
Conserving 
Land for a 
Better Future
North Pond: Saved!
Responding to a Changing Forest
More than Just a Pretty View

FA LL 2019Conserving Farms, Fields & Forests Since 1987

Franklin Land Trust



2     Franklin Land Trust  |  Fall 2019 Franklin Land Trust  |  Fall 2019      3

FROM T H E E X ECU T I V E DIR ECTOR

Thank you all for welcoming me to 
the family of the Franklin Land 
Trust, and into the lives of the 
communities, the neighborhoods, 

and the families that we serve here in western 
Massachusetts.  I guess I’m not what you’d 
call a complete stranger here; my mom and 
dad started bringing me to Deerfield when 
Dwight Eisenhower was president, back when 
you could make believe that your family was 
wending its way up the Mohawk Trail in a 
covered wagon instead of a De Soto. 

In retrospect, those seem like simpler times, 
when our landscapes, our weather, and our 
economies seemed only remarkable when they 
were punctuated by the occasional hurricane.   
Recent years have seen us dealing with startling levels of unpredictability in the 
form of temperature swings, extreme weather events, and the increased presence 
of damaging insects.  Yet our western Massachusetts countryside has always 
been a place whose strong suit is a combination of observation, adaptation, and 
self-reliance. Hereabouts, we’ve made a specialty of learning from change and 
making it work for us. We have seen the economy shift from barter amongst hill 
town neighbors to the bustle of retail of market towns like Shelburne Falls and 
Greenfield, then to big city consumers by the Charles and the Hudson. We have 
seen abandoned farms find new life in the hands young farmers.  We have seen the 
rise of dairy farming in the days of the Hoods and the Whitings, and the faith of 
farming grandfathers and grandmothers kept alive by generations of their offspring 
as they shifted from sheep farming to raising layers and broilers, from dairy to beef 
cattle, and even from raising salad greens to growing hemp. 

In the face of new uncertainties, we look for signs of adaptation in nature; we 
seek out opportunities to collaborate with our neighbors as we all strive to maintain 
the health of the landscape.  In addition to our faithful work of conservation and 
stewardship, Franklin Land Trust staff and volunteers engage in a host of activities 
designed to address the new challenges in the spirit of an old faith in the natural 
world.  In recent months, this work has included:

B Continued conservation planning, prioritizing the protection of corridor blocks 
where wildlife can take refuge during periods of climate adaptation, working 
with the Massachusetts Department of Fish & Game and other agencies;

B Mitigating recent flood damage on the west branch of the north river, a tributary 
of the Deerfield River as part of an innovative stream bank restoration project 
undertaken with the support of Trout Unlimited;

B Participation in the Deerfield, Ashfield, Conway and Plainfield Municipal 
Vulnerability Planning that seeks to anticipate and plan for a host of needs 
and contingencies, and with other municipalities on similar ventures;

B Creating young forest habitat for bird species in decline on our Guyette Farm 
property  in partnership with the Department of Fish and Game and the Ruffed 
Grouse Society; 

Tom Curren 
Executive Director

B Utilizing the Northern Institute of Applied Climate 
Science (NIACS) model on our Walnut Hill Woods 
property to assess the impacts of climate change and 
guide our forest management decisions. 

None of us can do these things alone or in isolation. 
During a time of profound change, our job is to help define 
the options and to help learn through all the questions.  
In general, we want to see good growing land stay in 
production, whether it’s field or forest, and we want to see 
our clean water resources stay that way. In particular, we’d 
like to play a role in securing the traditional, generative use 
of the land, in perpetuity.  In doing this as our life’s work, 

In the face of new uncertainties, collaboration with conservation minded supporters like you  
will be our most valuable tool. 

Welcome Eli
FLT would like to welcome Eli Pease to our staff team. Eli joins us as our 

new Land Steward where he will be monitoring conservation restrictions, 
working with volunteers and managing our fee owned properties. Eli holds 
a degree from the University of Massachusetts in Wildlife Conservation and 
Ecology and joins us most recently from a position with the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission where he was trapping and tagging whitetail deer for 
the agency’s deer-forest study. Eli spends a lot of time outdoors, both on 
and off the job. He likes to hunt, fish and hike. We are thrilled to have him 
on board. Welcome Eli!

we know that we are bucking some strong cultural trends 
that lean us in the direction of consumption, exploitation, 
and development. From this bend in the river, we can see 
those trends beginning to shift back towards responsible 
norms, and, may we say, not a minute too soon. We aim to 
help twitch things along in that direction. We can all live 
with that.  

