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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Rich Hubbard’s favorite view of the thousands of acres of prime farmland
he worked to conserve over his 32-year career

I began my land conservation career in May of 1986 when I was hired by
the MA Department of Food and Agriculture’s (now the MA Department of
Agricultural Resources) Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) Program as
its Agricultural Resource Specialist for western Massachusetts. Thirty-two years,
445 projects, and over 41,000 acres later, I have announced that I will be retiring as
the Executive Director of the Franklin Land Trust by the end of next year.

FLT has come a long way since I took the helm from my good friend and
founding Executive Director, Mark Zenick, in 2004. Building upon the solid
foundation laid by Mark, we have grown to a staff of 9 incredibly dedicated and
capable professionals, which has allowed us to significantly increase the pace of
land conservation. We have implemented organizational standards and practices
to ensure that we are conducting our work in an ethical, effective, and efficient
manner, and we have increased our financial resources to guarantee FLT’s long-
term sustainability. Mostimportantly, however, we have grown a base of passionate,
dedicated members, without whom none of our successes over the years would
have been possible.

My decision to step aside was one of the hardest decisions that I have ever made.
It has been the honor of a lifetime to work for FLT. Ilove doingland conservation
work, I love my staff, and I feel lucky every day that I go to work at our beautiful
headquarters in Shelburne Falls. But change will be good for FLT, bringing
an opportunity for new energy and vision to continue to move this incredible
organization forward. I am grateful for the many best wishes that I have received,
but the greatesthonor that you can bestow upon me during thisimportant transition
is to continue to generously support the Franklin Land Trust.

&/k_' < f—/—;f—.-\_________
Richard K. Hubbard
Executive Director

IN MEMORIUM

Remembering
Jill Ker Conway

It is with great sorrow that I note the passing of Jill
Ker Conway. One of the most gracious and positive
people I have ever known, Jill was a great friend and
mentor. A passionate supporter of land conservation
and FLT, Jill guaranteed that her passion will live
on well beyond her lifetime by conserving her land
in Conway and leaving a generous bequest to FLT.
Thank you for everything, Jill!

— Rich Hubbard

Why I Support FLT

JUDY WILLIAMS, PLAINFIELD

“Looking for Conservation Minded Buyers” that
was the notice in the Sanctuary Magazine that I
received. The notice described land in Plainfield,
a town unknown to me at the time. The following
Saturday my husband, Dudley & I, and our dog,
Mandy, drove an hour from our home in Longmeadow
to Plainfield. After two hours of exploring we knew
that this was the land that we wanted to conserve.
Now twenty years later we are totally committed to the
preservation of this land which lies between two other
large conservation areas, making an important corridor for wildlife. During the past twenty years, our family,
friends, community members, and school groups have enjoyed hiking and camping on the land. Our grown
grandchildren share happy memories of adventures that they enjoyed while visiting us.

We are all aware of the academic reasons for conserving land and preserving resources to support over 7

billion people on this planet, but who can measure the intangible pleasures of memories of a snowshoe walk in
the winter woods or sitting by a stream on a hot summer day? How many of us have heard people say that they
will not return to where they grew up, because it has been transformed from a natural area to a shopping center
or housing development? I derive pleasure from knowing that the land that we preserved will continue in its
natural state in perpetuity for others to enjoy after we are gone. This is why I support FLT and other conservation
organizations that do this invaluable work every day.

I have always enjoyed the following quote from Andy Warhol. “I think having land and not ruining it is the
most beautiful art that anybody could ever want to own.”

Why do you support FLT and the work of land conservation? Send us your story!

Email us at info@franklinlandtrust.org
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f you've ever looked at a map of land ownership in
Franklin and Hampshire counties, you would see
a huge swath of land at the nexus of Cummington,
Plainfield, and Ashfield. Over the last several
decades, these 500 acres of land have been home to the
Cummington Farm Ski Touring Center, Swift River
Academy, and Addiction Campuses. Now thanks to
you, 633 acres of land are permanently conserved, and
MassWildlife owns an additional 470 acres, called the
Swift River Wildlife Management Area.

As you might imagine, conserving this critical land
took many years of hard work and many people and
entities working together. Your support made this
project possible, along with the Department of Fish and
Game’s Land Acquisition Program and a grant from the
Commonwealth’s Landscape Partnership Program. In
addition to greatly expanding a state wildlife management
area, you helped place a conservation restriction on
100 acres of FLT’s Guyette Farm in Plainfield, place a
conservation restriction on 32 acres owned by Jeanne
Sargent and Jack Nelson, and establish the new 26-acre
Meadow Brook Conservation Area owned by FLT.

