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What will your legacy be?
For nearly 30 years, the Franklin Land Trust has protected the places that you love.  The hills and 
valleys of our region—with their rivers, forests, farms, sugar bush, rambling old New England 
roads, and small towns steeped in history—are a unique and precious resource that  benefit our 
health, our economy, and our community.  The quality of  life we enjoy through our deep connection 
with the land should not, however, be taken for granted. It requires all of us to be vigilante about 
ensuring that the places you love continue to define this beautiful corner of the planet

Most of you reading this note already contribute towards the success of our conservation mission 
on an annual basis. This support allows us to respond quickly when a land conservation opportunity 
presents itself, and for that we are so very grateful. By doing so you are supporting your entire 
community! But for each precious resource that we protect, we are making a commitment to 
steward that property until the end of time – beyond when any of us are here to watch over it.  Your 
legacy gift will allow us to continue to build a solid foundation; a way to ensure that your children 
and their children, for generations to come, will be able to enjoy the same landscapes and quality 
of life that you enjoy today.

Planning your estate is an important way to provide for your loved ones. Including the Franklin 
Land Trust in your estate plans is a great way to achieve your financial goals, while ensuring 
that the natural world and places you cherish remain an important part of life here in western 
Massachusetts.

We would be honored to enroll you in our Legacy Society. Please contact us at (413) 625-9151 to 
learn more.

Richard K. Hubbard
Executive Director

By September, home gardens and fields look a bit blowsy 
and tired. But behind the scrim of trees along Route 5/10 
in Deerfield, a swath of bright colors parallels a branch of 
the Deerfield River. 

Pioneer Gardens is barely visible from the main road; you need a 
satellite view to get a sense of the operation. Or you can stand with 
co-owner Jaap Molenaar in the central yard as forklifts and trucks 
move among three acres of greenhouses near the center of 80+ acres 
of field. 

If it’s possible to have farming in your DNA, Jaap has it. His family 
has had a vegetable and flower farm near Amsterdam, Holland 
since 1862. In World War II, occupying Germans blockaded cities 
and flooded large areas to slow the Allies’ advance. Without food or 
fuel in a hard winter, thousands of Dutch died of starvation or were 
permanently impaired by malnutrition. His family’s farm was a 
means of survival, and Jaap absorbed their respect for farmland.

Coming into the Light—A Plant’s Journey
About 60 percent of Pioneer’s operation is greenhouse; 40 acres are 
field plants and 40 acres cover crops on fallow land. Plants make a 
carefully planned journey from cutting or tissue culture to shipment 
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Amsterdam to Deerfield:  
New Roots for a Family Farming Heritage 

throughout the U.S. and Canada. They begin in a greenhouse with 
shade curtains and booms that move slowly overhead, releasing fog-
like mist in just the right amount at the right times for each seedling 
in its sleeve of peat and perlite. When the plants develop roots, they 
move to a dryer, brighter house kept at 70 degrees in colder weather. 
Mycorrhizal fungi, normally found in soil, are introduced to help 
roots absorb more moisture and nutrients. A third house holds some 
of the “mother stock” used for propagating. Strategically located 
“banker plants” host, among other beneficial insects, cereal aphids 
raised on barley, rye, or wheat; these insects become food for a small, 
parasitic wasp that preys on aphids that attack ornamentals. Some 
of the beneficial insects are grown by Franklin County Technical 
School in a “nursery for good bugs”; others are purchased and or 
raised by Pioneer.

Chilly air flows out as Jaap enters a tall warehouse. “We contract 
grow the largest peony collection in North America,” he notes, “both 
old types with limited availability and newly developed varieties. 
Juergen Steininger, the breeder, creates new types of peonies to 
market, plants that have qualities customers want: longer bloom 
times, fragrance, and shorter, stronger stems that don’t need staking. 
This is where we sort, label and store them for shipment.” 

W R ITTEN BY CA ROLE FULLER

“I am passionate about land conservation because I know what 
happens to communities around them when farms disappear.” 

