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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Cricket In The Kitchen

he corn has been harvested,

and summer hangs in

suspense at the height of

the season. “Pretty wet, for
a dry year,” we seem to hear old voices
say. Some of the warmest days of the
season are likely still ahead of us,
yet the golden cast of late afternoon
sunlight already has some of the feel
of MacLeish’s “old medallion” about
it. Our cabbages got decimated before
the woodchuck could be encouraged to
dine elsewhere, so we slow down now
and look for a bushel of farm stand
drumheads on display at Atherton’s or
Ciesluk’s or Hager’s. All of a sudden,
there’s a cricket in the kitchen; it must
have hopped in the open door while we
were carrying something in.

We usually come into the season
of fairs and Old Home Days with the sense of perspective that comes from the
abundance in the woodshed, hayloft, and cupboard shelves. In this year of 2020
vision, however, we can use all the security we can muster. It may not be available
any more in the form of assumptions, grand or otherwise, but rather in small things
remembered, like an old lithograph or a buffalo nickel discovered in a neglected
drawer. In the light of fading summer, such things seem to bear uncommon
testimony to a place where goodness eventually prevails. The things that fit, the
things that seem to belong, the things that seem likely to endure all stand out now,
like the comforting smell in an old pine cupboard, like a Gershwin tune, and like the
swamp maples when they begin to turn in the low ground.

We are thankful to be able to count these blessings in pints and quarts of
tomatoes, pecks and bushels of Baldwins, cords of ash, acres of Silver King, pools of
brook trout, deer paths and winter yards, pumpkins, partridge, and in all the hills
and ranges of our little towns. We have inherited a rich and a complicated past; we
now have the opportunity to try to make things right, to hope to square accounts
with creation and existence.

The light is precious in these shortening days, but the time will come when
it begins to lengthen after the holidays, to be “made glorious” by strengthening
epiphanies. We look forward to when, in Shakespeare’s words, “our stern alarums
are changed to merry meetings.” Meantime, there is more than a little slack to be
taken in, balances to be restored, and a world of things to cherish. We turn out the
light, we take a step towards the stairs, and in the dark, we are suddenly grateful for
the sound of the cricket in the kitchen.

Baldwin Apples

Cover Photo: “Grandma, we"ve got to grow more beets next year!”
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Saving
Our Farmland

arms and productive farmland are among the

most precious resources on our landscape. For

centuries before the United States was founded

and for several generations afterward, the people
of Massachusetts fed themselves abundantly in cultures
that drew inspiration as well as sustenance from the land.
Agriculture is the basis of all human existence, health, and
integrity, and we only ignore that at
our peril.

About 30 years ago, land trusts
began to reverse two centuries of
trends in society that had resulted in
the loss of our agricultural security
along with our New England identity.
A century-long pattern of rapid loss
of farms and farmlands has slowly
reversed, and the percentage of food
that we supply ourselves with (or that
we buy from our neighbors) has crept
back up from single digits to just over
10% of the meals we eat every day. We
have a long, long way to go, but we have
made a solid beginning.

The supporters and staff of Franklin
Land Trust have performed miracles
over the course of the last thirty-
three years, protecting more than
33,000 acres of land here in the most
important farm landscape in Massachusetts. We estimate
that we have completed about a third of the job that needs
to be done if we are to assure that agriculture remains a
defining force in our communities. This is the work that we
devote ourselves to, and, with your help, we will continue

to work with landowners to complete this task.

Food is a worldwide necessity as well as a personal
imperative. Very little of the planet can count as much
productive farmland, as close to urban centers of need, as
can the hills and valleys of the Connecticut, the Deerfield,
and the Westfield watersheds. We live on precious ground;
these lands are the equivalent of an endowment in a larger
economy that has overdrawn many
of its basic expense accounts in the
process of short-term consumption.

We need to protect not only the
most fertile lands on the planet here in
western Massachusetts, but also every
scrap of hayfield, meadow, orchard,
and garden on the landscape. We don’t
need to be sympathetic to agriculture,
we need to invest in it! We need not
only broad plans, we need the capital
that makes things happen. As our
young people make their life choices,
we need to present them with the real
prospect of taking part in what could
be a $6 billion food economy where the
money stays in New England, in their
hands, in their communities, on our
tables. With your help, we can make
these things happen.

