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LET T ER FROM T H E BEN D I N T H E R I V ER

Sometimes, here in America,  we cultivate a great notion that we can overcome 
the forces of inertia, conquer our doubts and fears, and actually do something 
that will outlast us.  This is a pretty audacious proposal, and one that, like our 

“all-men-are-created-equal” clause, sometimes commits us to live up to more than 
our forebears may have expected us to have to do. 

We learn that to have ideals 
is often to have your bluff called.  
I never thought I’d see the day 
when a rightfielder in Fenway 
Park would lose sight of a fly 
ball because it was camouflaged 
in a sky full of smoke from an 
Oregon forest fire.  In light of 
such a thing, and others, we have 
to admit that business is not 
“as usual”. We are called upon 
to learn what habits we need to 
jettison, and what assets we need 
to protect. 

The American agricultural 
philosopher Liberty Hyde Bailey 
once said that “the true purpose 
of education is to teach a person 
to carry themselves triumphant 
into the sunset.” If this is true, then there is a good deal we can learn from this 
conservation work.  We walk upon this land we love, and we may hear a voice that 
tells us that we ought to go back indoors, look in the mirror, and ask ourselves: 
“What do I value most in this world?”

I remember a trustee I once worked for who announced at a post-meeting dinner 
party: “Ladies and gentlemen, our job is to work hard and to go to great expense 
to render prime real estate worthless, in perpetuity.  I can tell you, from that 
perspective, that I’m excited!”  In the short run, he inspired a toast.  In the longer 
run, he left a healthy bequest to a cause that, as a businessman, he embraced after 
making a life-changing leap of faith.  

There is more than a little of the flight of the bumblebee involved in this work.  
Aerodynamically, conservation does its job of pollination and legacy-building 
against a large number of prevailing winds. The work depends upon our ability to 
hear and to heed a higher calling, to act beyond the conditioned expediency of the 
moment, and to contribute to a cause that carries the broadest possible definitions 
of health and the common good.  In that perspective, we hope that you are as excited 
as we are about the prospect of conserving the hills and valleys of the land we love!

With hope and best regards,

Tom Curren
Executive Director

FRANKLIN LAND TRUST
5 Mechanic Street
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kept as archival references.  We depend upon the steady and 
generous support of donors who believe in this mission, 
and who give back to the landscape that has taught, 
inspired, and nurtured them in the course of their lives.  
The earth is not an aging parent, it is forever adapting and 
renewing.  Yet, under the prevailing circumstances, it falls 
upon us, her offspring, to see to it that she is taken care of, 
now and after we are gone.  Here on the natural landscape, 
our job is to do the right thing.

Perhaps our late neighbor in Conway, Archibald 
MacLeish, grasped the character of a land trust well in his 
definition of poetry, which we might make so bold as to 
paraphrase and then apply to our work: A land trust should 
not mean/but be.  And so, with your faith, we are, and so, 
with your support, we always will be.

As a non-profit land trust, what we are for is our 
mission and vision, which in the case of the 
Franklin Land Trust is that we work “to conserve 

farms, forests, wildlands, and other natural resources 
significant to the quality of the environment, economy 
and rural character of our region. We celebrate the 
landscape, the history, and the rural culture of western 
Massachusetts.  We work to ensure, through a program 
of land conservation and stewardship, that the historic 
pattern of field, woodland, and village will endure for the 
benefit of generations to come.”  Through the dedication 
of volunteers and staff, we have been conserving land for 
nearly 35 years now at an average pace of about 1,000 acres 
a year.  Some of this we accomplish by actually owning 
and managing conservation land, some properties we 
conserve by monitoring and enforcing deeded easements 
(conservation restrictions) that have been conveyed to us 
by private landowners, and in some cases we further our 
mission by assisting other organizations to do compatible 
work in these hills and valleys.  

We don’t exist for profit, as businesses do, and we 
don’t exist to change and enforce laws and regulations, 
as governments do.  On the local landscape, we are about 
keeping a broad faith by keeping defined promises.  Our 
work is voluntary in governance and in financial support, 
it is defined by conservation values, and its outcomes are 
perpetual.  You might think of us as sort of an outdoor 
library.  We choose the properties that meet our criteria, 
and we dedicate ourselves to conserving them for the 
benefit of the public.  Some are circulated, and some are 

What is a 
Land Trust?