Jaap Molenaar, Pioneer Gardens

Continued on page 4

Melissa Patterson joins FLT 
Melissa Patterson joins the Franklin Land Trust staff team as 
the new Project Coordinator. Melissa will be working with the 
Massachusetts Woodlands Institute on a new program designed 
to help landowners protect and enhance wildlife habitat with 
a focus on birds. This partnership between the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation, the Massachusetts Woodlands 
Institute, the Massachusetts Audubon Society, and NRCS will 
provide expertise, assistance and funding for landowners to 
improve wildlife habitat in their woods.

Melissa joins FLT from the Student Conservation Association’s (SCA) Massachusetts AmeriCorps 
program. She served as both the Conservation Coordinator and the Program Director during her 
seven years with the program. While at SCA, Melissa had the opportunity to work alongside FLT 
staff to coordinate a wide variety of projects and trainings at both the Guyette Farm and Walnut 
Hill Woods properties.

Melissa began working in the conservation field as a trail crew leader with the Vermont Youth 
Conservation Corps and at Merck Forest and Farmland Center as a stewardship educator. She 
received a B.A in environmental studies from Allegheny College and holds a teaching certificate in 
elementary education. When she isn’t at work she loves to run, go on slow walks with her old dog, 
and cross country ski.
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C all it farm access, making farmland affordable, or good 
old Yankee ingenuity, every farmer tells a different 
story about how they built their farm. Pioneer Gardens 
is a great example of how the Agricultural Preservation 

Restriction (APR) program helps make land purchases affordable for 
farmers.  An APR pays the landowner for the development value of 
the farmland, thus rendering it less costly for future farmers to buy. 

In many cases, unrestricted farmland that comes up for sale on the 
market will likely be lost to development if we do not act quickly. 
FLT, in partnership with interested farmers, often borrows funds 
to purchase land at risk once we know it will be eligible for APR 
funding. We will then work with the farmers and the Department of 
Agricultural Resources to process the APR and sell the land to the 
farmer.  FLT must be prepared to hold the land and incur interest 
from the loan since in many cases, APR funding may not be available 
for two or three years.

Large bins are piled high with bare-root peonies. Selected plants 
travel a long, programmed conveyor belt that photographs passing 
plants, sizes them, and identifies how many each worker prepared. 
Rows of stacked, wrapped trays mount nearly to the roof, holding 
plants for shipment at the right planting times. By winter, the 
warehouse will be filled with prepared trays.

How the Gardens Grew 
“While I was at agricultural college,” Jaap recalls, “I had an internship 
with a landscaping business in Rochester, New Hampshire. A bulk 
supplier offered me a job after I finished college. At 21, I went into 
sales, covering southern New England. At the time, most of the 
perennial plants we sold came from Holland. Import restrictions 
required plants to be cut back, washed, and shipped. By the time they 
arrived, they took longer to recover and grow. There was a market 
for domestically produced perennials delivered earlier in the season. 

“A colleague’s family had a dairy farm, so we rented some land with 
the idea of finding a grower for our plants. We had hoped to locate 
in Long Island, coastal New Jersey or even southern Connecticut. 
Deerfield is pretty far north—the growing season starts later and 
ends by mid-November. But when we couldn’t find a contractor, I 
gave up half my sales accounts and started growing. Four years later, 
I gave up my remaining accounts, my colleague gave up all his sales, 
and we committed to growing in Deerfield. (We just celebrated our 
23rd anniversary, but our start really goes back to 1992.”) 

Finding Affordable Land
“The Valley has good land available, but in the beginning, we had 
seven landlords. We use cover crops, so we paid rent while the land 
rested. You need to be sure you can plant again when that cycle 
ends, but one year, the landlord said ‘thanks a lot’ and used the field 
himself. Now we own most of our land—just two landlords for a 
small amount of acreage. 