You can help protect farmland!
Visit franklinlandtrust.org/donate to learn how.
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Deerfield’s North Meadows:
The Antonellis Farm Moves
Toward Conservation

rank E. Ciesluk came to this country in the

early years of the 2oth century, and, along the

Deerfield River, he purchased nearly 200 acres of

some of the most fertile and productive farmland
in the United States. He, his wife, and their four children
became one of the best-known farm families in western
Massachusetts, building a successful agricultural business
that is now operated by his grandchildren, Jen Antonellis,
who manages the family farm-stand, and her brother Mike,
who oversees a farm operation that produces hay, sweet
corn, pumpkins, vegetables, and beef cattle. “I owe this to
my grandfather,” Mike says. “I could have gone elsewhere,
but I owe him to do this.”

The produce from the Ciesluk Farm Stand comes to us
from land of unmatched productivity. The same glacial
forces that scraped much of the topsoil from northern New
England and deposited it in the ocean off Newburyport
and in Long Island Sound, except where it ran smack
into the wall of Pocumtuck Mountain and dropped more
than 650 square miles worth of good Vermont and upland
Massachusetts fertility onto a few thousand acres that
comprise the meadowlands of Deerfield. As a result, the
topsoil here is measured in dozens of feet rather than
in inches. “It’s not like anywhere else I've farmed,” says
Mike Antonellis, a graduate of SUNY Cobleskill, who has
cultivated land in several Valley towns. “This is a special
place.”

Indeed, it is a special place. Native Pocumtuck grew
corn, squash, and beans here for hundreds of years,
augmenting their diets with salmon speared further up the
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river, along the Shelburne Falls. After the Native peoples
were forced from the land, English farmers came here and
risked their lives in the midst of contested ground, where
the two greatest military empires in Europe clashed for a
century. When the bloodshed ceased, Deerfield somehow
became a place of reflection, learning, and the preservation
of a heritage that spans race and culture, conflict and
controversy—a place where wisdom is actually a part of the
landscape. Every year, it yields a harvest of farm produce,
young graduates, and historical insight on thousands of
years of human experience.

In 1990, a group of local citizen-volunteers came
together to protect their community’s soil and soul in the
Deerfield Land Trust, whose mission was the protection of
their town’s farms and forests. In 2006, they joined forces
with the Franklin Land Trust, and together, thus far, their
combined efforts have protected about 75% of the 780
acres of the South Meadows and about 25% of the 565 acres
in the North Meadows. The Antonellis Farm conservation
project would add 157 acres to the roster of permanent local
conservation. As Phil Zea, Historic Deerfield’s long-time
executive director has said, “The truth is that Deerfield
belongs to all of us, and its preservation cannot fail.”

For more information on this effort,
please contact Mary Lynn Sabourin at
mlsabourin@franklinlandtrust.org
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Saving Our
Woodlands
& Waterways

Since the start of what we’ve come
to call settlement and civilization, the
trend has been to take the expanses of
the natural world and cut them into ever-
smaller pieces, even down to the point of
dividing up buildings into condominiums.
In planning for the future of our natural
lands, we come to see our role as reversing
this trend, with “expanding existing
conservation areas” a key priority.

When we start looking at the landscape
with a broader vision, we begin to see
points of natural synergy and cohesion
on the landscape. For example, Deerfield’s
North and South Meadows, the Poland
Brook area in Conway (where so much
conservation has been accomplished
through the efforts of FLT Trustee Tony
Borton), and large areas of Colrain,
Leyden, Bernardston, and Gill. There
are the uplands in Heath, in Hawley, and
the Buckland/Ashfield border, as well as
fields and forests in western Deerfield
and Shelburne. Sensitive environments
in Leverett and Montague, Connecticut
River towns like Whately and Sunderland,
and the high ground of Warner Hill in
Rowe and Charlemont are among many

connected areas of natural repose in this
part of the Commonwealth.

Areas such as these are as diverse as they are rich in wildlife. Access to food, water, shelter, and room to roam are
translated into habitats that are based upon soil and forest types, topography, exposure, and the change of the seasons.
Those of us who are fortunate enough to live in this place get to bear witness to places where, from the same vantage
point, the sound of peepers, the sight of water lilies, and the southward flight of geese make serial appearances on the
same piece of ground.

