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FROM T H E E X ECU T I V E DIR ECTOR

From the Bend 
In the River 

For all of us who measure our lives 
by the places we love, early spring 
is the most exciting time of the 
year.  We start to remember things 

familiar but forgotten, like a word on the tip 
of the tongue that we haven’t been able to 
grasp.  It begins with the song of the birds: one 
morning they’re not just calling to say they 
made it through another night, they’re letting 
each other know that the daybreak has come 
earlier, and they’re glad of it.  And so are we.

Things just go on from there: the smell of mud, the drip of sap, the sight of leaves 
on a south-facing hillside where the snow has started to crumble away.  It all starts 
slow, which is a good thing, and it gets interrupted by sugar-snow days, but you 
know the big flakes won’t be a match for the sun when it comes back in a day or two.  

There must be a catalog somewhere that lists an order of appearance for the 
cast of characters that come back each spring, maybe Henry Thoreau kept track 
some year in the 1850s.  The bloodroots and the pussy willows come in early, with 
all the other ephemerals that learned to sprint into maturity way back in the end-
of-glacier times when a short thaw was all there was of summer.  The light keeps 
strengthening and lengthening, and before you know it you hear the first peepers 
and then the peent of the woodcocks that you always get surprised by.  

If you’ve got cattle, they start shedding, scratching up against the nails of electric 
fence insulators where the lines got shut down by broken branches back in January.  
Their winter fur will soon be recycled into soft lining in phoebe and robin's nests.  
By then, the pasture grass will be “greenin’ up real good,” and your thoughts will 
start to go towards peas and trout.

We’re much better off measuring things by what nature serves up, and skipping 
the diet of news casts that seem to be like a stew that somebody made with a 
tablespoon of salt instead of the quarter teaspoon called for in the recipe. Out on 
porch or woodlot, we are in a good position to feel optimistic about the lives we live 
and about our capacity for learning and adaptation on the land. We’re all in this 
together, and we count ourselves fortunate to be with you in the here and now.
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On the Cover
Spring is a wonderful time to search for wildflowers, or spring ephemerals! 

True to their name, these plants only flower for a short time each year before they 
go dormant. The purple trillium (Trillium erectum) is a perennial wildflower with 
deep red, three-petaled flowers growing above three large green whorled leaves. It 
is a member of the lily family. 

Photo Credit: Josh Morse

http://FranklinLandTrust.org
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You can help protect farmland!  
Visit franklinlandtrust.org/donate to learn how.

Farming in 
the Blood

The conservation of farmland is at the heart of the 
mission of the Franklin Land Trust.  It was just 
about 33 years ago that the Franklin Land Trust 
was founded in Ashfield, largely in response to 

concern about the loss of farmland in the town, county, 
and region.  When the 410-acre Loomis Dairy Farm was 
threatened with development; eight volunteers and project 
director Mark Zenick worked with the owners and the town 
to protect the heart of the property.  Soon thereafter, 214 
acres of Bob Albert’s potato fields in Ashfield and Hawley 
were saved from development through similar action.  The 
volunteers of the Deerfield Land Trust voted to join in with 
FLT, bringing their mission to save farmland that resulted 
in the conservation of much of the town’s historic South 
Meadows.  Over the last three decades, roughly half of the 
33,000 acres that FLT has protected have been productive 
farms.

There is probably no stronger testimony of faith than 
the act of running a family farm.  Most of us plan our 
summers with a high degree of certainty; farmers have to 
make a living out of unpredictability.  Strength of character 
and soil fertility are the constants, other than those, farm 
life is a mix of weather, plant and animal health, and 
equipment maintenance. After harvest come markets 
filtered by middlemen, consumer whim, and the shifting 
factors of complex government policy.   At year end, most 
of us take our holiday dinners for granted while farmers 
are still reckoning their balance sheets.  Some years, the 
whole nine yards needs to get bailed out by firewood sales 
before the snow flies.

These days, most of us feed ourselves by proxy.  We 
may not always be aware that the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts (and the entire New England region) grows 
only about 10% of the food we consume hereabouts.  Our 
food security is measured in days and hours, while open 
land is being developed at the rate of about 65 acres a day.  
Supermarket parking lots are jammed, while local farmers 
struggle to stay afloat.  An entire way of life that we have 
loved for generations is at stake, here and now.