Why I Support the  
Franklin Land Trust
BY BRYA N LOR BER

In the Fall of 1970 I stood on the Pocumtuck 
ridge with my parents overlooking the Deerfield 
valley. I was 11 years old and just starting my first 
year at Eaglebrook. My Mom and Dad loved walking 
and we really enjoyed that hike to "The Rock" back 
when the trail was just a single footpath. It was 
during my four years on "The Hill" that I developed 
a keen appreciation for the environment and Nature. 
This was mostly thanks to an extraordinary teacher, 
Robert "Bob" Easton, but also other progressive 
faculty members.

Now that I've come full circle, retiring in nearby 
Amherst, I frequently visit Deerfield and hike along 
that same ridge. And do you know what? That view 
remains more or less unchanged thanks to the 
work of the Franklin Land Trust. It's a near miracle 
that the view remains but miracles don't happen 
by hoping and wishing. They happen by doing and 
that's why I support land conservation.

Your support has a direct impact on how 
much land we are able to conserve. Visit 

franklinlandtrust.org/membership to learn more.

http://franklinlandtrust.org/membership
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“It is ultimately a matter of choice: the choices of thousands of property owners about how to manage their 
land, millions of consumers about how to eat, and all New Englanders, collectively, about the policies that 

support an equitable and resilient food system.”
from “A New England Food Vision”, (Donahue, Beal et al), 2006

Ciesluk Farm Stand 
Deerfield

Atherton Farm 
Buckland

Franklin Land Trust approaches its 35th birthday 
next year with a record of just under a thousand 
acres a year protected since its founding in 1987.  

Of those 34,000 acres, about 14,000 are in farmlands 
whose capacity to grow food is assured in perpetuity.  
Massachusetts, like much of the rest of New England, only 
produces about 10% of the food that it consumes every day, 
an unacceptable level of vulnerability that is only likely to 
increase in the future. As the bell tolls on the aquifers, 
rivers, and irrigated expanses of the west, it tolls for all of 
us who live in the food-dependent and heavily populated 
northeast.

Here, in a section of the country that enjoys enough 
rainfall in most years to raise good crops, we continue to 
thoughtlessly sacrifice our good farmland to development. 
The state was losing more than 6,300 acres of its farmlands 

every year between 2012 and 2017, and the recent real 
estate boom is unlikely to have reduced that pace of deficit 
and jeopardy. 

Every acre of conserved land is an insurance policy 
for every one of us. Every farm family that markets its 
produce locally is a community resource, and everyone 
who makes a point of shopping at local farm stands acts, 
as our colleagues at CISA tell us, like a local hero.  You can 
buy food from a number of farms here in the region whose 
land has been or is being protected in partnership with 
Franklin Land Trust, and thus, in addition to being well 
fed, you can endorse a degree of food security for which we 
all can be grateful.  We are proud to be working with local 
farmers in a partnership that you, our readers, can join 
by serving your families local food grown on conserved 
farmland.

W H AT  Y O U  C A N  D O : 

Take A Stand For 
Conserved Farmland

Tomorrow’s Conservation Projects
These farm families are working with FLT to conserve their lands:
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Map-Marker-Alt Local Farm Guide
Visit franklinlandtrust.org/news/farms to learn 
more about working farms in Franklin Country, and 
as a roadmap to discover new farms - and new foods! 
– in your own backyard. 

The 2021 D2R2
This August, strategically placed between Hurricane 

Fred and Hurricane Henrí, the Franklin Land Trust 
held its 16th annual Deerfield Dirt Road Randonnée, 
more commonly called D2R2. This cycling event is the 
Franklin Land Trust’s largest fundraising event of the 
year, supplying the resources necessary to conserve 
many of the same hills and valleys that attract riders 
from across the country to come out and ride amongst. 
For safety reasons, this year’s event was on a much 
smaller scale, only opening three of its eight courses 
and allowing half the number of riders that are usually 
hosted. That reduction, however, did not damper 
the enthusiasm of those attending and their joy and 
appreciation was felt by all. A huge thank you goes 
out to each and every rider who rode out the storm of 
2020 and came back during the uncertainty of 2021. We 
appreciate you and your faith in our mission! And to 
every volunteer who tirelessly made this event happen, 
we could not do it without your support. Thank you for 
making D2R2 a glorious success!

