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Welcome Lloyd!
We are thrilled to welcome Lloyd Crawford to our Board of Direc-

tors. Lloyd has a long history of conservation, environmental education, 
and public service. Lloyd and his wife Suzanne own and operate Stump 
Sprouts Lodge in West Hawley, welcoming visitors to enjoy their 400-
acre property and 15 miles of trails open for cross-country skiing, snow-
shoeing, hiking, and mountain biking. 

Lloyd has served the Town of Hawley for 35 years, currently serv-
ing on the Planning Board, the Finance Committee, and as the chairman of the Conservation 
Commission. He also recently led the effort to establish Hawley as a Green Community.

He is “addicted to activities that involve rolling, floating, and sliding,” he has survived at 
least 10 D2R2 rides, and he currently serves on the D2R2 Planning Committee. 

As an avid skier, biker, and paddler, and as someone who makes his living off of outdoor rec-
reation, Lloyd has a keen interest in protecting our natural lands. Serving on the board of FLT 
is a natural next step, and we welcome his expertise and enthusiasm. 

Why We Support FLT
JAY NE & BOB DA NE, HEATH

Bob and I grew up on the South Shore of Boston.  Over the 
years we watched as farms disappeared and the beautiful wood-
lands and fields, our childhood playgrounds, were turned into 
housing developments and suburban sprawl. In 1982 when we 
first saw our 1790 Heath farmhouse complete with field, woods 
and stream, we knew that this was home. Heath is a wild, off the 
beaten track hilltown and the people who live here embrace this lifestyle. The com-
munity is close and we immediately became involved. Bob served on the FLT board 
for ten years. In the early 2000’s one of the first major projects was putting the iconic 
Dickinson farm into APR.  He and FLT were committed to this and the support from 
the community was pivotal. Since then, Heath has been a leader in preserving and 
protecting land through APR and other conservation programs. 

The landscapes and natural resources in Franklin County give back in so many 
ways. Those of us in Heath can’t imagine what it would be like if the Dickinson farm 
had been developed. Each time we ascend the hill it appears in its aging beauty, as a 
beacon, and we know that we have yet again arrived home.

Healthy lands depend on you. Read on to find out more. photo | Michele Turre

http://FranklinLandTrust.org
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The Legacy Left Behind
I have been blessed to have had the opportunity to work and become friends with extraordinary people who share my love and pas-

sion for this beautiful region; people whose wisdom, and knowledge have left an indelible imprint on my approach to my work, and my 
life. Sadly, we recently lost two of these special people: Stuart Chase and Charlie Cohn.  While it is painful to acknowledge their loss, 
their families and friends can take solace in knowing that they will always be part of the fields and woodlands of this beautiful place.

Richard K. Hubbard
Executive Director

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

Charlie Cohn
We were deeply saddened to say goodbye to the former President and Treasurer of the FLT Board and longtime friend, 
Charlie Cohn. FLT’s first Executive Director, Mark Zenick, sent along his reflections on Charlie.

While I was so fortunate to have Charlie as a prized and beloved friend for more 
than four decades, the land preservation community knew no more ardent champion 
of rural values and rural landscapes. While leading the Franklin Land Trust, I so 
benefitted from Charlie’s keen insight and implacable wisdom during his long tenure 
on FLT’s Board of Directors. He taught me and reminded others by his example 
that at all times integrity is more important than money. Charlie was ever mindful 
of the organization’s financial health but supported and urged bold yet responsible 
intervention by FLT to save what everyone in w --estern Mass could not afford to lose, 
the deep, still woodlands, the visually uplifting and productive farm fields, and the 
lush open spaces which so nourish the bounty of rural life. 

Charlie was not a farmer but he greatly admired and deeply respected farmers 
as hard working stewards of vistas and views he cherished. Without fanfare Charlie put his money where his 
heart was. He purchased undeveloped, at-risk farmland near or abutting his haven home high in the Shelburne 
hills to ensure that it would be permanently conserved for generations yet to come. Charlie held an unabashed 
passion for the simple, sublime pleasures of small town rural life. And he knew that the land underpinned and 
sustained all that is good in small town life, land which required protection from the scarring impulses of human 
development. Thus, Charlie supported unrelentingly, as a Board member and loyal donor, the Franklin Land 
Trust’s unyielding work to preserve those properties which imbue collective rural life with such natural vitality 
and such saturating satisfactions.

Charlie’s too early departure from this world has left me without a most remarkable and unforgettable 
friend and has left local land conservation without a quiet, unassuming, and yet indefatigable warrior.

