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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A Daily Reminder

Every time you take a sip of clean water, you are appreciating one of the most
valuable benefits of conserving land. Healthy land filters water as it travels through
the soil and wetlands and finds its way into ground water, aquifers, and wells. The
Quabbin Reservoir is one of the most dramatic examples of this strategy, with
thousands of acres of forestland protecting and filtering the water that feeds millions
of people in and around Boston. But water is being filtered on every acre of forest and
wetlands every day, helping provide clean water to people through private wells and

municipal water systems.

Thanks to your support, the
Franklin Land Trust is able to help
make sure that this natural land
will be here for the benefit of future
generations. We're lucky to have
access to funding sources to help
landowners and municipalities,
like the state’s Drinking Water
Supply Grant we utilized for the
Barkers and South Deerfield Water
Supply District, and Community
Preservation funding we plan to use for the North Pond project in Southwick. Your
support enables our staff to write the grant applications and pull the project together.

Soifyouwant to pay tribute to conserved land today, take a moment to appreciate
all the land that has played a role in providing your clean glass of water. Your support
ofland conservation today safeguards clean drinking water for generations to come.
Thank you for making this invaluable work possible!

e e (A= —

Richard K. Hubbard
Executive Director

In Memorium

All of us at the Franklin Land Trust were
deeply saddened to receive the news of the passing
of Arthur “Ar” Rogers on September 2nd at the age
of 92. Arwas a founding member of the Deerfield
Land Trust (DLT), a passionate advocate for land
conservation, and a good friend. For 18 years,
DLT and Ar worked diligently to conserve the
scenic, rural character of Deerfield. As an all-volunteer organization, DLT

relied upon FLT’s land conservation expertise, resulting in a merger between
the two in 2008.

Ar’s vision and passion will live on in the farms and woods of Deerfield
that he and DLT helped to conserve, including his own farm on Pine Nook
RdandRiver Rd. He will be missed, but he hasleft behind a wonderful legacy
for this and future generations.
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orests are the workhorses of our region. “They clean
our water for free,” says Consulting Forester Mary
Wigmore. Acting as a natural water filter, woodlands
help to keep pollution from flowing into our rivers,
lakes, and streams. Healthy forests minimize soil erosion and
sediment run-off, allowing clean water to flow into our aquifers
and reservoirs, and ultimately out of your faucet.

Janet Barker and her family understand that the best
way to protect water is to protect the land around it. At one
time the Barker family owned 1,200 acres of land on Roaring
Brook Road, adjacent to what is now the South Deerfield Water
Supply District’s (SDWSD) Conway Reservoir. This reservoir
was built upstream of the Whately Glen Reservoir in the 1970’
to add capacity to South Deerfield’s water supply. Combined,
these reservoirs supply clean drinking water to 3,800 people in
South Deerfield.

Over time, Janet’s grandfather sold off portions of the
family land, ultimately keeping about 220 acres that the family
manages for forestry and recreation. As the Barker family
looked to the future, selling off 17 acres of forested family land
made good financial sense. But, because this parcel drains into
the Conway reservoir, they knew that developing this land
would be harmful to the drinking water supply. Making sure
it would be kept in its natural state was a priority for the Barker
family. “We wanted to keep the land as is,” said Janet, “but we
needed help to do it.” Unsure of how to accomplish this, they
turned to the Franklin Land Trust.

FLT’s Director of Land Conservation, Alain Peteroy,
contacted Roger Sadoski, Superintendent of the South
Deerfield Water Supply District (SDWSD). The SDWSD
occasionally purchases land in the watershed to manage it for

This newly acquired watershed land
is open to the public for hunting,
fishing and hiking.

water protection. “This gives us the best water quality we can
get. Our water filtration process is made far simpler when the
water is already clean. ” said Roger. But, in order to acquire this
important land, the SDWSD needed additional funds.

Alain assembled all the information and prepared a grant
application to the state’s Drinking Water Supply Protection
Grantonbehalfof SDWSD. “One of ourroles s seeking funding
for landowners who want to protect their land,” said Alain.

“Ifit wasn’t for FLT, it would have taken years to purchase
and protect this land,” said Roger. Fortunately, the grant was
awarded, making it possible for the SDWSD to purchase this
land and protect this critical source of drinking water. “FLT
played a major role in this project, in fact, they did everything.
If this land was sold for development, we would be concerned
about run-off from leech fields, fertilizer from lawns, or other
potential pollutants getting into the water supply.” Now that this
land has been purchased the SDWSD will work with forester
Mary Wigmore to manage this land for forestry, recreation, and
water protection.

Mary will manage this 17-acre forest to promote a
vigorous forest cover, diverse in both tree species and age. She
will focus her management on limiting the effects of pollution
by providing forest cover that filters and buffers pollutants. “If
you don’t put pollutants, sediment and toxins into the water,
you don’t have to take them out. As long as we do our part to
keep forests healthy, they will filter the water for us,” said Mary.