In the course of this good work, we need the faith and 
the help of all who love this landscape and want to help 
conserve this land for a better future. As always, you have 
our appreciation and our gratitude.
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Increasing Forest Resiliency for an Uncertain 
Future: provides landowners, foresters, conservation 
organizations and municipal officials a framework for 
addressing climate related challenges that is specific 
to your forest and takes your individual goals into 
consideration. 
masswoods.org/sites/masswoods.net/files/Forest-
Resiliency.pdf

Caring for Your Woods: provides resources for learning 
about woodlands, understand natural systems, and 
working with forestry professionals to accomplish forest 
management goals. 

www.masswoodlands.org/programs/forest-
stewardship

Each year we see the impact of climate change 
in our region: intense heat and cold; extreme 
rain and wind events; and shorter winters with 
less snow cover. These changes have an impact 

on the plants and animals on the land. As our climate 
shifts, our forested land will shift with it. Increased 
pests, invasive plants and tolerance for drought or heat 
are predicted to change our forested landscape. As forest 
landowners and managers, FLT and MWI are actively 
working to arm ourselves with current science driven data 
and innovative and effective partnerships to ensure that 
we make responsible and informed management decisions 
on the land you love. 

Last year, FLT, MWI and our partners in conservation 
turned to the Northern Institute for Applied Climate 
Science (NIACS), a division of the US Forest Service. 
NIACS takes climate-based forestry research and makes 
it accessible for landowners. NIACS has developed a 
Forest Management Adaptation Toolkit to help land 
managers review their goals and objectives for their land 
in the face of a changing climate. NIACS uses online 
tools that incorporate climate research, critical thinking 
and case studies to help land managers choose long term 
management strategies that take climate change into 
account.  

We put the NIACS model to work by using FLT’s 
Walnut Hill Woods property in Buckland MA as a case 
study. This property was donated to FLT in 2012 and is 
home to a diverse forest community. It includes an active 
sugarbush, areas with abundant spring ephemerals such 
as trillium and bleeding heart, a stand of hemlock that has 
been heavily hit by the hemlock wooly adelgid, a healthy 

What’s in your woods? Monitoring changes over time 
can help you make informed decisions about your land. 

mix of northern hardwoods and early successional forest. 
These diverse woodlands support a variety of wildlife 
species and rare plants. The property is also managed for 
recreation and is open for hunting. 

As landowners and stewards we have a lot of questions 
about how best to manage our forests with climate change 
in mind. Will our hemlock survive when hemlock wooly 
adelgid populations increase due to warmer temperatures? 
Will our sugar bush survive as the climate changes to favor 
southern species like oak and hickory? Will the delicate 
timing of our spring ephemeral plants be upset by earlier 
leaf out caused by shifting seasonal periods?

The NIACS Forest Management Adaptation Toolkit 
helped us answer these questions by calling for a closer 

Responding 
to a Changing 
Forest
NOTES FROM MWI

Find a forestry professional 
near you, and learn more about 
managing your woods at:  
www.masswoods.org

The Massachusetts Woodlands 
Institute assists forest landowners 

like you by providing resources 
to help you manage your woods 

according to your goals. 

look at the unique needs for each of the ecosystem 
communities present at Walnut Hill Woods. We reviewed 
our existing management plan in light of the impacts of 
warmer summers, intense rainfall, reduced snow cover, 
prolonged drought, and potential impacts of pest and 
pathogens. The toolkit took us through a process of 
weighing a variety of management strategies against our 
goals, climate projections and possible outcomes. 

Looking at Walnut Hill Woods through the climate 
change lens is actively guiding our future management 
of the property towards adaptation, observation and 
education. We plan to adapt our forest management 

practices to increase the diversity of tree species, and 
boost the presence of trees like oak and hickory that are 
more likely to do well in as our climate changes.  We will 
monitor changes on the land over time with the help of 
citizen scientists to continue to make informed decisions 
well into the future. And finally, we will share what we 
learn with you. The forest at Walnut Hill Woods represents 
woodlands across our region. It is our hope that this work 
will serve as platform for you to learn about managing 
your woods according to your goals while taking climate 
change into account.

Managing YOUR Woods
Franklin Land trust owns land to provide habitat for wildlife and 

recreational opportunities for our local communities. We also own and 
manage land to provide you with management examples as you think 
about your management goals. Through active management of our lands 
we offer a variety of management models for you to visit and learn from as 
you make decisions about your land. 

By engaging in key partnership with private and public organizations, 
Franklin Land Trusts can make financial support and professional know-
how available to you.  There are many resources available to you, whether you 
are interested in managing for wildlife habitat, stream health, recreation, 
timber, or resiliency as our climate shifts. See below for resources on 
managing your woods and give us a call if you have any questions!