Stuart Chase
Stuart Chase was a passionate advocate for land conservation and served on the 
Deerfield Land Trust board for many years. A native of Deerfield, Stuart was the 
headmaster at Eaglebrook School for 36 years, where he built a robust outdoor 
program and integrated the natural world into everyday school life. Stuart’s love for 
the outdoors and his vision for keeping the rural character of Deerfield alive will live 
on as a wonderful legacy for this and future generations.
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Giving the Bees 
What They Need

The plight of pollinators has received a lot of 
attention lately, and for good reason. “The weight 
of maintaining healthy ecosystems and the 
tremendous biodiversity that goes along with it, 

rests on the tiny shoulders of our native bees,” says Dr. Robert 
Gegear, Director of the New England BeeCology Project and 
Biology Professor at Worcester Polytechnic Institute. Native 
pollinators are considered “keystone species,” species on 
which other species in an ecosystem largely depend. There 
are many important pollinator species such as birds, bats, 
beetles, flies, moths, and more, but Dr. Gegear focuses on the 
study and protection of native bumblebees in our region. Dr. 
Gegear has devoted his 30-year career to the study of native 
bee conservation and began working with Franklin Land Trust 
in 2017 to conduct bee surveys on FLT lands. 

Dr. Gegear makes an important distinction between 
honey bees and native, wild bees. Honey bees are important 
pollinators for crop production, and their decline poses a 
significant threat to our global food supply and economy. The 
majority of global bee conservation efforts are targeted to the 
protection of honey bees because this threat is so great. But 
saving the honey bee is just one small piece of a much larger 
puzzle.  

There are over 4,000 species of native, wild bees, who 
play a critical role in maintaining the health of our local and 
global ecosystems. These bees move pollen from wild flower to 
wild flower, fertilizing native plants that wildlife and our whole 
ecosystem need to survive and thrive.  The presence of native 
bees has what Dr. Gegear refers to as a “cascading positive effect 

on the survival of other species.” If our native bees are doing 
well, our wild plants and flowers will produce nuts and seeds, 
which provide the food, shelter and nesting material wildlife 
need to reproduce. 

Unfortunately, our native bees are in what Dr. Gegear 
calls “rapid decline” due to factors such as disease, pesticides, 
habitat loss, and climate change. Parasites, fungus, bacteria, 
and viruses are harmful to bees and can easily move between 
bee species. Pesticides may harm a single bee or an entire hive, 
and depending on the chemical, the soil may remain toxic for 
years. The loss of habitat either from development, or the spread 
of exotic invasive plants can drastically alter bee populations 
and their ability to survive. Making matters worse, climate 
change is prompting plants to bloom before the bees come out 
of hibernation and have a chance to pollinate the plants. 

So what can we do to help? According to Dr. Gegear, the 
best way to help our native bumblebees is to better understand 
the unique ecological needs of each species, particularly those 
in decline. This means that we must first identify the bumblebee 
species in our region and then find out what the individual 
needs of those species are. For example, some species of native 
bumblebees have long tongues, enabling them to effectively 
pollinate tubular-shaped flowers like Touch-me-nots or Wild 
yellow indigo. This is important information, because other 
shorter-tongued bees would not be able to reach the nectar in 
those flowers and therefore would not be effective pollinators 
for those plant species. In short, we must to give specific bees 
the specific plants they need if they are to survive.

The task of identifying plant preferences of specific 

With your support FLT is working 
hard to protect our native 

bumblebees on conserved land. 

photo | Bombus borealis, Dr. Robert Gegear
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bumblebee species may seem daunting, but luckily Dr. Gegear 
and his team have developed a citizen science program, in 
the form of a smartphone app, that will allow us to figure out 
individual needs of each species. The app, called “BeeCology” 
enables users to take a video of a bumblebee and accurately 
identify both the bee species and the plant it is visiting. This 
information will be recorded, along with location, date, and 
time of the bee-plant interaction, and will help land managers 
and gardeners alike to make planting choices that will benefit 
our native bumblebees. 

What can you do in 
your home garden to 
help our native bees?
Think of your garden as a research experiment
Take note of when the bees in your garden are most 
abundant, and try to identify the bee species that are 
present. Use the BeeCology App for help!

Plant for your bees
If you want to encourage native bees to visit your 
garden, you’ll need to give them plants that provide 
both pollen and nectar sources. Carolina rose, St. John’s 
Wort, and Boneset will give bees the pollen they need. 
Asters, Bee balm, and Native Thistle provide nectar. 
Be sure to have both nectar and pollen plants available 
from April through October. To see a complete list of 
the pollen and nectar plants for bumblebees visit www.
franklinlandtrust.org. 

Involve your neighbors
Think bigger than just your garden. On a community 
scale, you and your neighbors can help more pollinators 
by planting a lot of plants that bees in your neighborhood 
like. 