When you support FLT, you support land protection that
keeps our drinking water clean. Together we are protecting the
forests, wetlands, and grasslands that are hard at work filtering
the water that we drink every day.
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Partnerships in Progress

Thanks to you and your neighbors’ commitment to conservation, Massachusetts is blessed with one of the highest number of land

trusts in the country. Many of these land trusts are run by volunteers and are focused on one town or a small region where knowledge of
the local landscape is key to connecting with landowners. Though volunteers play an invaluable role in both staffed and unstaffed land

trusts, the business of land conservation and running a land trust can be time-intensive and complicated. FLT has been working with two
smaller volunteer land trusts over the past several months, and using our professional staff capacity to help meet the needs of two different

volunteer land trusts at very different stages of their evolution.

Winding River Land Conservancy

Nearly 20 years old, the Winding River Land Conservancy
(WRLCQ), started in Westfield and now works in western
Hampden County and parts of western Hampshire County.
Initially focused on Westfield, WRLC expanded to conserve
farmland, wildlife habitat, and recreational lands in the nearby
cities and towns several years ago. WRLC has protected 3,000
acres of land and owns several properties in Westfield, West
Springfield, and Blandford.

However, the increasing workload involved in land
conservation has stressed this volunteer-run land trust, and
the board members are looking for help in meeting their
obligations. FLT has a history of partnering with WRLC,
offering staff assistance to the organization for several years
in the mid 2000’s, and is currently undertaking an ambitious
campaign to protect 147 acres of waterfront land in Southwick
(see Southwick article on adjacent page).

FLT will be working with WRLC in the coming months to
raise funds to boost WRLC'’s capacity for more conservation

Rattlesnake Gutter Trust (RGT)

When Rattlesnake Gutter Trust wanted to make sure
the lands they own have the highest possible protection,
they also turned to FLT for help. As a small all-volunteer
organization focused on conservingland in Leverett, the board
members wanted to safeguard their lands against any kind of
encroachment, and to have a double layer of protection. They
decided that a conservation restriction, or CR, would ensure

A

FLT now holds a CR on the Ellamoose Repose
property in Leverett.
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and to steward their properties and conservation restrictions.
“We're thrilled to be working more closely with FLT,” said
WRLC’s Board Chair Rosemary Arnold, “and are looking
forward to furthering Winding River’s legacy in the southern
Pioneer Valley.”

With your support, FLT is already meeting the needs of
landowners on several projects in the region, putting a CR on
a town-owned parcel in Granville and pursuing an APR on
farmland in Westfield.

FLT will be partnering with Winding River to protect

important lands in the future.

that their goals and intentions for their properties would
remain in place forever.

“We want the land trust properties to have the same level
of protection that private landowners are receiving for their
conserved lands in perpetuity,” explained Eva Gibavic, a board
member of Rattlesnake Gutter and one of the people who
spearheaded the work with FLT. Rattlesnake Gutter Trust
received a grant from the William P. Wharton Trust to help
facilitate the CR. “The grant gave us the momentum and extra
motivation to make this happen,” said Mary Alice Wilson, a
former board member who was involved in the initial stages.

After many months of work by both Rattlesnake Gutter
Trust board members and FLT staff, a CR was placed on the
Ellamoose Repose property. The Ellamoose Repose property
is a24.6-acre property near an expansive corridor of conserved
land including Brushy Mountain. By placing a conservation
restriction on this Rattlesnake Gutter Trust property, RGT is
partnering with FLT so that the land will be monitored and
safeguarded forever.



The undeveloped shores of North Pond offer a quiet retreat on Congamond Lakes.

Saving
Southwick’s Last
Green Shore

North Pond sits at the northern end of Congamond Lake,
a popular lake in Southwick, on the Connecticut border.
With most of the shoreline taken up by houses, marinas, and
restaurants, North Pond is a lush green cove where fisherman
and boaters can enjoy a quiet retreat. So when the opportunity
to save the last 147 acres of natural land on North Pond arose,
the community of Southwick jumped at the chance and asked
FLT for help. The local land trust, all-volunteer Winding River
Land Conservancy, didn’t have the staff capacity to raise the
$S million asking price for the land, though they were very
supportive of the project.

The North Pond parcel is remarkable in several ways. In
addition to providing a rare natural backdrop to the lake, the
land abuts the Southwick Wildlife Management Area, which
in turn abuts 251 acres of conserved grassland in Connecticut.
Taken together, these lands total over S00 acres of grassland,
the largest publicly-owned grassland in southern New England.
Threatened species like the grasshopper sparrow, the upland
sand piper, the vesper sparrow, and others like the kestrel,
bobolink, and woodcock rely on grasslands for nesting. This
summer, FLT was able to sell roughly 85 acres to the MA
Department of Fish and Game for $1 million to expand their
Southwick Wildlife Management Area.