Our job at FLT is relatively straightforward; we are 
here to protect and steward the land.  We have faith that 
ingenuity and diligence will see us through the present 
challenges.  In the meanwhile, through your generosity, we 
proceed to do our work, one farm at a time.  

http://franklinlandtrust.org/donate
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Gill
Richard French and Emily Samuels donated a 

conservation restriction (CR) on a 58-acre wood lot 
overlooking Barton’s Cove along the Mohawk Trail Scenic 
Byway or Route 2 as it is more commonly known. Dick 
French has owned and managed the lot for timber since 
purchasing it in 2011 and wished to conserve the land so 
it will always be available for long term forestry growth as 
well as supporting the diverse wildlife including songbirds 
that frequent the deep forest and shrubby habitat on 
the land. The tall white pines and hardwoods are being 
managed in anticipation of one day storing their carbon 
as a window frame or flooring boards created in Dick’s 
sawmill located at his family farm down the road. Dick 
and Emily donated their first agricultural preservation 
restriction in Gill to FLT in 1992 and was instrumental in 
conserving and creating the 162-acre Gill Town Forest in 
2007 with the Franklin Land Trust.

Keeping Forests  
as Forests - Forever

Thanks to you, FLT conserved 722 acres of forest land in 2019!  

Ashfield
Rowan Baker and Daniela Steiner love their 40-acre forest land on March Road in Ashfield. They inherited this land 

from Rowan’s mother, and wanted to ensure that the streams, wetlands and small pond would be protected forever. 
They worked with FLT to conserve this beautiful forest land and were also able to save a house lot within the parcel to 
accommodate their future dreams. The property abuts another large parcel of land conserved by FLT, creating a large 
corridor of protected land that will benefit wildlife that need space to survive and thrive. Conserving land is part of the 
climate change solution. Thanks to Rowan and Daniela for doing your part!

Conserved working forests provide wood products that we 
use every day, and important habitat for birds and wildlife.
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Doing Our Part  
for Wildlife

In 2018 Franklin Land Trust received the generous 
gift in fee of the 95-acre Nan Williams Conservation Area 
(NWCA). This unique, isolated property, along the Deerfield 
River in Rowe is a wonderful and relatively undisturbed 
forest that is home to a variety of ephemeral plant species.  
Included on the property is an old soapstone-talc mine 
that, over many years, has been a much-used hibernation 
site for 3 species of bats:  little brown, northern long-eared 
and the tri-colored.   Over the past decade, there has been 
a serious reduction in those populations due to species-
specific health problems that disturb the bats’ ability to 
hibernate effectively in the winter. 

Bats on our landscapes are extremely beneficial animals.  
They help control a wide variety of insect populations 
which, in turn, protects forests, agriculture, and all of us.  
Conservationists have been developing effective responses 
to this challenge over the course of the last several years.  
This past summer, thanks to a grant from the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service administered by the Wildlife Management 
Institute, FLT installed a bat-friendly gate which will allow 

Eastern brook trout are among the key species that FLT has 
taken steps to protect on its conserved properties.

The Nan Williams Conservation Area is named after writer, 
naturalist and Rowe native Nan Williams (left), who gifted 

this special property to FLT in 2018.

both air flow and bat access while preventing public entry 
to the mine. This custom gate was installed by Sanders 
Ecological LLC out of Pennsylvania.  The benefits of the 
gate are that it controls human access to the mine as well as 
the transmission of the bat-specific White Nose Syndrome 
while it also prevents disturbance of the hibernation area.

It is believed that good management of hibernation 
sites and habitats will provide the conditions necessary for 
bat populations to develop as much resistance as possible 
to the effects of harmful conditions.  FLT hopes that this 
activity will protect our refuge in Rowe, and that bat 
populations there can rebound. Indeed, this past year, a 
field survey documented one tri-colored bat within the 
mine.  This is an encouraging sign of nature’s ability to 
adapt and to rebound over time. 

It is important to recognize that, as stewards who curate 
“the long view,” our responsibility at times is to protect 
vulnerable populations from harmful stresses.  Overall, 
general conservation of land prevents the eradication of 
wildlife habitat through fragmentation and development.  
Specific challenges can require the deployment of skilled 
stewardship actions.  FLT recently created young forest 
habitat in Plainfield that has already enabled increases in 
bird populations that require transitional landscapes to 
feed, breed, and thrive.  In Heath, we have taken steps to 
restore prime brook trout habitat and spawning grounds 
that had been devastated by erosion from the storm 
surges of several years ago.  Every property presents 
unique characteristics, and all benefit from the carefully 
constructed management plans that are developed by our 
stewardship staff and our partners in conservation.  
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Our everyday lives are surrounded by products 
made from trees. We all use wood every 
day, from paper to pencils, to tables, chairs, 
and even the homes we live in. In the state 

of Massachusetts alone, each person uses the equivalent 
amount of wood found in one 18-inch tree that is 100ft 
high – every year!

As consumers, we play an important role in 
supporting our local forests and rural economy. Western 
Massachusetts is lucky because we still have significant 
blocks of forested lands, forest landowners who want to 
care for their woods, an active community of conservation 
and forestry professionals, and sawmills and local artisans 
who produce the raw materials and wood products we use 
every day. 