To learn more about native bumblebees, how to 
help, and the BeeCology App, visit the BeeCology 
Project on Facebook.

And come to a Bee Walk led by Franklin Land 
Trust and Dr. Gegear on Saturday, June 23rd from 
10am-12pm at the Crowningshield Conservation 
Area. See event listing on page 7 for more details. 



Putting the Research into 
Practice on FLT Land

Last year, Dr. Gegear and his citizen scientists conducted 
bee studies at FLT’s Guyette Farm in Plainfield and the Crown-
ingshield Conservation Area in Heath. The goal of this study 
was to identify bumblebee species at these conservation areas, 
as well as the specific plant species they feed on. Through their 
weekly studies, Dr. Gegear and his team identified that the 
Crowningshield Conservation Area is home to an ultra-rare 
bumblebee species, Bombus borealis, and two threatened spe-
cies Bombus terricola and Bombus fervidus. This exciting find-
ing prompted the FLT stewardship team to jump into action 
and find a way to give these rare bumblebees the plants they 
need.  

Thanks to a MassWildlife Habitat Management Grant, FLT 
is conducting a massive pollinator planting project at both 
conservation areas this spring and is working closely with Dr. 
Gegear to develop management strategies to meet the needs 
of the specific bumblebees we are intending to help. “We are 
tremendously excited about this project. The approach that we 
are adopting for Crowningshield should be the gold standard 
of bumblebee conservation practice, but unfortunately it’s not 
being done in other places. Our hope is that other land manage-
ment organizations will model their bee conservation efforts 
after this work once they see its positive impact on diversity,” 
said Dr. Gegear. 

The MassWildlife grant allows FLT to continue its ongoing 
partnership with the Student Conservation Association (SCA).  
Together, SCA and FLT will plant over 500 native plants to ben-
efit pollinators, particularly bumblebees. Dr. Gegear’s research 
has shown that bumblebee species have very different prefer-
ences when it comes to pollen and nectar sources. For pollen, 
we will plant species such as native wild raspberries, willows, 
and native roses. Nectar sources to be planted include native 
honeysuckle, milkweeds, and buttonbush, to name just a few. 
FLT hopes that by increasing the abundance of bumblebees’ 
favorite pollen and nectar sources at Guyette Farm, their popu-
lation will rival that of the Crowningshield property. 

To learn more about bumblebees’ favorite plants, 
contact Dr. Robert at rgegear@wpi.edu.  

The bumblebees need your help! Come be a 
Volunteer Worker Bee! See event listing on page 7. 





http://www.franklinlandtrust.org
http://www.franklinlandtrust.org
mailto:rgegear@wpi.edu
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In fact, the Ecksteins enrolled part of their land in the new 
Voluntary Public Access program, which aims to open private 
lands for hunting, fishing, and wildlife viewing. The Ecksteins 
agreed to a 10-year easement for hunting and wildlife viewing 
on a portion of their woodlands, and a short fishing access trail 
down to the river’s edge.  

“Thanks to the Ecksteins’ admirable conservation ethic, 
this land will always be available for farming, forestry, and 
habitat for the many species that depend on it,” said Emily 
Boss, FLT’s Land Protection Specialist who worked with the 
Ecksteins to create their conservation restriction. “People love 
to access the river for fishing at ‘Joan’s Landing’ (named after 
Paul Eckstein’s mother) on the Green River. We’re grateful to 
the family for protecting this exceptionally scenic land for the 
future and continuing their commitment to local agriculture 
in Colrain.” 

Key Colrain Farm 
Conserved 

Paul Eckstein’s family land will 
protect important wildlife habitat, 
farm fields, and provide access for 

fishing on the Green River. 

W hen Paul Eckstein thinks of home, there’s only 
one place that comes to mind. It’s the deep 
woods and open fields of his family’s land 
nestled along the Green River in Colrain that 

Paul has spent countless hours wandering since he was a child.  
In the last few years, Paul has taken over care of the land from 
his father, Max, who purchased it with his wife Joan, in the late 
60’s as an antidote to city living. Paul and his father share a love 
of this land, a desire to tend it carefully, and to safeguard its 
future. “My father and I have always had the intention to keep 
the land the way it was when we got it and protect its natural 
beauty,” said Paul.

In early 2018, the Ecksteins placed a conservation 
restriction on their land with the Franklin Land Trust that will 
ensure the land remains intact and that Paul’s children will 
know the land in the same condition that it is now.  “I take the 
responsibility of caring for this magical land as a blessing and 
cherish the opportunity to share it with my family,” Paul said. 