Large blocks ofland like this are increasingly important
in a changing climate. “We need extensive, contiguous
areas conserved to facilitate movements of animal and
plant communities in response to longer growing seasons
and increased occurrences of both drought and flooding,”
according to John Scanlon, MassWildlife’s Habitat
Program Supervisor. Sometimes referred to simply as

The Swift River Wildlife
Management Area grew
by 470 acres through
this exciting Landscape
Partnership Project.

Thanks to you, a conservation restriction on
FLTs Guyette Farm will ensure that this special
land is protected forever, for everyone.
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- Swift River Landscape Partnership Project

wildlife corridors, these connected lands are essential
to making sure that animals, insects, and plants can find
food, shelter, and breeding grounds that they need to
survive.

On the newly acquired land in the Swift River Wildlife
Management Area, you will find an abundance of diverse
wildlife habitats, from open grasslands, shrublands, and
young forests, to wetland marshes and shrub swamps, as
well as second-growth forests of beech, birch, and maple,
and even a biologically mature hemlock forest—all of
which support many wildlife species in need.

“The Swift River Landscape Partnership Project is
a crucial piece of the puzzle in protecting tributaries
of the East Branch of the Westfield River,” stated
Brian Hawthorne, MassWildlife’s Habitat Planning
Coordinator. “The long history of human land use on
these properties has created and maintained this habitat
diversity, and land managers from FLT and MassWildlife
will continue their partnership by managing these habitats
for the benefit of wildlife species”.
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Existing Conservation Land

Though relatively small, FLT’s new Meadow Brook
Conservation Area includes a beautiful stand of sugar
maples and several hundred feet of frontage along Meadow
Brook, a cold water stream that feeds into the Swift River.
It will also help protect the rural character of South Street
in Plainfield and Cummington. “Adding a conservation
restriction to the Guyette Farm has long been a goal of
ours,” says Rich Hubbard, FLT’s Executive Director.
“We're grateful thatin adding that extralayer of protection,
we were able to contribute to this large landscape-scale
project with our partners and help conserve so many
critical habitats.” In addition to MassWildlife, the towns of
Plainfield and Cummington were essential in supporting
this project. In Plainfield’s case, the town is co-holding the
conservation restriction on the Sargent and Nelson’s land,
which is required by the state grant.

Please join us in celebrating this project and
learning more about the important habitat on
this land on November 3rd. See page 9 for more
information!



The diversity of local wood provides the
opportunity to creatively connect people to the
land in the buildings we inhabit.

Finding Local Wood

www.westernmasswood.org

Wood is the ultimate green building material. It
provides you with beauty, warmth, and character, as
well as environmental benefits like long-term carbon
storage and conservation of local forestland. Simply put,
there’s little that can compete with wood. Here in western
Massachusetts, where 85% of the land is forested, wood
is an abundant and renewable resource that adds value to
our local economy. However, finding the right supplier of
wood for your project can be an obstacle.

Western Mass Wood is a new website that will make it
easier for designers, builders, and homeowners to access
local wood by connecting people seeking wood with

people sourcing wood. The site, www.westernmasswood.org, is an online directory of sawmill, kilns, and loggers working
in western Massachusetts. It also includes a bulletin board function where you can post your specific needs and notify
people with access to wood who have subscribed to the website notifications.

The website, sponsored by the Massachusetts Woodlands Institute (MWI), aims to encourage people to use more
local wood in their building projects. Whether you are building a timber frame home constructed entirely of wood or
you are looking for some locally sourced wood for a renovation, finishes, or furniture, the website will help connect you

to the resources you need.

More Conservation
Land to Love

Thanks to a generous nature lover, you
now have a new special place to explore in
Heath. Loretta Butehorn recently donated
the Sara Beeler Wright PhD Memorial
Forest to FLT. The 63 acres of woods in
the Dell section of Heath will be our 8th
conservation area open to the public for
hiking and in this property’s case, dog
walking. Loretta and her wife Susan
Downey adore their two dogs and in donating their land
to us, wanted to make sure that the public will always have
a place to walk their dogs in the woods.

The land contains a healthy mix of northern hardwood
trees, and provides habitat for bear, moose, and other
wide-ranging mammals. The land also has several cellar
holes that testify to the long history of human use and
habitation in the region.

In creating a lasting legacy with this donation of land,
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Butehorn and Susan Downey, second and third from left.