Franklin Land Trust’s stewardship staff attend to a range of tasks on our fee-owned properties: wildlife observation,
trail clearing, forest management, and habitat restoration among them, as well as the monitoring of thousands of acres
of conservation restriction and agricultural preservation lands. They keep alive the craft of outdoor management for
FLT, informed and enriched through insights and knowledge provided by the Massachusetts Woodlands Institute, our
conservation forestry subsidiary since 2014. Our lands staff and our volunteers manage scores of projects, moving from
inquiry to completion, and through your generosity, this quiet work of conservation brings the landscape together once
again, and in perpetuity.
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Currently Active Conservation Projects

By The Numb ers Ashfield 12 projects 806 acres
Buckland 3 projects 179 acres
Over the past 33 years, the Franklin Land Charlemont 9 projects 368 acres
Trust has worked to conserve 33,000 acres of Chicopee 1 project 58 acres
the farms, fields, forests, and open spaces in Calbetin 2 projects 381 acres
western Massachusetts. At this time, we are .
) . .. Conway 2 projects 105 acres
actively working on an additional 4,291 acres _
with 58 landowners in 20 towns. Deerfield 3 projects 178 acres
Gill 1 project 90 acres
Greenfield 1 project 6 acres
If you would like to talk to us about Hadley 1 project 58 acres
conserving your land, please contact our Hawley 1 project 22 acres
Director of Land Conservation, Alain Peteroy at Leverett 2 projects 60 acreage
apeteroy@franklinlandtrust.org or visit our Leyden D) projects 9 acres
website at franklinlandtrust.org to learn more. Montague 3 projects 66 acres
Plainfield 1 project 20 acres
Rowe 2 projects 585 acres
Shelburne 5 projects 907 acres
Sunderland 3 projects 27 acres
Westfield 2 projects 52 acres
Whately 2 projects 344 acres
Total 58 projects 4,291 acres
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n any given parcel of land, the wildlife

species in residence tell us a good deal about

the character of the ground and its place

in our larger ecosystems. We are in a time
of rapid change in weather and climate, and it behooves
all conservationists to follow circumstances carefully,
particularly in the rich and fertile landscape of western
Massachusetts.

Eastern brook trout are not only a beautiful and an
iconic species in human terms, they are also primary
indicators of the purity and temperature of our waters. The
“brookies” were once plentiful in eastern Massachusetts,
but suburban development, and
destruction of habitat have made them a rarity in many
locations. They are a species that depends upon cold,
clean water, and the loss of these qualities, particularly
in a time of increased temperatures, can remove them
from the landscape. As recently as this spring, our friends
in northern Maine reported disturbing evidence of trout
mortality in the long-productive but shallow and exposed
beaver ponds up in Aroostock County.

industrialization,

“The West Branch of the North River is
an important native brook trout stream
in Massachusetts. We all want to see it
protected. The diversity and breadth of
support for this acquisition shows the

importance associated with this effort to
preserve and enhance this resource.”

— Bill Pastuszek, Mass Representative to TU’s National
Leadership Council

(jgnéefving
the West Branch of
the Deerfield River

Brook trout habitats are the last remnants of the ancient
glaciers. Cold groundwater bubbles up through springs that
feed small streams in steep, forested lands. These streams
thread their ways like arteries down to larger brooks and
rivers that remain deeply forested, preferably with healthy
stands of evergreen trees like hemlocks, spruce, and pine.
Rapid flowage that results in deep shelter pools bordered
by angulating bedrock, boulders, and large trees that have
fallen into the channels all provide essential habitat. An
intact ecosystem of insect life, ranging from streambed-
dwelling caddis nymphs to the emerging mayflies and
accidental grasshoppers, caterpillars, and moths that
blunder around the landscape in August and September,
complete this vital resource.

This theoretical picture becomes a reality in the feeder
waters of the Deerfield River, which was probably salmon
water not all that long ago. Franklin Land Trust staff
and volunteers have concentrated for years on the waters
that trickle, run, and flow through Deerfield, Shelburne,
Colrain, Heath, and up into Charlemont, Hawley and Rowe.
In partnership with the Massachusetts Department of
Fish & Game and the “true believers” of Trout Unlimited,
our staff acted to protect the Crowningshield property on
the Deerfield’s West Branch in 2015. When the floods of
tropical storm Irene scoured the biological building blocks
of good trout habitat away from many of our streams, FLT’s
Will Sloan Anderson convened a group of collaborative
partners, including the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection, Trout Unlimited, and other
agencies and organizations, to understand the dynamic
forces within these important cold water resources. Out of
this work with these partners, FLT has demonstrated the