USDA’s The Northern Institute 
of Applied Climate Science: 
provides information, online 
courses, and resources for forest 
landowners and managers on 
managing forests for climate change, 
adaptation and enhanced carbon 
sequestration. 
www.nrs.fs.fed.us/niacs

The MA DCR Foresters for the Birds 
Program helps you manage your 
woods for birds and other wildlife.
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preservation would have never happened. The Town of 
Southwick should be forever grateful to the FLT for all of 
the effort and time that was devoted to this effort."

Alain Peteroy, Director of Land Conservation at FLT, 
was with this project from start to finish. “Working 
alongside state and local partners to conserve this critical 
land was deeply satisfying and we have made lifelong 
friends in the process,” says Peteroy. “We look forward 
to hearing about the continued efforts of community 
residents, town officials and state entities as they manage 
the land for everyone to enjoy.”

This important work is not possible without you and 
your continued efforts to conserve beautiful and important 
lands for today and for future generations to enjoy forever. 

significant financial support for this project. The initial 
phase of this project was the purchase of 83 acres of this 
property by the Commonwealth of MA in 2017. This 
critical acquisition expanded existing grassland habitat 
on the abutting 267-acre Southwick Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA) and the 195-acre Connecticut Wildlife 
Management Area in Suffield, CT, creating what is the 
largest publicly owned grassland in southern New England, 
a rare and highly threatened type of wildlife habitat in our 
region.  

The remaining 62 acres of woodlands on this property 
connect the grassland habitat with the shoreline of North 
Pond, thus conserving a significant wildlife corridor. 
DFG land agent Christina Peterson states, “Looking at 
the North Pond parcel from across the lake fills me with 
great satisfaction. Conserving such a long stretch of 
waterfront on a heavily developed area is a great success 
story. The Department of Fish and Game is grateful for the 
persistence Franklin Land Trust brought to the project in 
order to make it finally happen.”

Through two Town Meeting votes, Southwick approved 
spending 1.5 million dollars in Community Preservation 
Act funding and 1.2 million in bond funding for the project. 
Conservation Commission Chair Christopher Pratt 
says, “This land has been at the top of the Conservation 
Commission’s wish list as the land that would be of most 
benefit to preserve in Southwick. This land checks all of 
the boxes for the type of land that should be protected.”

Rallying Local Support
In the spring of 2019, the townspeople, led by volunteer 

organizer, Michelle Pratt, came together in the final 
hours to rally support for the additional town funds for 
the project. “As the Save North Pond Project progressed 
toward the final deadline, it was clear that it was going to 
take a total community effort to pull it off.  Concerned 
citizens joined together to inform, educate and advocate 
for the project.  The culmination of our efforts resulted 
in a town meeting of unprecedented attendance with an 
overwhelmingly positive outcome to preserve this land 
and our environment – forever.”

The Town of Southwick now owns and manages the 
62 acres of woodlands and shoreline, on which it intends 
to create a trail system on existing paths and open it 
up for public enjoyment.  The MA DFG purchased the 
conservation restriction on this parcel to partner with 
Southwick in the permanent conservation of the land. 
Dennis Clark, Conservation Coordinator for the Town of 
Southwick states, "Without the help of the Franklin Land 
Trust and its staff with their diligence and persistence this 

North Pond: 
Saved!

Thanks to you, Franklin Land Trust celebrated 
the permanent protection of 145 acres of 
grassland, forest and shoreline on North Pond, 
the last remaining undeveloped shoreline of 

the Congamond Lakes in Southwick, MA. Although not in 
our traditional territory, the Franklin Land Trust (FLT) 
was called into the Town of Southwick by state and local 
officials because of the significance of the land at risk and 
the immediate threat of development. They recognized 
that FLT, with its 32 years of conservation experience, its 
capacity to handle multifaceted land deals and its long-
standing relationships with state partners was uniquely 
positioned to take on such a large and complex project.

The North Pond property sits atop a major aquifer that 
serves as a public drinking water supply for thousands 
of people living in the towns of Southwick, West 

Thanks to you, the last 
remaining undeveloped 

shoreline on North Pond has 
been permanently protected.

145 acres of forest land on North Pond, along with over 
600 acres of grassland habitat are now open to you for 
hiking, hunting, fishing, and birding. 

Springfield and Westfield in Massachusetts and Suffield 
in Connecticut.  With climate change impacting weather 
patterns, including intensifying the length and severity of 
droughts in the northeast, securing access to a plentiful 
supply of clean drinking water is becoming an increasing 
concern for many communities.  Conserving this land 
meant that it would not be developed into dozens of house 
lots which would have represented a clear threat to this 
important public drinking water supply. 