The Massachusetts Woodlands Institute and the MA 
Department of Conservation and Recreation are partnering 
with the US Forest Service through a Landscape Scale 
Restoration grant to promote the use of local wood and 
habitat friendly forestry in our region. This project aims to 
boost awareness of the multiple benefits that come from 
good forest management.  

Mass Audubon’s Field Ornithologist Jeff Ritterson 
focuses on the beneficial relation between working forests 
and habitat for birds and other wildlife. “The thoughtful 
management of our forests can create habitat features 
– lost due to human activities – to help birds and other 
wildlife.  We can also simultaneously help our forests 
withstand challenges such as climate change and insect 
pests, and create wood products which supports rural 
economies, all through forest management.”  

Timber frame builder David Bowman carefully chooses 
trees for his frames, selecting native trees and often using 
unique sections of a tree that are a signature of his work.

Our history is rooted in our working landscapes, 
and we have the privilege of continuing the tradition. 
Combining this legacy with a grassroots commitment to 
the conservation of working and wild lands, we have the 
potential to produce more wood products locally as well 
as making a difference for our communities and the land 
we live on.

Making  
the Case for 
Local Wood
NOTES FROM MWI

We have the potential to produce more 
wood products locally through careful 

forest management that will also 
create local jobs, habitat for wildlife, 
and healthier, more resilient forests.

Find local wood near you!  
Visit westernmasswood.org 

The Massachusetts Woodlands Institute is a 
subsidiary of the Franklin Land Trust 

http://westernmasswood.org
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The Healing Power 
of Nature

To ensure the health and safety of our members, FLT is 
shifting all planned spring events to the fall. We hope you 
will join us in the autumn for a farm to table dinner, a hike 
at FLT’s Crowningshield Conservation Area, and a suite 
of events that celebrate the connections between people, 
forests, wildlife and the wood products we use every day! 

In the meantime, we hope you can spend some time 
outside. Take note of the changes in nature as winter turns 
to spring. Listen for spring peepers or the twilight peent of 
the American woodcock. Look for early spring ephemerals 
like snow drops or trout lilies, and watch as migrating birds 
like the eastern bluebird and the red-winged blackbird 
return to our region. 

 We all know that being outside in the woods can 
improve our general sense of well-being. Surrounding 
ourselves with living, breathing plants, birds, and animals 
can decrease our stress levels, improve our moods, and 
instill a much-needed sense of calm, especially in these 
uncertain times. 

We encourage you and your family to visit an FLT 
conservation area in the coming weeks. Take in the 
beautiful views and vistas, watch for birds and signs of 
wildlife, and soak in the healing power of nature.  FLT and 
our dedicated volunteers maintain safe, well-marked trails 
that are open for you to visit year-round. 

Betty Maitland Memorial Forest  
Rt. 8A, Heath: Moderate

Hikers will enjoy the awakening of the vernal pool in 
the spring, finding the bear-clawed aspen tree, and bird 
watching in the wildlife opening on this 1-mile  interpretive 
loop trail. This property is protected in honor of Betty 
Maitland, donated to the Franklin Land Trust by Alastair 
Maitland in 1992. In 1998, FLT donated a conservation 
restriction to the Town of Heath to ensure its protection 
in perpetuity. 

Mohawk Trail Conservation Area 
Rt 2, Shelburne: Moderate

This section of the Mahican Mohawk Trail offers 
picturesque views of the Deerfield River, and is a popular 
trail for dog walking. Follow the yellow Mahican Mohawk 
trail markers. FLT purchased this property in 1992 from 
the estate of Carl Nilman who previously operated a tree 
nursery on a portion of the site. The remains of the nursery 
are evident in the row-planted conifers and divots in the 
soil where tree and their root balls were removed. 

Crowningshield Conservation Area 
West Branch Rd, Heath: Difficult

With over 1 mile of frontage along the West Branch 
of the North River, Crowningshield Conservation Area 
is a popular destination for fly fishing. FLT purchased 
the 82-acre Crowningshield Farm in March of 2015, and 
added the Desmond property in June of 2016, creating 
the Crowningshield Conservation Area. This classic hill-
town dairy farm has been abandoned since 2005, and is 
currently managed for wildlife, pollinators, native brook 
trout, and recreation. Visit our website for directions, maps,  

and more places to visit!

Douglas Mason
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Your support matters. 
Thank YOU for making 

a difference!

Read More Online 
  FranklinLandTrust.org

     fltrust
@flandtrust

Give back to the land 
on Earth Day, April 22! 
Franklin Land Trust, Hilltown Land Trust, 
Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust, and 
Kestrel Land Trust are all working together 
to protect the land you love! 

Visit givebacktotheland.org to learn more. 

http://FranklinLandTrust.org
http://givebacktotheland.org