“Initially, a friend on the Deerfield Land Trust board invited me to 
join. I accepted because I saw the little town where I grew up change 
almost beyond recognition. Zoning is different in Holland; the land 
is specifically allocated for farming or housing. In order to change 
the zoning it has to be for the common good and the government will 
take it by eminent domain or zoning changes are made. By the time 
I left, the government needed more land for housing, and it had to 
come from farmers. In less than 10 years, 8,000 new houses stood on 
what had been farmland.

“All the land we own is under APR (Agricultural Preservation 
Restriction). If you don’t have farmland in your family, it is very 
difficult to afford acreage at market value. Without APRs, pressure 
for development drives prices beyond what most farmers can afford. 
New farmers need the APR to get started. People like Sidehill Farm 
or Atlas Farm didn’t come from farm families. They chose this life 
and are succeeding because of APR lands. 

“One of the biggest parcels we bought was the Allen family farm, 
with 37 tillable acres. If Carlos Allen had not put his land into APR, 
we could not have built our business.”

“I understand the need for housing, but 
there has to be conscious consideration of 
how valuable productive farmland is and 
a way to keep it affordable for generations 

who come after us.” 
Jaap Molenaar, Pioneer Gardens

A Tool for the Land: APR

Slate Estate
Huckle Hill Road, Bernardston, 106 acres
The Department of Fish & Game reached out to FLT to 
collaborate on the conservation of 106 acres of land surrounded 
on all sides by Satan’s Kingdom Wildlife Management Area 
in Bernardston. DFG reportedly has been in contact with the 
Slate family on and off since 1973. Forty years later, over 100 
acres of forest and interior forest wetlands are now conserved. 
This region contains high quality “Biomap Core” habitat and 
is added to Satan’s Kingdom WMA which is open to the public 
for recreation including hiking, hunting and fishing.

PA R T N E R S H I P S  &  P R O J E C T  U P D A T E S

Shaping the Farm’s Future
“We employ 40-50 people, and keep most of them working year-
round, unusual in this industry. We pay a sustainable wage and 
provide insurance and an IRA match, vacation and holidays. Over 
time, we have attracted a team of very talented people with skills in 
research, technology, management, and plant propagation. 

“The business is changing. In three generations, the farm population 
dropped from 33 percent to 2 percent. In the Thirties, most Americans 
were within one generation of a connection with agriculture. After 
World War II, when suburbs grew, people still remembered farm 
life. As food became less expensive, they beautified their homes with 
flower gardens where once they grew vegetables for home use. 

"Now, America’s biggest demographic is aging. A drop in new home 
construction means less demand for landscaping. People have little 
time for gardens, and there’s increased competition for a shrinking 
market. Demand is greatest in early spring, so garden centers want 
plants that bloom earlier. And mass-market stores like Home Depot 
or Lowes account for a larger share of all purchases—they want 
plants with a longer shelf life.

“In time, this farm may be growing part vegetables and part flowers 
or maybe something else, but my task is to strengthen the finances 
and management of the business. We incurred debt from damage 
during hurricane Irene: ten acres of ornamental crops destroyed and 
up to a foot of sand and silt on nearly 30 acres of our fields. 

“As for me? In 10 years or so, I’d like to have the time and freedom to 
travel — all over the world.” <cuadrado>

More about Pioneer Gardens at: www.pioneergardens.com

Currently, we are working on a project involving Pioneer Gardens 
and the Savage family farmlands. We may have to buy the land 
outright, place an APR on the land, and ultimately get the APR land 
into the hands of the next farmer. These complicated deals take a lot 
of staff time and patience, but the end result of ensuring productive 
farmland stays as farmland is what our work is all about.

FLT facilitates more APR acquisitions than any other land trust in 
Massachusetts. We occasionally hear people say we must be a wealthy 
organization in order to do this work. In fact, FLT always borrows 
money from The Conservation Fund or private funders supportive of 
our farm conservation efforts.  Often, we are the only means of acting 
quickly enough when landowners ask for help keeping the farmland 
growing.