But the challenge of protecting this
special land is far from over. The entire
parcel of land sits on an aquifer that
supplies drinking water to Southwick,
Westfield, West Springfield, and
communities in Connecticut. If the
North Pondlandis developed, the water
of both the aquifer and Congamond
Lake will be affected. A recent
appraisal of the property shows that
24 waterfront homes could be built on
the parcel, which translates into more
septic systems, lawn fertilizer, docks,
and boats which can all compromise
water quality.

The Town of Southwick voted
to award $1 million in Community
Preservation funds to the project this
past spring. In addition to receiving
several grants, FLT is working with
a local volunteer committee holding
fundraisers. “Were currently looking
at just under $1.5 million left to raise,” said Rich Hubbard,
FLT’s Executive Director. “Though that is no small goal, we are
confident we will raise the funds and hopeful that we will close
by this spring.” Part of that goal will be met by a challenge grant
posed by the Amelia Peabody Charitable Fund for $200,000.
Said Rich, “It’s more important than ever for community
members to contribute so we can save this important land.”

To learn more or contribute to the Save North
Pond effort, visit www.savenorthpond.org.

Threatened bird species depend on these
grasslands for nesting habitat.

PHOTO | BILL BYRNE
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Newly protected lands in Conway provide refuge to a variety of wildlife.

Good News for Wildlife

in Conway

Thanks to your support and the generosity of two
landowners, the wildlife of Conway have more protected
habitat to call home.

Bill Sheehan and Katy Robertson recently worked with
Franklin Land Trust to conserve over 54 acres of land
in Pumpkin Hollow. This key parcel is home to streams,
substantial wetlands, forests, as well as beloved scenic views.
It abuts existing conservation land which is good news for
animals like moose, coyote, deer, and bobcat who need access
to large areas of diverse wildlands to survive and thrive. This

land is special not just for its conservation
value, but also because it is in the heart of
Pumpkin Hollow, one of Conway’s most
iconic views and the historic center of town.

The Sheehan’s 3-acre
building lot for a single family residence
and sold the conserved land and building
lot, demonstrating how conservation and
development can work together.

In the Poland Brook area of Conway,
Sam Dashevsky and Martha Raynolds
donated a conservation restriction on

excluded a

their 49 acres of woodland. This diverse
property is surrounded by the Poland
Brook Wildlife Management Area-owned
by the Department of Fish and Game and
other privately-owned conservation land.
“This project expands a substantial corridor
of conserved land along an ecologically
important water body—Poland Brook-that
will provide room for wildlife to find food,
shelter, and breeding grounds,” explained
Alain Peteroy, FLT’s Director of Land Conservation. “These
wildlife corridors of connected conserved lands will be even
more critical as we experience dramatic weather events in the
future,” said Alain.

FLT was fortunate to receive a grant to help pay for due
diligence costs for this project. Both this project and the 303-
acre CR donated by Dana Street last year were supported by
a $15,000 grant from the William P. Wharton Trust. FLT
member support was also critical to making these projects
come to fruition.

The Barn Stands Again!

In the spring of 2016, FLT reported on the sad state of the Guyette Farm

barn. The foundation was failing and the barn was at risk of collapsing. Efforts
to fundraise for the restoration of the barn were unsuccessful, and by the fall
of 2016 it was clear that this beloved barn wouldn’t withstand another winter.
Thankfully, and justin the nick of time, a partner saw the barn’s potential through
the rottenssills and listing walls, envisioning a new home for thisiconic structure.

Last year, a contractor carefully removed the barn and re-built it piece by
piece in a new location. This barn has a history of packing up and moving. The
original owners, the Gloyds, moved the barn from Savoy to Plainfield in the late
1700’s, and now it has moved again. The Guyette Barn now sits on a different
knoll, strong, straight and true, settling in for another 200 years before it may

just up and move again!
PHOTO | © GABRIEL AMADEUS COONEY
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Voluntary Public Access Program:

New Funding for
Public Access on
Private Lands

When you want to see birds, moose or other wildlife that
love young forests, where do you go? With a new program that
pays landowners for opening their woods up to the public, we're
hoping you have lots of choices in the near future.

The Voluntary Public Access Program (VPA) is a brand new
program in Massachusetts funded through the United States
Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS) that pays landowners in the northwestern
part of the state to allow public access on their land for
hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, and hiking. This area was
the pilot region for the MA Department of Conservation and
Recreation’s (MA DCR) Foresters for the Birds program.
Through this pilot DCR program and other NRCS programs,
many of the region’s landowners have been working with
foresters to create better habitat for birds and other wildlife.
Now, thanks to VPA, landowners can showcase this important
habitat improvement work by opening their land for the public
to enjoy too.