Conserving Critical Habitat
In addition, this property’s importance from a wildlife 

conservation standpoint cannot be overstated. The MA 
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program and 
MA Department of Fish and Game (DFG) both provided 

145 acres of forested land on North Pond along with 600 acres of grassland habitat  
are now open to you for hiking, hunting, birding and fishing.
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Fall Foliage Celebratory 
Hike at North Pond 
Conservation Area

Southwick, MA
October 24, 2019  4-5:30pm

FLT will be celebrating the permanent conservation of the 
last undeveloped shoreline on North Pond with our state 
partners, volunteers and you! Visit the shoreline on North 
Pond, tour the extensive grassland habitat and celebrate 
this monumental accomplishment. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

RSVP FOR DIRECTIONS.
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changed if this parcel was sold for development. That’s not 
something we can get back once it’s lost,” says Hubbard. 

It’s important to note that the decision the Prondecki’s 
made to conserve their land protects far more than just the 
beautiful view. Forests act as natural filters, cleaning water 
as it works its way into streams, rivers, and reservoirs. We 
can protect our water by conserving the land around it, 
in turn protecting the wildlife, plants and other natural 
resources that the land supports. Thanks to the Scenic 

Byway Land Protection Project, this forested land will 
remain undeveloped and the view will endure for residents, 
visitors and travelers forever.

 

Protecting Farms and Food 
Over half of the acres conserved through the Scenic 

Byway Land Protection Project are on farmlands. The 
Massachusetts Agricultural Preservation Restriction 
Program (APR) protects farmland from development 
in perpetuity, while requiring that it remain in active 
agricultural use. APRs offer a non-development alternative 
to farmers who are faced with difficult decisions about the 
future of their farms.

Farmers in our region are facing significant pressure 
as our climate changes. Warmer growing seasons, 
prolonged drought, severe rain and wind events, increased 
pest populations and a fluctuating freeze/thaw cycle are 
just some of the many climate related challenges facing 
farmers today. As we rely more and more on local farms 
for healthy food, ensuring that family farms remain active 
and productive is of paramount importance. 

The Scenic Byway Land Protection Project leveraged 
state APR funds to conserve more farmland, creatively 
using multiple conservation tools for multiple benefits. 
This effective collaboration permanently protected the 
scenic farmland views, helped farmers keep their farms, 
prevented the loss of critical farmlands to development 
and ensures fresh local food for your family.   

Thanks to committed landowners, our partners in 
conservation and you, we can creatively work together for 
a better future, one parcel at a time. 

More Than Just 
a Pretty View 

The scenic views, forests and working farmland 
unique to western Massachusetts make this a 
beautiful region to explore and an excellent place 
to live. Travelers from around the country come 

here to tour our iconic New England towns, sugar houses, 
farm stands and beautiful back roads. But the spectacular 
views, quiet country roads, forests and farmlands so 
cherished by visitors and residents alike are not here by 
accident. In fact, thanks to you, many of these lands have 
been conserved by farmers and other private landowners 
with the help of the Scenic Byway Land Protection Project.

This project, funded by the National Scenic Byway 
Program, allowed Franklin Land Trust in partnership with 
the Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) 
and other state partners to conserve a total of 1,528 acres 
along designated scenic byways in Franklin County over 
the last ten years. The National Scenic Byway Program 
was designed to recognize and celebrate scenic roads 
across the country, and the Scenic Byway Land Protection 
Project in Franklin County took this one step further by 
permanently protecting both the scenic views and the 
land itself. 

We know that conserving land helps to mitigate the 
effects of a changing climate. By keeping forests as forests, 
farms as farms and by protecting land along waterways and 
wetlands we are ensuring that natural systems continue to 
clean our air, filter our water, produce healthy food, and 
support diverse plant and wildlife populations. The Scenic 

Byway Land Protection Project essentially doubled your 
impact by offering a creative and effective tool to conserve 
important land along our most beautiful and celebrated 
roadways.

Protecting Viewsheds  
and Watersheds

When you visit the French King Bridge on the Mohawk 
Trail Scenic Byway, you’ll see sweeping and spectacular 
views of the Connecticut River. “It is one of the most 
photographed places in the pioneer valley,” says former 
FLT Executive Director Rich Hubbard. Thanks to 
supporters like you and the Scenic Byway Land Protection 
Project, this iconic view is now permanently protected in 
all four directions. 