Farrick State APR
Christian Lane, Whately, 14.6 acres
The Franklin Land Trust, in partnership with Whately Land 
Preservation (an unincorporated local land conservation advocacy 
group for which FLT serves as the nonprofit umbrella), assisted 
the MA Department of Agricultural Resources - Agricultural 
Preservation Restriction (APR) Program in conserving over 14 acres 
of prime farmland belonging to Edward Farrick of Whately.  FLT 
assisted Ed in filling-out the APR application, and we donated $3,000 
as the local contribution/match required by the APR program.  The 
funds were raised by volunteers from Whately Land Preservation 
and donated to FLT for conservation projects in Whately. 

Ed Farrick is currently leasing the farmland to Dave Jackson, owner 
of Enterprise Farm in Deerfield. Dave is an organic farmer growing 
vegetables on the fields for his CSA with customers in Boston, NYC 
and of course western MA. 

Melvin W. Kretzenger Estate
Montague Center, 6.37 acres
The Franklin Land Trust partnered with Department of Fish & 
Game to purchase a 6+ acre portion of the Kretzenger Farm, known 
locally as Hunting Hills. Suzanne Kretzenger, Trustee of the estate 
wished to see this area kept open for public use and wildlife habitat. 
The property contains over 800 feet of the Saw Mill River, a small 
perennial stream and pond. The area contains high value wildlife 
habitat and is now part of the Saw Mill River Wildlife Management 
Area and open to the public for fishing and other passive recreational 
activities.
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T he Franklin Land Trust is 
grateful to Frannie Crosier 
for including us in his 
will.  Frannie valued our 

work conserving farmland, throughout 
Franklin County. Prior to his death, 
Frannie had met with FLT’s Rich 
Hubbard to talk about his farm and 
the prospect of conserving it for future 
generations but time was too short and 
Frannie wasn’t able to follow through 
with those plans before he passed on.  
He did, however, remember relatives, 
friends and the Franklin Land Trust 
with a bequest which FLT will use in his 
honor to continue helping farmers and 
landowners in this region.

Charles Crosier, Francis’ nephew writes: 

Francis Crosier was born October 16, 1924 on a dairy farm on 
Stetson Brothers Road in the western part of Adamsville in 
Colrain, Massachusetts to Robin Edwin and Cora Davenport 
Crosier. He attended the Adamsville one room school house 
and completed his studies at the sixth grade. When in his late 
teens he worked for a while on the Fiske farm in Shelburne. 

In the 1950's he and his brother David bought Crystal Spring 
Farm on Adamsville Road in Colrain. Shortly thereafter David 

In Memory of Francis Robert Crosier
October 16, 1924 — April 25, 2014 

left to pursue employment near his wife’s 
roots in Connecticut. Francis continued 
to dairy farm by himself until the late 
1990’s.  Through his farming career he 
trucked livestock to the Northampton 
Cooperative Live Stock Auction in 
Whatley every Tuesday.

As a younger man he was known to 
take his nieces and nephews to the local 
dances and cut the rug a bit himself. 
He decried new technologies and life 
styles and saw no need for life to be 
any different than it was in the 1930's 
of his youth. He had a television but 
that doesn't mean that he ever watched 
it.  A bachelor all his life, he was a 
simple person and chose to keep it that 
way. His eleven nieces and nephews 
reassured him that this was a good idea. 

Dairy farming and cattle trucking were both his vocation and 
avocation.  In his last years he was attended by his niece Judi 
Crosier Hanrahan and nephew Philip Crosier allowing him to 
pass away on April 25, 2014 in his own house on Crystal Spring 
Farm. 

Francis was noted for his Yankee humor.  Please see our website 
for an example of that humor by Frannie’s good friend, James 
D. Aschmann.   www.FranklinLandTrust.org/crosier

Thank you to all the 
wonderful volunteers 
who continually support 
our organization.
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W H Y  I  S U P P O R T  T H E  F R A N K L I N  L A N D  T R U S T
N O R M A  &  B I L L  C O L I

When Norma and I bought our farm in Charlemont exactly 40 years 
ago this past August, we moved here from Southern Vermont where 
we had rented 10 acres of mostly open land. We shared a love for the 
outdoors and for animals, and farming just seemed to “fit” us. To gain 
experience, we volunteered to work for local farmers to learn how to 
make pure maple syrup and hay, and how to care for cattle, hogs, 
dairy goats and laying hens.