Private landowners enhancing wildlife habitat can benefit

from this new program.

Jeff Ritterson, Mass Audubon Forest Bird Conservation
Fellow, has been monitoring properties managed for wildlife
habitat improvements. “A lot of work has recently been done on
private lands in this region to enhance bird and wildlife habitat.
Whetherit’sa chance to seerarities such asa Mourning Warbler,
or to encounter a wide range of species thanks to diverse habitat
features, public access to these lands is key to the enjoyment
of the birding community. Extending an invitation to birders
- many of whom are skilled naturalists — can help private
landowners further appreciate the range of wildlife using their

property.”

Hunters, anglers, and birders will soon have new
lands to explore.

Franklin Land Trust and partners Berkshire Natural
Resources Council (BNRC), the Massachusetts Forest Alliance
(MFA), and MA DCR are thrilled about this opportunity to
landowners and to the public. “This program is beneficial
to landowners, the public, and also to wildlife. Our hope is
that as more people see the benefits of forest management by
visiting VPA lands, more people will manage their own woods
for wildlife habitat, “ said Narain Schroeder, Director of Land
Conservation for BNRC.

Through this program, landowners can choose between
a temporary 10 year or permanent public access easement.
Additionally, landowners can choose between a full access
easement on all or most of their property, or a trail easement.
Funding rates will vary depending on the amount of land
enrolled in the VPA program. Additionally, priority is given to
landowners who have managed their woods for wildlife, but it
is not a requirement for this program.

Learn more at www.franklinlandtrust.org/vpa
or call (413) 625-9151.

Voluntary Public Access
Information Session

Nov. 15 | 6:30-8:00pm | FLT Office | Shelburne Falls

Learn about the new Voluntary Public Access Program
(VPA) nowavailabletolandownersinnorthwest Massachusetts.
This program pays landowners to allow public access on their
land for hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, and hiking. This
informational workshop will provide a detailed overview of the
VPA program, as well as information on how the program works
and how to getinvolved. Interested landowners are encouraged
to bring property maps, and/or a forest management plan.

RSVP is requested but not required. Light refreshments
will be served. This event is free and open to all.

RSVP online at franklinlandtrust.org, or call Melissa
Patterson at (413) 625-9151 ext. 114.

Franklin Land Trust | Fall 2017 7


http://franklinlandtrust.org
http://www.franklinlandtrust.org/vpa

FRANKLIN LAND TRUST

Franklin Land Trust
S Mechanic Street
PO.Box 450
Shelburne Falls, MA
01370

Monthly E-News

Signup on our website
or contact Linda Alvord:
(413) 6259151
lalvord@franklinlandtrust.org

Read More Online

Q FranklinLandTrust.org
El © @ fltrust
¥ @flandtrust

NONPROFIT
PERMIT NO. 503
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
GREENFIELD
MASSACHUSETITS

ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED

Oct26 | 3:30-5:00pm | Heath

Woods Walk at Sherman
Conservation Area

Join forester Scott Sylvester and Franklin
Land Trust staff for a tour of our newest
public conservation area. This 20-acre
woodlot was donated to FLT in honor of
Elmer and Mary Sherman in 2015. The
property is open to the public for hiking,
hunting, and wildlife viewing, and is
being managed for forestry and wildlife.
Learn about the history of this property
as well as upcoming forest management
practices. Come prepared to walk in the
woods. Free and open to all.

RSVP online at franklinlandtrust.org
or call Melissa Patterson at
(413) 625-9151 ext. 114

Oct 28 | 10aM-12PM | Cummington

From Forest to Frame

Enjoy a workshop tour and woods walk
to see specimen trees that date back to
the pre-Revolutionary era and David
Bowman’s timber frame mill. We will be
joined by Brian Donahue, MA Woodlands
Institute  president and  Associate
Professor at Brandeis  University,
co-author of Wildlands & Woodlands: A
Vision for the New England Landscape, and
of A New England Food Vision, for a talk
on the history of this property and forests
in the region. This family-friendly event is
free and open to all.

RSVP online at franklinlandtrust.org

or call Melissa Patterson at
(413) 625-9151 ext. 114

Nov9th | 10:30aAM-2PM | Ashfield

Woodland Connections
for Women

From managing wildlife habitat to
working with family to determine the
future of the land, women face an array
of weighty issues concerning land
ownership. Come join other women
for a tour of woodlands currently being
managed for wildlife habitatimprovement
andtimber. Afterwards, enjoyalightlunch
and an informal exchange of questions,
problems, and strategies for planning,
owning, and managing land. Free and
open to all. Space is limited. Directions will
be provided upon registration.

RSVP online at franklinlandtrust.org
or call Wendy Ferris at
(413) 625-9151 ext. 111
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