Loretta wanted to name the land after her late partner,
Sara Beeler Wright who died from Alzheimer’s disease
many years ago. The land was a favorite place for them
to camp to enjoy being close to nature. Now thanks to
Loretta’s generosity, everyone will have the opportunity
to enjoy this lovely land.

FLT is currently planning for trails, public access,
and habitat management on this special land. Look for
a celebration and official opening of the property next

spring.

Connecting the Dots

Linking conserved lands, wildlife and YOU!

Thanks to you, conserved land in Massachusetts is
helping our wildlife survive and thrive. With your help,
these important lands are providing intact habitat for
wildlife where they can find food, shelter, and clean water.
As more land is conserved, especially in large connected
blocks, wildlife can travel safely from food sources to
waterways and breeding grounds, away from busy roads
and development.

Now, thanks to remote trail cameras, we can see
wildlife in our region through a crystal clear lens. These
images offer a closer, more intimate look into the lives
of the many animals who live among us. Seeing bears
with young cubs, moose looking for food, or beavers
busily chopping branches builds a personal connection
to the abstract concept of “wildlife,” and reinforces the
compelling reason to conserve the places where they live.
Conserving wildlife habitat helps to keep our delicate
ecosystem in balance, ensuring the health and vitality of
our land for everyone - including you!

But we must not let our guard down. Habitat loss
is responsible for declining wildlife populations all over
the world. This can happen as a result of development,
pollution, the introduction of invasive plants and insects,
or any time a natural habitat is no longer able to support
its native plant and animal populations. As our climate

® - F23C ® 09-24-2017 18:16:24

PHOTO \ SALLY NASER, CR WILDLIFE CAMS

changes rapidly, the protection of critical habitat for our
wildlife populations will become increasingly important.

Sharing the stories of the animals in our backyards
will build the support we need to protect wildlife habitat,
and you can help!

@ Come to our wildlife camera workshop on
December 6th, led by Sally Naser of CR
Wildlife Cams. Together we can continue
protecting Massachusetts wildlife, one
snapshot at a time.

1) GET AWILDLIFE CAMERA

Visit Trailcampro.com or Camlock Box to shop and
compare trail cameras. Be sure to get a security box
and a Master Python Cable lock to prevent theft.

2) PICKYOURLOCATION CAREFULLY

Set up your camera near water, logs, stonewalls, game
trails, or food sources if you can. Bring clippers to
remove twigs and grasses that might trigger your
camera as they sway in the wind. Be sure to ask
permission if it’s not on your land!

Using a Wildlife Camera: § tips for Success!

3) WAIT AT LEAST 3 WEEKS until you check your
camera. Bring extra batteries and a spare memory
card. Bring a card reader to see your photos in the
field. Reset your camera and wait another 3 weeks!

4) SHARE YOUR PHOTOS with friends, family
and FLT!

5) GET INSPIRATION FROM THE EXPERTS!
Follow “CR Wildlife Cams” and “Trail Camera Photos
and Videos” on Facebook or Instagram.

Franklin Land Trust | Fall 2018 7
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N A Ride fOl‘ the Lamd‘ Il Be great, ride the D2R2.

Il A super challenging Il Bloody great event.

and a Day to Remembe

3 DEERFIELD DIRT ROAD RANDONHNEE

165 VOLUNTEERS

1,519 RIDERS

1,790 GALLONS OF WATER

Il Ridiculously challenging,
insanely fun!"

Il It's a unique experience, often imitated
but never equaled."

Il Grueling enlightenment."
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PHOTO | ROMAN SIROMAKHA

A HUGE thank you to all the riders and volunteers who made this
year’s D2R2 a wonderful (and soggy!) success. This ride is FLT’s biggest
fundraiser, showcasing the diversity of farmland, forests, and meandering
waterways of western Massachusetts to thousands of riders from around
the world. Over the last 13 years, D2R2 riders have helped FLT protect the
scenic views that make D2R2 such a unique and beautiful ride. Here’s some
of what you had to say about the ride:

Il This is a bucket-list
ride that supports an
important cause in an
amazing community."

Il One of the most rewarding days you'll

have on a bike!"

1,800 PB&] SANDWICHES

7,680 OZ OF PICKLE JUICE

116,357 TOTAL MILES RIDDEN

ride on some of the
most beautiful roads
in the country (world?)
Excellent support, very
well organized. Really
positive atmosphere
with people from all

What cycling should be."

Il A ride through little towns
and farms that takes you
back 100 years."

Il The most beautiful way
over. to hurt yourself ever!"

And by the way, help

these good folks keep us

of condos!"