Apex Orchard 
Shelburne

Clarkdale Orchard 
Deerfield

Sweet Morning 
Farm 
Leyden

Atlas Farm 
South Deerfield

Hager's 
Shelburne Falls

Freeman Farm 
Heath

Sidehill Farm 
Hawley

Natural Roots 
Conway

Pine Hill 
Colrain

Wolf Tree Farm 
Plainfield

Maple Row 
Shelburne Falls

Porter Family Farm 
Ashfield

Conservation Farm Stands

Following is a brief list of farm stands whose owners have 
conserved their lands with the help of Franklin Land Trust:

http://franklinlandtrust.org/news/farms
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Annual Support
An old farmer once said to us: “Well, now, this hay ain’t 
about to bale itself!”  Every year about this time, our 
Annual Fund “ushers pass among you” and we ask that 
you consider joining us in the complex but exciting act 
of new conservation and the faithful and essential tasks 
of stewardship.  We hope that you know how vital your 
support is, every year.    

Bequests
Part of the process of maturing is the growing realization 
that our ability to control events is somewhat limited.  
Abraham Lincoln may have been speaking out of modesty 
when he predicted that the world would neither take much 
note of nor long remember his words at Gettysburg, and 
his phrase there likely applies to many of our endeavors.  
When you think of the things that you want to have carried 
on vigorously into an uncertain future, we hope that you 
will remember how much this good land will always mean 
to wildlife and to our progeny.     

Capital Projects
From time to time, Franklin Land Trust embarks upon 
capital campaigns to conserve lands permanently that 
require an extra measure of generosity on the part of 
private donors.  The Antonellis Farm project (see progress 
report in this issue) is an active example, as were the 
lands along the West Branch of the North River that were 
supported by the generous action of Trout Unlimited 
donors.  We anticipate that other such endeavors will 
follow shortly, and hope that you will consider an “extra 
measure” of investment in their success.   

Gifts of Conservation Land
Among Franklin Land Trust’s most treasured resources 
are parcels of land whose title has been transferred to us in 
what Robert Frost once called “a gift outright.”  We hope 
that you will contact us if you wish to receive information 
about conservation on this scale and character. In any 
event, we would be interested in working with you and 
your advisors to explore the options available to you in 
meeting your goals.  These can include conservation by 
gift or bequest, and gifts of land while retaining life estate 
or life interest.

W H AT  Y O U  C A N  D O : 

Consider Gifts in 
Support of Conservation

S A V E  T H E  D A T E
November 30, 2021
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The Deerfield Meadows: 
A Progress Report

In 1994, a group of Deerfield resi-
dents, many of them farmers, 
came together to form the Deer-

field Land Trust.  Working together 
with the Commonwealth’s  innova-
tive and creative Agricultural Pres-
ervation Restriction (APR) Program, 
they crafted a vision to protect their 
community’s  agricultural land with 
particular focus on the roughly 1,300 
acres of the meadows between the 
Old Village and the Deerfield River- 
some of the most fertile land in New 
England and among the richest in the 
nation.  By 2008 the DLT joined forces 
with the Franklin Land Trust and the 
state, and together completed the protection of much of 
about 750 farm acres (largely in Deerfield’s South Mead-
ows, with a conservation beach head on the North).  More 
than $2,500,000 was raised from state and private sources 
to accomplish this conservation.  Last year, FLT entered 
into an option agreement to purchase a conservation 

We hope that you will consider making a gener-
ous donation to ”bring the project home” soon!  
For more information, please contact Tom Curren 

at tcurren@franklinlandtrust.org  

Thank you!

restriction from Michael Antonel-
lis on the 157-acres of the Ciesluk 
lots in the North Meadows.  That 
effort, including the cost of survey 
and title work on lines dating back 
to the 1600s, has been generously 
supported by dozens of donors to 
date.   About $60,000 remains to 
be identified out of the total budget 
for acquisition costs and steward-
ship endowment of $270,000.  Our 
thanks to the Antonellis family and 
to the donors and consultants who 
have provided momentum to date.  

179 bird species have been identified 
in the North Meadows including 
Ruffed Grouse

mailto:tcurren@franklinlandtrust.org
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The Warner 
Hill Landscape 
Partnership

Towns of Rowe and Charlemont, Massachusetts

Wildlife habitat protection, 
carbon sequestration, 
conservation management, 
and public benefit on a 
grand and growing scale.
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Franklin Land Trust is proud to announce the 
permanent protection of just under 700 acres of 
contiguous forests in the uplands of Charlemont 

and Rowe, Massachusetts.  This project, the culmination 
of more than six years of work, was one of the largest 
conservation projects completed in the state in the past 
year.  Made possible by the Landscape Partnership Grant 
from the MA Executive Office of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs, the rationale for conserving this block of land 
includes not only its wildlife habitat and location in the 
Deerfield River watershed, but also its size and connectivity 
to lands previously protected by towns and by the state.  
The eleven parcels involved connect an additional 2,000 
acres of natural lands whose conservation was established 
years ago.  The project has resulted in an unbroken block 
of more than 4 1/2 square miles of permanently conserved 
wildlife habitat, well over half the size of the city of 
Cambridge, Massachusetts.  “We are proud of the work of 
our staff in constructing and seeing this project through, 
and grateful to the landowners whose conservation intent 
and generosity made it all possible,” notes FLT executive 
director Tom Curren. 

