand how 
that material relates to the task at hand before diving in. It’s a lesson 
I’m glad to be reminded of, as I am given to chiding iPhone-wielding 
birders by pointing out that, while the Sibley App is a great reference, 
by itself, it can’t make observations needed to inform a correct ID. 

Mobile technology can streamline the work we do, but only in 
combination with the preparation and presence of mind that 
characterize old-school woodscraft. When honored, the promise 
of this balance is considerable. With an iPad in hand, I’ll be able 
to make references, gather data, and translate my field work more 
efficiently than ever… and also dedicate even more of my attention 
to the essential work of stewardship: sharp, engaged, and creative 
observation of the land we all treasure. 

Mobile Technology Meets 
Old-School Woodscraft
by Joshua Morse

Stewardship Caring for Lands Conserved

Land Stewards Josh & Will utilize mobile technology in the field

Q&A

More Than a Beautiful View: 
The Value of Open Space 

FLT has facilitated the protection of 564,760 ft of 
riparian habitat over the roughly 28,000 acres that 
we conserve. That is about 106 miles of stream and 
river and pond edge, just shy of twice the length of the 
MA stretch of the CT River, forever protecting streams 
where wild trout like this one are born.

Franklin Land Trust was awarded a $50,000 grant from the Department of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR) Recreational Trails Program to establish and improve access to 
FLT's 92 acre Walnut Hill Woods Conservation Area (WHWCA). The proposed trail is 
located along the discontinued Maynard Hill Road in Buckland. Maynard Hill Rd. is the 
only legal access to WHWCA. In 1938 the infamous hurricane washed out Maynard 
Hill Rd. and subsequent storms have continued to wash out and gully the right of way. 
The 3,500 feet of trail, covered by the grant, will see a number of structures such as 
retaining walls, stairs and drainage to protect the trail from further erosion and establish 
a walking surface that will be safe and comfortable to the hiking public who wish to visit 
the abundant upland natural resources found in the WHWCA. This is a 2 year grant which 
will support FLT working with the Student Conservation Association's (SCA) expert trail 
crews. FLT stewardship staff will assist SCA members on this project. FLT is continuing 
to seek donations and grant funds to complete the fundraising needed for this extensive 
trail project. 

For more information: Will Sloan Anderson, Head Land Steward, (413) 625-9151 x107. 

From left: Rep Peter Kokot, D, Northampton; Rep Stephen 
Kulik, D, Worthington; Senator Stanley Rosenberg, 
Majority Leader, D, Amherst; Alain Peteroy; Will Sloan 
Anderson; DCR Commissioner Jack Murray

FLT awarded DCR Grant to improve access to Walnut HIll Woods Conservation Area 

Agriculture, forestry and 
commercial fishing are a major 
contributor to our economy.
These industries and related processing 
are responsible for $13 billion in output 
and 147,000 jobs in Massachusetts.

Our scenic areas support 
tourism and recreation, which 
brings revenue to our area and 
provides jobs.
Outdoor recreation generates $10 billion 
in consumer spending that generates 
revenue for communities through sales 
tax revenues. Approximately 90,000 
jobs in our state are related to recreation.
Conserved lands contribute to our 
quality of life, which has been ranked 
as the number one asset for attracting 
businesses to the state.

For an extensive report on the return on 
investment in land conservation, visit: 
www.tpl.org/return-investment-parks-
and-open-space-massachusetts

www.tpl.org/return-investment-parks-and-open-space-massachusetts
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               Find us on Facebook 

FranklinLandTrust.org
(413) 625-9151

DECEMBER 10 
Valley Gives Day 
www.razoo.com/fltrust

Open House 5-7pm 
Franklin Land Trust, 5 Mechanic St, Shelburne Falls

DECEMBER 27  

Concert Against the Pipeline 
Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls
Organized by Jeffrey Foucault and Signature Sounds, a benefit 
for FLT’s efforts against the proposed pipeline.   

JANUARY 31  

Full Moon Snowshoe Hike 
6-8pm, Schloezel Farm, Hawley

JANUARY – MAY 

Attracting Swallows to Conservation Land 
with Mara Silver & Josh Morse. Series of three workshops in 
Deerfield, Shelburne and Conway (exact dates TBD)

FEBRUARY 21  

Winter Tracking Workshop  
with naturalist Charley Eiseman, 10am-1pm, Hawley

APRIL 4 

Woodcock Walk & Bonfire 
5-7pm, Guyette Farm, Plainfield

WINTER EVENTS

Support FLT on Valley Gives Day 
December 10, 2014

Franklin Land Trust is one of the hundreds of nonprofits participating in the third 
annual Valley Gives Day scheduled for December 10, 2014. Valley Gives Day is an 
innovative online fundraising event that encourages individuals to donate as much 
money as possible in support of their favorite charities in just twenty-four hours.

Throughout the day, donors will be randomly chosen and your gift may be amplified 
with a Golden Ticket adding $1,000 in support of our organization. Please mark your 
calendars and help us win! 

How you can help to maximize our success:
⊲  MARK YOUR CALENDAR for 12.10.14

⊲  BOOKMARK OUR VALLEY GIVES PAGE: www.razoo.com/fltrust

⊲  SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-MAIL LIST to receive Valley Gives updates and 
reminders.

⊲  FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK (facebook.com/fltrust) and TWITTER (@flandtrust), 
and build excitement USING THE HASHTAG: #VALLEYGIVES

⊲  SPREAD THE WORD! Send your family and friends a personal note with reasons 
why you believe in our work, and why they should give on 12.10.14.

⊲  ATTEND OUR OPEN HOUSE on 12.10.14. Refreshments will be served.

Valley Gives Day Raffle
Everyone who donates to FLT on Valley Gives Day will be entered into a raffle to win 
a Josh Simpson “MegaPlanet” glass sculpture (www.megaplanet.com), a Nina Coler 
print (www.ninacoler.com), a D2R2 registration, 2 lift tickets from Berkshire East and 
much more!  Attend our Open House to double your chances of winning!

mailto:lalvord@franklinlandtrust.org
FranklinLandTrust.org
www.razoo.com/fltrust
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