Continued on Page 11
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In the fall of 2018, Franklin Land Trust was awarded a Landscape
Scale Restoration (LSR) Grant through the US Forest Service (USFS),
in partnership with the Massachusetts Department of Conservation
and Recreation (DCR), to be the lead organization in a large scale tree
planting project in Greenfield, Montague, and North Adams. FLT’s
Director of Community Outreach and Education, Melissa Patterson-
Serrill has been working with local volunteers and town officials to put
this grant into action, planting almost 600 trees in the three cities in
2019. The initiative, facilitated by FLT for local benefit, is the sort of “gift
that keeps giving,” since the young trees were chosen from species that
can be expected to grow and thrive for years, supplying the abundant
shade that is part of the familiar identity of our towns in rural New
England. This year, the pandemic slowed the pace of planting, but even
so, dedicated volunteers, city leaders, and FLT managed to plant over
100 trees in 2020 so far. “Like everything else, we had to adapt,” noted
Patterson-Serrill. “It has been inspiring to see how these cities have
creatively found ways to safely keep planting, offering a much-needed
sense of hope in our communities.”

SEPTEMBER 26 | 8:30AM - NOON
LuNT FIELD, GREENFIELD

Socially Distant
Community Tree
Planting

Come help the Greenfield Tree
Committee (GTC), the Greenfield
Department of Public Works (DPW),
and Franklin Land Trust (FLT) safely
plant trees around the perimeter of
Lunt Field on Saturday, September 26th,
from 8:30am to noon. These trees will
provide important shade for athletes,
spectators, residents, and visitors, but
we need your help to get them in the
ground! Volunteers will be asked to wear
a mask and practice social distancing.
Visit franklinlandtrust.org for details.

Meet Barry

Barry Matthews is the 2020-2021 TerraCorps Community Engagement
Coordinator at the Franklin Land Trust. A native Virginian, he has spent
the past three years living in north Berkshire County, and is excited to
serve the landscapes and communities of his neighbors to the east. Barry
is a PhD candidate in American Studies at the College of William & Mary,
where his dissertation project centers on the co-development of National
Parks and automotive tourism in the early twentieth century. He has
worked as a museum educator and classroom instructor, and looks forward
to working alongside FLT’s devoted volunteers, members, and staff. Barry
enjoys exploring the trails, roads, and waters of Western Massachusetts,
learning new vegan recipes, and volunteering as a community DJ for
Williams College radio.
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Indigo Buntings are usually found in brushy areas
where fields meet forests

Bird Sightings
on Guyette Farm

The Guyette Farm in Plainfield embraces a variety of
bird habitats, including an active garden area, old fields,
managed shrubland with old apple trees, blueberries
and juniper, riparian areas around Meadow Brook and a
mixture of forest growth on its south-facing slope. This
year we were happy to see that a growth of new poplar trees
was a welcome addition to what proved to be a burgeoning
population of partridge and woodcock. As the summer
progressed, Kingbirds were feeding young high in a pine
tree, singing competitions were heard between Chestnut-
sided Warblers and Northern Yellow-throats from atop
their perches on the many shrubs and Cedar Waxwings
built a nest in one of the apple trees. In the fields we
had nesting Blue Birds, Tree Swallows and singing Song
Sparrows as well as a special visit of a group of Dickcissels
that are rare to our area. In the deep woods, Winter Wrens
fed amongst the brush piles and an entertaining territorial
dispute between Ovenbirds were seen. During a hot field
day of clearing trails, a sudden splash of color was seen as
an Indigo Bunting was joined by two Scarlet Tanagers, and
a Baltimore Oriole at the edge of last year’s young forest
habitat cut. These are just some of the bird highlights seen
by our volunteer bird surveyor, Tim Goodwin and Head
Land Steward, Will Sloan Anderson during Tim’s surveys
and Will’s working on the property. As summer progresses
into fall, we can expect to see a “rowan crop” of migrating
birds on the old place, to use a phrase that Evelyn Guyette,
who donated the land to FLT, would have known from her
years on this beloved landscape.

Coming Later
This Year

The Nan Williams property in Rowe, the
generous gift of the landowner in 2018, is managed
by Franklin Land Trust as a biological reserve for
wildlife and research. It is a parcel that is rich in
habitat, particularly noteworthy for the abundant
growth of more than sixty varieties of ephemeral
plants that return every year in the fleeting weeks
of early spring. This May, through donated funds,
FLT is working in partnership with artist, biologist
and UMass Environmental Conservation master’s
student Sophie Argetsigner who spent several weeks
visiting the site, taking photographs, and conducting
a full inventory of the species of plants that live in
this remarkable landscape. We anticipate sharing
her report with you when it is completed later this
year.