Il Amazing scenery, quiet
roads, great camaraderie,

awesome volunteers."

riding by fields instead

As many of you have
heard our longtime Executive
Director, Richard Hubbard,
will retire next year. During
Rich’s fourteen-year tenure
the Franklin Land Trust
has evolved from a small

mom-and-pop operation to
a major force for the conservation of farms, forests
and wildlands in western Massachusetts. Rich was
responsible for the capital campaign that enabled us
to purchase and renovate FLT’s permanent home on
Mechanic Street in Shelburne and to vastly increase
the size our endowment. During the time he has
served, he and a dedicated staff have worked with local
farmers andlandowners to bring FLT s total conserved
acres to over 32,000. Under Rich’s leadership, FLT

A Letter from FLT’s President, Paul Cooper

has done more in terms of acres of land conserved with
less money than virtually any other organization.

When you drive on small rural roadsin our area and
see the natural beauty of Franklin County, you should
realize that it is no accident that we have not been
engulfed by development. We have Rich Hubbard’s
ambitious vision of land conservation to thank for
keeping this area scenic and beautiful for today and
for future generations.

We can’t thank Rich enough for his many years of
hard work. As we begin a search for his replacement,
we hope to be able to find a new Executive Director
with as much dedication to the cause as he has shown.
Rest assured that with your generous support our
future is bright and our work in land preservation,
environmental education, and outdoor recreation will
continue unabated.

Franklin Land Trust | Fall 2018
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Learn More & RSVP Online

ﬁ Events franklinlandtrust.org/event-list
¢ or RSVP at (413) 625-9151

%?* 1 5. 9 DECEMBER2 | 10AM | WHATELY
NOVEMBER 15 | 2—-4rm | PLAINFIELD g ‘f

Woods Walk: Managing
for Ruffed Grouse and
Woodcock

Join FLT staff, Ruffed Grouse Society Regional
Wildlife Biologist Andy Weik, and Forester Tom Brule
for a tour and discussion at FLT’s Guyette Farm. Learn
about upcoming forest management practices and
ongoing conservation efforts that will improve habitat
conditions for ruffed grouse, woodcock, and other

wildlife.

FREEAND OPENTO ALL.
RSVP ONLINE ORBY PHONE.

TUE 1DEA AT HELPED SAVE OUR FEATUERED Fhinpg

Local Author Book
Reading! Counting Birds:

The Idea That Helped Save
Our Feathered Friends

Join FLT and author Heidi E.Y Stemple for a reading of
her new children’s book Counting Birds at the Whately
Library. This beautifullyillustrated book highlights how
you and your family can help wildlife by simply getting
out and counting birds! This readingis part of the Ninth
Annual Whately Library Handmade Holiday Craft Fair,
teaturing local artists and beautiful handmade crafts.

FREEAND OPENTO ALL.
NO RSVP REQUIRED.

NOVEMBER 3 | 10aM-12PM | Plainfield

A Conservation

Celebration of
Swift River

Come celebrate the newly-conserved Swift River
Wildlife Management Area! Hear from Fish and
Wildlife’s John Scanlon and Brian Hawthorne about
the role this important piece of land plays in the
broader landscape and the special habitat found on
this land. Optional tour of Swift River WMA to follow.
Light refreshments will be served. Located at Plainfield
Town Hall.

FREEAND OPENTO ALL.
RSVP ONLINE ORBY PHONE.

DECEMBER 6 | 7PM | SHELBURNE FALLS

Wildlife Connections:
Using Cameras to Learn
About Animals in Qur
Backyards

Spend an evening with wildlife camera specialist
Sally Naser, of CR Wildlife Cams. See beautiful and
compelling photos of animals in their element and hear
stories from the field about how to capture such amazing
photos. Learn about the role land conservation plays in
the protection of our local wildlife, and how you can use
wildlife cameras in your own backyard! Located at the
Franklin Land Trust office.

FREEAND OPENTO ALL.
RSVP ONLINE ORBY PHONE.
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Your support matters.
Thank YOU for
making a difference!

Read More Online

Q FranklinLandTrust.org
El © @ fltrust
¥ @flandtrust
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Your support conserves land that helps bear,
moose, bobcat, and so many other animals, birds,
insects, and plants thrive.

i 3'

We had quite a year!

CheCk out our Onhne Remember FLT on Giving Tuesday, or any day!
Annual Report Giving Tuesday, November 27th, is an international
event to give back to the organizations that make
WWW.REPORT.FRANKLINLANDTRUST.ORG our world a better place.

2 franklinlandtrust.org/donate