After five years together, we decided that we would make a 
commitment to small scale, sustainable agriculture, and began 
to look for a farm of our own.  We knew what we wanted: an old 
farmhouse and barns, pastures, mowings and other tillable land, 
and most important, a maple sugarbush. However, since we lived 
only a few miles from the Mt. Snow ski area, we soon realized that 
our dream farm might be hard to come by, given that most of the old 
Southern Vermont farms had been developed or sold as ski.

Fortunately, Norma’s Mom and Dad lived in Greenfield, and one 
day in late 1974, they found a listing in the Town Crier that sounded 
like everything we had hoped for.  Although we hated to move away 
from all our farming connections and other friends in Vermont, we 
realized that Charlemont had yet to be “discovered” for its tourism 
and outdoor recreation potentials, and, that subsequent to the first 
real ”gas crisis” in 1973, the value of rural land and houses had 
dropped. As a consequence, properties were still affordable, and, 

although I was still in Graduate school (studying Plant and Soil 
Science on the Viet Nam era G.I. Bill), with some family help, we 
locked in our very first mortgage and set to work building Blue Heron 
Farm (www.blueheronfarm.com).

As fortunate as we were to be able to take advantage of favorable 
circumstances to buy our farm, we are certain that that those 
circumstances are not likely to ever be repeated. With this in mind, 
two years ago we availed ourselves of the incredibly valuable help 
of the Franklin Land Trust, to permanently conserve the entire 
120 acre farm through both an APR and a CR. The expertise and 
commitment to conservation demonstrated by the entire FLT staff 
was essential to helping us wade through all the various forms, 
program requirements and other complexities of conserving the 
farm. It gives us both great satisfaction to know that, at some point 
in the future, this prime agricultural land will be affordable to a new 
generation of farmers who share our dream. In a nutshell, this is why 
we support the Franklin Land Trust.

These dedicated individuals helped us during our two important fundraisers, D2R2 and the Farm & Garden Tour

Norma & Bill Coli out for a Sunday drive
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R E C E N T   E V E N T S

I n 2008, Jim Aaron approached the Franklin Land Trust 
on behalf of his father, then 96 years old. The Aaron family 
wished to donate a conservation restriction (CR) on the 
70-acre family homestead at the end of French Road, just 

above the Cummington Fairgrounds. Because of unresolved legal 
issues, the CR was never recorded. This past winter, Jim contacted 
FLT again. His father, now 102 years old, was anxious to put his 
affairs in order. Jim contracted with Rich Roberge to complete a 
survey, and FLT proceeded with the CR approval process. We were 
pleased to fulfill Mr. Aaron’s wishes this past August when the CR 
was finally recorded, one month before his 103rd birthday. 

Natural Resources & Conservation Values
The Aaron property is at the end of French Road (aka Goddard), a 
discontinued, abandoned road. There are three fields (two of which 
are currently being hayed by a local farmer) containing more than 
eight acres of open land. A third field has been abandoned for a 
few years and is becoming prime early successional habitat critical 
for a variety of avian species and other wildlife.  Since 1983, more 
than 60 acres of the property have been managed under a Forest 
Management Plan and enrolled in Chapter 61. The woodland is 
a mix of northern hardwoods including sugar maple, black cherry, 
white ash, the occasional American elm, and red, black, and yellow 
birch. Soils are fairly deep and support healthy hay production as 
well as forest growth. Spring wildflowers include Jack in the pulpit, 
purple trillium, marsh marigold, and dicentra species. The property 
is situated on the ridge just west of Mount Road and almost entirely 
bounded by stone walls.