This landscape embraces forests that rise up above the 
nearby Deerfield River, transected by four brooks that flow 
southward to that waterway.  Most of the area is wooded, 
part of a broad, well-watered temperate forest that ranges 
north towards the Green Mountain National Forest and 
south to the hill towns above Northampton.  By virtue 
of its character and location, it is home to hundreds of 
indigenous wildlife species, from moose, bear, and deer 
to songbirds, partridge, and reproducing populations of 
wild brook trout. Emily Boss, FLT’s Land Conservation 
Specialist, who managed the Warner Hill project remarked, 
“The neighbors who worked together to conserve this land 
are committed to making Warner Hill a safe harbor for 
the animals who live and travel through these forests and 

fields. By protecting the hillsides from future development 
they safeguard the natural beauty we all treasure and help 
make our landscape resilient in the face of change.” 

All this land has now come into permanent, deeded 
conservation, held in fee either by the private owners or 
by state agencies, with conservation restrictions held by 
Franklin Land Trust and by the New England Forestry 
Foundation.  The Maxwell Brook Wildlife Management 
area open to the public and owned by the Department 
of Fish and Game has been increased four-fold, and 
approximately two and a half miles of trails will be 
permanently established. Projects of this magnitude and 
impact are rare in the Commonwealth due to the modern 
fragmentation of large parcels and growing complexities 
of funding arrangements.   

The benefits of the Warner Hill Project accrue to the 
people of the region as well as to the wildlife that make 
their homes in the lands of the Deerfield River watershed.  
The landowners involved contributed at least half of the 
appraised value of their properties, with private donors 
and foundations providing crucial funding support. Town 
officials in Rowe and Charlemont endorsed this effort, 
local eco-tourism businesses will benefit from protecting 
our scenic hills, and hikers and other outdoor enthusiasts 
will enjoy the trails on these lands.  Franklin Land Trust 
staff have worked closely with the faculty and student body 
of Smith College and the University of Massachusetts, for 
whom these lands will represent a significant opportunity 
for research and learning.  The Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs and the Department of 
Fisheries and Wildlife will see their missions supported 
by this initiative.  For all of us, the carbon sequestration 
and clean water protection that will be the result of the 
Warner Hill Project can be added to the growing efforts to 
mitigate climate change on a broad and an effective scale. 
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The life of Tony Borton, a trustee of Franklin Land 
Trust and an active community leader in Conway, was 
remembered at a service held at his home on July 24, 2021.  
His conservation advocacy-on-the-ground was legendary, 
and his life and soul inspired a harvest of remembrances, 
including the following:   

Honor To The Hills:  
An Appreciation of 
Tony Borton’s Life

Tony Borton was an easy guy to love.  He 
seemed to always be on an even keel; there 
seemed to be a spirit level abiding in his 

heart.  His personal sense of equilibrium was 
transmissible, you always came away from a meeting 
with Tony with your vision elevated and your feet 
planted more firmly on the ground.  Through his 
presence and through his actions, he made the world 
a better place.  As we are learning, that’s not always 
an easy thing for human beings to do.  He was a 
master at it.

We knew Tony as a hiker, a host, a confidante, a 
partner in fundraising, a trustee, and a leader.  In all 
the paths he walked, he was literally a force of nature. 
His chosen role in the part of his life that the Franklin 
Land Trust knew best was that of a conservationist 
in Conway.  Tony was among the absolute best 
volunteers in the business. There was a consistent 
lifeline between his beliefs, his management of his 
own land, his life on the trail and in the paddock, 
his outdoor fellowship in the community, and his 
leadership in his county and his region.  His life was a 
masterpiece in the key of conservation. 