The land is a traditional New England mix of woods and 
fields, and thanks to its proximity to the river, contains some 
productive agricultural soils. The conservation restriction 
protects 86 acres of land, including 29 acres of fields that are 
hayed by Bree-Z-Knoll farm in Leyden, 57 acres of woodland, 
and over 1,000 feet of frontage along the Green River. 
By excluding potential house lots from the conservation 
restriction, the overall impact on the town of Colrain’s tax base 
will be negligible. 

Now that the land is conserved, the Ecksteins hope to 
share their love of the land with the broader community. The 
Ecksteins have always allowed for hunting and fishing on their 
land, which will not change now that the land is conserved. 
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Events

April 28  |  1–4pm  |  Ashfield

Smile! Capturing Critters 
with Wildlife Cameras
If you are curious about the wildlife living 
in your woods, come to this workshop 
to learn about how to capture them on 
camera! Join wildlife camera experts 
Sally Naser and Julie Richburg from the 
Trustees to learn about different kinds of 
wildlife cameras, what kinds of animals 
you might see in your photos, and how to 
capture the best images. Come prepared 
to be outside. Space is Limited. 
Sponsors: Franklin Land Trust, Hilltown 
Land Trust, Trustees, Ashfield, Plainfield, 
and Cummington Cultural Councils. 

April 24  |  6–8pm  |  Shelburne Falls

Between The Rows: 
Pollinators in Your Garden
Kick off Valley Gives Day with Master 
Gardener Pat Leuchtman, author of the 
popular gardening column “Between the 
Rows.” Learn why we want to encourage 
backyard pollinators and how to plant 
a pollinator friendly garden. Bring 
your friends, neighbors, and gardening 
questions for an informative discussion 
with this gardening expert. Located 
at the Franklin Land Trust offices at 
5 Mechanic Street in Shelburne Falls.  
Free and open to all. 

May 5  |  10am–12pm  |  Plainfield

Nature Walk with Laurie 
Sanders in Honor of 
Charlie Cohn
Friends and family of Charlie Cohn 
are invited to join Laurie Sanders 
and FLT board and staff members 
for this special walk at Guyette Farm. 
Brush up on your spring ephemerals, 
take a moment for quiet reflection 
next to Meadow Brook, and be in the 
company of friends and loved ones 
who wish to remember Charlie Cohn.  
Free and open to all. 

May 12  |  10am–2pm  |  Heath

Worker Bee Day
The bumblebees need your help, 
and so do we! We need your help at 
Crowningshield Conservation Area 
planting and watering native plants  that 
will provide rare bumblebee species 
with the pollen and nectar they need 
to survive. Families welcome! Wear 
long pants and sturdy shoes. Bring 
water, a pack lunch, and work gloves.  
Free and open to all. 

May 19  |  10am–12pm  |  Plainfield

Garlic Mustard Pull
Garlic mustard is an aggressive invasive 
plant and is difficult to control once 
established. It is a major threat to 
woodland wildflowers, tree seedlings, 
and wildlife. FLT Land Stewards and 
volunteers have been diligently working 
to keep garlic mustard at bay on our 
properties, but we need your help! Join 
FLT to help get rid of garlic mustard at 
the Guyette Farm. Free and open to all. 

June 23  |  10am–12pm   |  Heath

Bumblebee Walk 
Join Dr. Robert Gegear, Director of 
the BeeCology Project, for a walk 
and discussion at Crowningshield 
Conservation Area about the decline of 
bumblebees in our region and what you 
can do to help! Come prepared to be 
outside and to walk on rugged terrain. 
Free and open to all. 
Sponsors: Franklin Land Trust, BeeCology 
Project , Heath & Rowe Cultural Councils.

Learn More & RSVP Online 
franklinlandtrust.org/event-list

http://franklinlandtrust.org/event-list
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Healthy Lands,  
Healthy Communities

May 1 is Valley Gives Day, a 24-hr giving day that helps 
non-profits throughout the Pioneer Valley raise needed 
funds to support their missions. Support the Franklin Land 
Trust on May 1 to protect healthy lands for today and for 
future generations to come. 

On Valley Gives Day, your donation will be matched 
by a generous local donor, doubling your impact on land 
conservation! Plus your donation qualifies us to win 
thousands of dollars in prizes gifted that day from the 
Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts!

Visit franklinlandtrust.org/valleygives for 
more info and a link to give on May 1st.

MAY 1st 
2018

What is important to you?
Help us improve our programs and events 
by taking a moment to fill out our survey 

and tell us what matters most to you: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/fltrust

All respondents will be entered into a 
drawing to win a $50 gift certificate to 

Deerfield's newest Italian restaurant, 
Gianni Fig's Ristorante.

mailto:lalvord@franklinlandtrust.org
http://FranklinLandTrust.org
http://franklinlandtrust.org/valleygives
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fltrust