The property contains several drainages, seasonal streams, vernal 
pools and forested wetlands draining into Tower Brook, located 1,300 
feet downstream. Tower Brook is a major tributary of the nearby 
Westfield River and runs through the Warner Farm CR. As the map 
illustrates, the property is less than ¾ of a mile from Chesterfield 
State Forest, the Paul Cuddy Wildlife Management Area, and the 
Warner Farm CR. It is close to several Department of Agricultural 
Resources APRs on private farms, as well as Department of Fish 
and Game CRs. The property is adjacent to BioMap2 Core Habitat, 
Priority Habitats of Rare Species, and Estimated Habitats of Rare 
Wildlife. It also contains a small portion of BioMap2 Supporting 
Natural Landscape. The majority of the property is in the Living 
Waters Critical Supporting Watershed as designated by the Natural 
Heritage Endangered Species Program. 

Conservation Restriction (CR)
The existing house, barn and small outbuilding are contained in an 
envelope as part of the CR premises; it can never be separated from 
the conserved land. Within this envelope, only improvements for a 
single-family dwelling can be built. The CR allows for the standard 
rights of forestry, agriculture, trail and woods road maintenance 
and passive recreational uses. Based on the road frontage being 
conserved, several house lots might have been subdivided from this 
property if the CR was not completed, thereby forever altering this 
stunning, rich landscape of fields and woods.

Happy Birthday Daniel Aaron!

The Aaron Family Homestead

D2R2 drew a record-breaking 1,272 
riders from all over North America
The event, held August 22, included scenic and challenging 180K, 
160K, 115K, 100K rides as well as a 40 mile Green River Tour and a 
20 mile Family Ride.  This major charity event raised over $100,000 
for FLT’s land conservation efforts this year.  D2R2 began eleven 
years ago as a favorite local ride on the dirt roads of Franklin County, 
but has since gained a reputation in the biking world as one of the 
hardest, most beautiful, fun, unique, and overall best rides out there. 

Biker “Jonny Bold” writes on his blog: “They do SO much for you at 
this event. The food along the way is unreal and the friendliness is off 
the charts. The organization is flawless, and when you're done they 
offer a shuttle to the school where we can shower and then back to 
an incredible dinner and beer…If you like tough rides and dirt roads 
and you think the Battenkill race is the big deal, you're dead wrong. 
That's a silly little flatish spin with a circus atmosphere compared to 
this baby. This is THE challenge for anyone looking for one, and it 
supports a great cause. You also get more than your money's worth 
throughout the day.”

D2R2 requires a huge amount of volunteer effort. Here’s what one of 
the riders had to say about our volunteers: “…all the volunteers were 
incredibly friendly and helpful.  I can't imagine how anyone could 
do a better job of being cheerful while meeting all the needs of the 
riders.” We are so grateful to those volunteers who gave their time in 
support of this signature FLT event. We’d also like to extend a huge 
thank you to all the riders who trusted us enough to come out and 
experience these beautiful landscapes and the legend of this ride first 
hand.

☑ SAVE THE DATE: The 12th Annual 
D2R2 will be held on August 20, 2016

Farm & Garden Tour Returns
This year’s 24th annual farm and garden tour was as popular as ever with over 400 attendees 
enjoying the 10 featured farms and gardens throughout the towns of Ashfield & Conway. 

We’d like to thank all the host sites for their time and effort in making this such a successful event. 
We had good weather, the gardens were beautiful and the farms were wonderful and unique. 

A special thank you goes to all the volunteers who made this event possible.
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Diving in to the  
Forest Stewardship Program

G R A N T   U P D A T E S

What if conserved lands, responsibly managed with the help of local 
foresters, could yield firewood, pellets, or flooring, and support local 
mills, pellet plants, and timber harvesting jobs?  Could we attract 
more tourists to appreciate the beauty of our area or enjoy an active 
outdoor activity by developing signage, restrooms, trash collection, 
and a visitor center to greet them?  Could we strengthen our local 
economy with the help of a new US Forest Service designation in 
Franklin and Berkshire counties? 