In our American system, business functions on 
behalf of profit, government functions on behalf of 
laws and regulations, and the non-profit organization 
functions on behalf of its mission.  The success of 
most non-profits depends a good deal on leadership, 
and leadership evolves around character, conviction, 
goals, and accomplishments.  Tony was a master of 
principled persuasiveness.  In a discussion, he always 

came prepared, he always listened intently to the 
viewpoints of others, and then, if the spirit moved him 
(as befitted a good Quaker) he would begin to make 
his point with a statement that combined conviction 
and qualifier: “It seems to me that…” What followed 
consisted of good sense delivered with strength, 
insight, and humility.

Memories of Tony Borton now outlive him in the 
hearts of his loved ones, his friends, his students, his 
community, and throughout the heart of the land he 
loved.  Once, on a hike he led on an old range road 
leading towards Ashfield, he pointed out a gigantic, 
sprawling patriarch of a black birch tree and he said, 
speaking almost in italics: “That tree was here during 
the French and Indian War!  Think of it!” And so, we 
all did.  And so, in our time, at least, we always will.

"Bring me men to match my mountains,” called 
out the poet Sam Walter Foss in 1894, and today we 
can answer: “Here was such a one.”  If we had to sum 
up our thoughts on our friend, we might use a Yankee 
phrase that, back in the old days, they applied to the 
very best of the crop or the livestock:  

“Oh, now, that Tony Borton…he was a keeper!
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FLT Works With Landowners 
to Complete Conservation 
Projects in Colrain, Leyden, 
Sunderland, and Ashfield

Colrain
The scenic Arthur Smith covered bridge crossing the 
East branch of the North River in Colrain is now the site 
of a permanent trail along land owned by farmer and 
woodworker Jeremy Topitzer. This “Lyonsville Trail” runs 
from the eastern side of the bridge to the shade of an old 
sugar maple, with public access to the trail only. Jeremy 
has plans for placing a bench along the course of the 
trail. This voluntary access program was made possible 
in partnership with the Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation, using funds supplied by the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. Through 
this program, Franklin Land Trust has completed over a 
dozen trail easements, allowing access to almost 11 miles 
of trails promoting wildlife viewing, hiking, and quiet 
walks in the forest.

Leyden
Landowners Tom Luck and Liz Kidder of Leyden have 
added 3 acres to the 11 acres that they previously protected 
by conservation restriction in 2008. These lands lie in the 
watershed of the Greenfield Water Supply area.

Sunderland
The Franklin Land Trust was pleased to partner with 
the Town of Sunderland to permanently conserve the 
7.6-acre Sunderland Riverside Park, a popular site for 
visitors stopping by the library and the town hall. Using 
Community Preservation Act (CPA) funding, Sunderland 
has made a number of improvements to the park, including 
a floodplain forest river-walk with interpretive signs and 
benches, additional land acquisition to expand the park, 
and improvements to the boat launch. Located along the 
east side of the Connecticut River on School Street, the 
park is also home to a baseball diamond, volleyball court, 
soccer field, and an accessible walking path.

Ashfield
Susan Todd of Ashfield has worked with FLT to add 17.5 
acres to land that her family has previously conserved along 
John Ford Road in Ashfield. This land is located within a 
region of significant conserved lands, including FLT’s 
Guyette Farm and the Swift River Wildlife Management 
Area. It includes a tributary to the Swift River, designated 
by the state as a cold-water fisheries resource, as well as 
being listed as core habitat and critical natural landscape 
in the state’s Biomap 2. In addition to all the lands that 
they have protected, the Todd family conservation legacy 
includes thousands of acres that were conserved under the 
leadership of the late Richard Todd during his service as 
chairman of the board of the Franklin Land Trust.
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Your support matters. 
Thank YOU for making 

a difference!

Read More Online 
  FranklinLandTrust.org

     fltrust
@flandtrust

W H AT  Y O U  C A N  D O : 

Gather Here to  
Give a Little Thanks

To all the donors today who make our work possible.

To all those, past, present, and future, whose bequests 
see to it that our conservation work succeeds us all. 

To all the landowners, staff members, consultants, 
and collaborating agencies, public and private, who 
made the Warner Hill Landscape Project possible.

To all of our conservation volunteers: trustees, advi-
sors, office supporters, collaborators, and stewardship 
“boots on the ground”. 

To the volunteers and riders who have kept the faith 
and continued the D2R2 tradition “above and beyond 
the call of duty”.

To all families in the region who consider how best to 
carry on the stewardship of their lands. 

To landowners who ask us to consider how their prop-
erties might be able to become a permanent legacy. 

To everyone whose thoughts about “a better world” 
include an appreciation of the natural one here that 
we have all been given, pro tem. 

http://FranklinLandTrust.org