More than 60 varieties of ephemeral plants, including
this Dicentra cucullaria or Dutchman’s breeches, have
been identified to date. sophieargetsinger.com
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Franklin Land Trust’s largest annual fundraiser, the
Deerfield Dirt Road Randonnée (or D2R2, as it has come
to be known), traditionally happens in August each year.
At this challenging event, 1,500 cycling enthusiasts from
all over the world descend upon our hills and valleys to
ride for hundreds of miles in support of our conservation
mission. This year, which would have been the event’s
15th, was cancelled due to the pandemic. Instead, we
encouraged riders to get out in their own neighborhoods
during the month of August and “Ride for the Land” in
avirtual DIY D2R2 event. Over 700 riders participated.
These riders, who had pre-registered month’s in advance
for the traditional D2R2, also graciously donated their
original registration fee. In this time of difficulty for
many, their generosity does not go unnoticed—we wish
to take a moment to thank each and every one for their
support!

Riding the DIY D2Rz along
New County Road in Colrain

SAVE THE DATE

Next Year’s D2R2
August 21, 2021

Registration to open in early December 2020




Conservation for future generations

”"Conserving The West Branch of the Deerfield
River” Continued from Page 7

use of large wood shelter structures, worked with Trout
Unlimited to develop a management tool kit for cold water
streams, and has consulted with lawyers to develop a
riparian easement template based on Vermont’s successful
model. In addition to important land conservation within
this vital watershed, all of these activities combine to
restore key natural features, thus accelerating a healing
process that might otherwise have taken generations to
achieve.

In June of this year, the Franklin Land Trust took a
major further step in the conservation of the Deerfield
River watershed when it purchased the 154-acre Gudell
property in the town of Heath. The land is bounded on the
south by Hosmer Road and on the North by West Branch
Brook and FLT’s 96-acre Crowningshield Conservation
Area. Together with the nearby 60-acre sanctuary owned
by the Massachusetts Audubon Society, this purchase
brings the total area protected to 301 contiguous acres
of land and more than 2 miles of frontage along the West
Branch of the Deerfield River in Heath.

Carrying It On

Our work is measured in permanence, much of it in
the form of conservation and agricultural preservation
restrictions placed upon properties through the generos-
ity and foresight of their owners. Most of us eventually
consider where our trout rods, our family heirlooms, and
our first editions will go; in addition, for some, the legacy
of land is a gift of natural life, as well as one of human
ownership. If it makes sense, if it feels right to you to
explore the idea of passing along a landscape and an ethic
as well as a series of belongings, we would like to explore
the prospect with you. Our mission is, always has been,
and always will be the carrying on of conservation ideals
through the years and across the generations.

If you wish more information on the possibility
of permanently conserving land you have owned
and loved, please contact Mary Lynn Sabourin at

mlsabourin@franklinlandtrust.org

Fishing along the West Branch of the Deerfield River

This purchase, which was made possible through
the purchase of a Conservation Restriction from the
Massachusetts Department of Fish & Game and grants
and donations from the John T. and Jane A. Wiederhold
Foundation, Chapters of Trout Unlimited, The William
P. Wharton Trust, and FLT’s Heath Fund, is the latest
episode in a long and continuing effort to protect this vital
riparian area. Approximately 1,500 acres and 5 additional
miles of critical frontage remain to be protected in the
immediate environs of the West Branch. Those who love
the region and, in particular, who appreciate the magic of
brook trout habitat have much to be grateful for in this
latest acquisition.

Franklin Land Trust | Fall2020 11


mailto:mlsabourin@franklinlandtrust.org

NONPROFIT
PERMIT NO. 503
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

FRANKLIN LAND TRUST GREENFIELD
MASSACHUSETTS

ADDRESS SERVICE

Franklin Land Trust REQUESTED

5 Mechanic Street
P.O. Box 450
Shelburne Falls, MA
01370

Your support matters.
Thank YOU for making
a difference!

Read More Online
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We come into your homes in this season of harvest
with the hope that you are well, and that - as all of
us are attempting to do - you are effectively walking
the line between faith and fear in challenging times.
The mission of the Franklin Land Trust has always
been to act as an advocate for the balance between
civilization and the natural world; events in food,
culture, and climate now make this more of an
imperative for all of us. Now is a good time for all of
us to lean in to nature.

Your support and your commitment have always
enabled us to move confidently and effectively in this
journey, the benefits from which will accrue to the
larger community, human and otherwise, “over the
long haul.” And it is the long haul, along with “metes
and bounds,” hills, valleys, and watercourses, where
our landscape and where our lives are measured.
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