The Mohawk Trail Woodland Partnership is about to find out.

Since 2013, the partnership has worked to create a new type of 
designation by the U.S. Forest Service in western Franklin and 
northern Berkshire counties. Nineteen towns in the study area have 
chosen representatives to The Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership 
Advisory Committee. In addition to FLT, the project team includes 
Franklin Regional Council of Government (FRCOG), Berkshire 
Regional Planning Commission (BRPC), and the MA Executive 
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA). The coalition 
is exploring a special state and federal designation that would tap 
financial and technical resources to develop the region’s privately-
owned woodlands as an economic and recreational asset. Funding 
would go towards purchase of conservation restrictions from willing 
landowners, providing grants to landowners for forest management 
or forest-based businesses, and help offsetting costs to participating 
towns for road repairs, emergency services, etc.

The partnership has been working to refine the project components. 
The broad goal is to increase forest-based economic development, 
forest conservation, and sustainable forestry practices. Although 
originally focused on funding for conservation, the project now 
includes efforts to boost the local economy through forestry and 
recreational tourism.

“The Mohawk Trail Woodland Partnership helps bridge the gap 
between conserved woodlands and economic development”, says 
FLT Executive Director Rich Hubbard. “If a permanently conserved 
woodlot is yielding income for landowners and jobs for our neighbors, 
it’s a win-win situation.”

Public input is a cornerstone of the project, from meetings in 
each of the 20 towns to ongoing discussions among the Advisory 
Committee. In addition to shaping key aspects of the project, input 
at these sessions indicates significant interest in a ‘special federal 
designation’ rather than a National Forest. The designation would 
keep conserved land in private ownership and on the tax rolls. The 
plan includes creation of a demonstration forest and an educational 
or visitor center that would lease land from the state, a town, or a 
private landowner to provide public education about forestry and 
a venue for research, development, and showcasing of local wood 
products.

The Partnership’s presence, associated research, and public input 
have already yielded other benefits—a state funded feasibility study 
to evaluate the potential supply and demand of local wood heating 
systems, and two new federal grants through the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS). The Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP) will bring federal funding to the 
region’s private landowners to integrate forestry, habitat plans, and 
renewable energy. Last month, NRCS announced that FLT and a 
team of partners are the recipient of a new grant that funds public 
access easements for hunting, fishing, and wildlife viewing to private 
landowners in the same region.

Additional regional and community meetings about the Mohawk 
Trail Woodlands Partnership and the new grant opportunities will 
be scheduled this fall and winter. 

You can read the draft plan and related materials on the Land 
Use Planning page at www.FRCOG.org.

Taking an active role in managing land can seem daunting at first. 
Which trees are susceptible to invasive pests? How do we prevent 
plants like multiflora rose or Japanese knotweed taking over open 
areas? How can we afford to remove diseased trees if they don’t have 
any market value?

During the 34 years Paul and Leslie Cooper have owned their 
23 acres in Hawley, they have focused on their garden and fields 
where they graze sheep, knowing that their hilly woods are too 
steep and inaccessible for commercial forestry.  Two years ago, the 
Massachusetts Woodlands Institute (MWI), an affiliate organization 
of FLT, began partnering with the MA Department of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR) to administer the Forest Stewardship 
Program and a new pilot program, Foresters for the Birds. The 
Coopers were intrigued—perhaps there was something they could 
do in their woods to improve habitat value. 

For people who own more than 10 acres of woods, the Forest 
Stewardship Program provides funding to hire a consulting forester 
to inventory the land and make recommendations to help accomplish 
goals, such as growing larger and more valuable trees, building a 
trail network, or enhancing the woods’ role as habitat for birds and 
animals. Foresters for the Birds adds a Bird Habitat Assessment to 
the Stewardship Plan with recommendations based on the habitat 
needs of 12 declining bird species. The process of assessment and 
planning provides an excellent opportunity for landowners to think 
about short- and long-term goals for their land and engage with an 
expert in its management. 