Protecting this viewshed was a work in progress. In 
1999, the state purchased and conserved the forest land 
to the southwest of the bridge, and later conserved the 
forest land to the northwest of the bridge in 2003. In 2013 
the state conserved the land to the southeast of the bridge 
with the help of FLT, FRCOG and the Scenic Byway Land 
Protection Project. Nearly 20 years later, the final 5-acre 
forested parcel to the northwest of the bridge, owned 
by the Prondecki family, was at risk of being sold and 
developed. But instead, the Prondecki’s agreed to work 
with FLT to permanently protect the land they love. “The 
view from the French King Bridge would have been forever 

The Scenic Byway Land 
Protection Project ensures 

that you will enjoy stunning 
views along our region’s most 

celebrated roadways - forever. 
As local business owners and conservation-minded 
landowners, Frank and Deborah Prondecki have 
always wanted to protect their land. 

When you support the 
conservation of working 
farmlands, you are 
supporting your local 
farmers, your community 
and your family. 
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Saturday, November 2  |  1–3pm 
Apex Orchards, Shelburne

Franklin County Cider Days 
with Franklin Land Trust
Join Franklin Land Trust at Apex orchards in Shelburne to celebrate 
the 25th Annual Cider Days. Not sure what kind of apple tree is in your 
yard? Bring an apple and an FLT volunteer will work to identify it while 
you enjoy freshly pressed cider! FREE AND OPEN TO ALL 

Events

Thursday, November 21   | 7–8pm 
Franklin Land Trust, 5 Mechanic Street, Shelburne Falls

Carving out a Living on the Land: 
Lessons on Resourcefulness and Craft from an 
Unusual Christmas Tree Farm

Join local author and farmer Emmet Van Driesche for readings from 
his new book “Carving Out a Living on the Land.” Hear stories from 
his life as a tree farmer and learn about the challenges and rewards of 
taking on someone else’s legacy and carrying it forward.  Books will be 
available for purchase. FREE AND OPEN TO ALL 

Saturday, November 9  |  10am–12pm 
Guyette Farm, Plainfield

Foresters for the Grouse!
Last winter, FLT managed 17.5 acres of forested land at the Guyette Farm 
to improve ruffed grouse and woodcock habitat. Nine months later new 
growth is springing up and habitat for wildlife is plentiful. Join FLT land 
stewards for a tour of the area. Learn about our wildlife management 
goals, how we are working to accomplish them, and our plans for using 
wood harvested from Guyette Farm. FREE AND OPEN TO ALL 

RSVP  
info@franklinlandtrust.org 
(413) 625–9151

 Without your help and support, this important work would 
not be possible. As a token of our appreciation, we invite 
you, your family and your friends to our free fall events.  
We hope you will join us!

This spring the Franklin Land Trust accepted two conservation restrictions from Bill Sheehan and Katherine 
Robertson of Conway that protect the two small fields in Conway’s historic Pumpkin Hollow. More recently known 
as the epicenter of the February 2017 tornado touchdown, Pumpkin Hollow was historically the center of town with a 
church, school, store, inn, harness shop, and wagon shop.

Once the land was conserved the two parcels were sold to the respective neighbors to continue to be used for 
agriculture, gardening, wildlife habitat, wetland protection and of course forever protecting the iconic scenic views.

A huge thank you to Tim Goodwin of Ashfield 
for the many volunteer hours he has spent at our 
Guyette Farm and Crowningshield Conservation 
Area properties gathering data for a bird survey. 

Observation results will be available online 
soon at www.franklinlandtrust.org

Pumpkin Hollow Protected!

Many thanks to Bill and Katherine for having the forethought to purchase these special properties years ago in order to 
protect a unique and beloved landscape. 

Thanks to your support and attendance 
at this year’s D2R2 ride, we will be able to 
conserve approximately 1,000 additional 
acres of the beautiful landscapes that make 
this ride so special. Thank you!

Photo: Christopher Kochanski (Bridgewater, MA)
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Your support matters. 
Thank YOU for making 

a difference!

Read More Online 
  FranklinLandTrust.org

     fltrust
@flandtrust

#GivingTuesday
Saturday, December 3
With your support, conserved land can provide 
locally sourced food, clean water and fresh air. It can 
be a healthy home for wildlife, and a place of wonder 
and exploration for you. You can make a difference 
for the land, for your family and for your future. 

#GivingTuesday is a global giving movement that 
helps our communities locally. #GivingTuesday 
transcends borders and ideologies, to bring the entire 
world together in the spirit of generosity and giving.

On #GivingTuesday and all year round, your support 
for the conservation work of the Franklin Land Trust 
provides a tangible and critical benefit to the local 
landscape, for your family and for your community. 

Visit franklinlandtrust.org/givingtuesday for more 
information and a link to giving.