The Coopers signed up for both programs and hired Scott Sylvester, 
a licensed consulting forester trained by DCR and Mass Audubon 
to conduct a Bird Habitat Assessment. Scott agreed that some of 
the land was too hilly to make timber harvesting financially viable, 
but he recommended cutting their ash trees before the destructive 
emerald ash borer finds them in the next few years. Such cutting 
creates small clearings, allowing new understory growth favored by 
birds like the chestnut-sided warbler, eastern wood pewee, and ruffed 
grouse. Scott also recommended a staggered mowing regime for their 
three fields, only mowing one each year. Letting the others lie fallow 
for three years creates a more diverse mix of grasses and plants in 
which birds and small mammals thrive. Lastly, Scott gave them tips 
on treating the invasive multiflora rose and types of honeysuckle that 
are encroaching on their fields. 

This year, throughout the state, the Forest Stewardship Program 
helped 134 landowners like the Coopers hire a forester, learn 
more about their woods, and take steps to improve their financial, 
recreational, and habitat values. More than 12,000 acres were 
inventoried and assessed by foresters. 

With the help of MWI, DCR, and a consulting forester, managing 
your land can benefit you, your family, your wallet, and the birds that 
live in your woods!

For more information about the Forest Stewardship and 
Foresters for the Birds programs, visit www.MassWoodlands.org.

Connecting the Forest Dots for 
Conservation, Wood Products, and Jobs The Coopers' fields are flourishing under 

the new mowing regime recommended 
by their consulting forester.



Franklin Land Trust
5 Mechanic Street 

P.O. Box 450
Shelburne Falls, MA

01370

NONPROFIT
PERMIT NO. 503

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
GREENFIELD

MASSACHUSETTS

ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED

Monthly E-News

Text PRESERVATION to 22828  
or contact Linda Alvord: 

(413) 625-9151 
lalvord@franklinlandtrust.org

Read More Online 

    facebook.com/fltrust
FranklinLandTrust.org

What is Giving Tuesday? 
Now in its fourth year, #GivingTuesday is a global day of giving 
fueled by the power of social media and collaboration. Observed 
on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving and the widely recognized 
shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday, #GivingTuesday 
kicks off the charitable season, when many people focus on their 
holiday and end-of-year giving. 

How does it benefit you?
The #GivingTuesday movement is about generous people—like 
you—making an impact by giving, acting, and sharing.

How does this benefit the Franklin Land Trust?
If you are planning to make a tax deductible gift to FLT before the 
end of the calendar year, please consider doing so online on Giving 
Tuesday - DECEMBER 1ST.  All donations made on that day will 
be doubled by a matching grant from an anonymous donor.

In addition, all Giving Tuesday donations qualify the Franklin 
Land Trust to be entered into a drawing to win thousands of dollars’ 
worth of cash prizes.  Donate online at: www.razoo.com/FLTrust

Wish to make your donation dollars stretch even 
further? 
Become a part of our Conservation Partners Club. This monthly 
giving club provides stability to our revenue and enables many to 
give more generously.  Choose monthly giving as your option, and a 
hassle-free recurring donation will be scheduled for the amount of 
your choosing.   

What are some other actions you can take to join 
the movement? 
✓ Take a selfie and give a shout out to the Franklin Land Trust or 

other nonprofits you are passionate about

✓ Spread the word to your networks by email, phone, or social 
media

✓ Follow Franklin Land Trust (@flandtrust) and #GivingTuesday 
(@givingtues) on social channels

✓ Be a ‘Greater Giver’ on #GivingTuesday

✓ Set up a giving budget now for your year-end giving

✓ Make a bigger impact through recurring gifts 

✓ Give a Gift of Land to your loved ones in place of other holiday 
giving (www.franklinlandtrust.org/gift) 

Prefer to make your annual contribution by mail or phone? 
Please call (413) 625-9151 or send your contribution to Franklin 
Land Trust, P.O. Box 450, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370.

SAVE THE DATE! December 1, 2015


