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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

t has been a year now and more since we descended
into the maelstrom of the pandemic. Last March,
we had no idea of what lay ahead, although it seemed
likely to be full of hardship and tragedy, as indeed it
has been. Massachusetts has lost more people in the last
year from Covid 19 than she lost in the four-year course
of the Civil War.
We might wish to “bring things back to normal,” but
we suspect that this may not be possible. We have had
. Tom Curren,
enough “wake up calls” over the past half-century (the oil T
embargo, Three Mile Island, the ice storms of 1998 and
2008, Hurricanes Katrina, Irene, and Sandy, the SARS
virus among them) to suspect that Someone Is Trying To Tell Us Something.

From a conservation standpoint, that message has to do with our relationship
to the natural world, which we might start thinking of as “the real world.” It
has been easy to think that the solar system revolves around our affairs: politics,
economics, entertainment, fashion, and, above all, technology. The “development”
of the landscape has been synonymous with “progress,” and we have equated the
eradication of nature with “civilization.” In much of the country we have urbanized,
suburbanized, or brown-fielded the landscape in the manner of a gunslinger who
shoots first and leaves the questions to posterity. If the definition of “virtual
reality” is “a simulated experience that can be completely different from the real
world,” we’ve had goggles on for centuries now, right up until the point when we
had to replace them with face masks.

When we look at places like Franklin County, we might see them as the “seed
corn” of a more stable future than the one that the 2oth century attempted to
mortgage beyond equity. The idea that human beings can live in balance with nature
is not romantic. It may be idealistic, but it was being done before most Europeans
arrived here, and it’s still being done in farmlands and woodlands that remain in
the hands of caring people.

In a practical sense, the role of the conservation land trust is to be a conservation
property manager in perpetuity. The Franklin Land Trust has been adept at doing
that at a clip of about a thousand acres a year for about thirty-four years for a total
now of 33,000 acres. Today, we are all being called upon to act responsibly as the
guardians of our regional land-based tradition. We can become the architects of a
future that actually has a future. We can begin by recognizing that heedless land
development constitutes an extinction curve. We can return to the knowledge
that the landscape is something to be grateful for, something to be treasured, and
something to pass on intact, thriving, and healthy, into the future.

As a long-awaited spring approaches, we want to thank all of you who have
helped us shepherd this mission through the valley of the shadow of the past year...
our board, our volunteers, our donors, landowners, and the riders of D2R2 who kept
the faith that we all share in the incredible benevolence of nature. We can find real
comfort in anticipating the song of the wood thrush at evening as the old normal
returns, once again, to the hills and valleys that we love.

Thank you all for joining with us in this work!

Cover Photo: “Every spring we welcome the return of migratory wildlife, a welcome sign of
warming weather and longer days.”
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The Gift of a
Conservation
Legacy

ranklin Land Trust has received a gift
of 24 acres of forested land in Ashfield
and Conway, donated by land-owners Ed
Etheredge of Northampton, and Larry Hott
of Florence. This land sits at the intersection of three
towns - Ashfield, Conway and Goshen - with views of Mt.
Monadnock, Mt. Wachusett, and Mt. Greylock in the fall
and winter months. This land is home to Bradford Brook, a
state listed cold water resource, and while not contiguous,
this northern hardwood forest contributes to larger blocks
of conserved land in the region including Chapel Falls
Reservation, Poland Brook Wildlife Management Area, and
DAR State Forest. Some of FLT’s most iconic landscapes
have been the gifts of generous donors, and we are deeply
grateful for the conservation ethic of landowners Larry
Hott and Ed Etheredge who carefully stewarded and
enjoyed this land with their families for over 40 years.
Etheredge and Hott, college friends, purchased the
land off South Ashfield Road in 1979 with a goal of using
it as a wood lot to generate firewood for each of their
homes. Filmmaker Larry Hott recalls their enthusiasm
and naivetéé in the summer of 1979 where they spent
months harvesting, splitting, and moving firewood, only
to generate one cord for two households. “They say cutting
your own firewood warms you twice, but in our case, it
was more like 15 or 20 times,” says Larry Hott, reflecting
on their decision to hire Consulting Forester Lincoln Fish,
who encouraged them to enroll the land in Chapter 61A,
the state forestry program, and to get a Forest Management
Plan that they diligently renewed every 10 years since 1980.
“We knew that the excellent condition of the woodlot,
the cold-water stream, and spectacular viewsheds would
be a draw for public access,” says Will Sloan Anderson,

Nan Williams

William Sloan
Anderson, FLT’s Head
Land Steward, stands
alongside Bradford
Brook on land gifted
by Ed Etheredge and
Larry Hott.

FLT Head Land Steward. FLT plans
to manage this land for forestry,
wildlife, and recreation.  Larry
Hott notes: “We know that FLT has
expertise and resources to manage
this land, which is important tous as
we think about climate change and
the various threats to our forests
like invasive pests and plants.” Ed
Etheredge, Northampton Attorney,
appreciates the natural beauty and
history of the landscape, and that FLT will steward this
land moving forward. “It is a lovely New England forest,
and we know the Franklin Land Trust will secure its
beauty for years to come.”

Franklin Land Trust has been the beneficiary of more
than a dozen generous gifts of conservation land, begin-
ning with Alaister Maitland’s gift of a 40-acre forest in
Heath in memory of his wife Betty,in 1992. Evelyn Guyette
gave FLT her 107-acre farm in Plainfield, which now hosts
the Raspberry Hill Community Garden, a number of public
access trails, and a valuable resource for dozens of species
of wildlife. In Rowe, our 94-acre biological reserve was the
gift of Nan Williams, and is the on-going subject of wildlife
observation and research on a unique landscape. Other
permanent gifts of land held outright are the Hale Family’s
gift of 92-acres on Walnut Hill in Buckland, and Loretta
Butehorn’s gift of a 63-acre woodlot in Heath. These and
other valuable gifts throughout the region comprise a core
resource that will be managed as well as monitored by FLT
staff in perpetuity.

Persons wishing to receive more information
about making a gift of land are encouraged
to contact Thomas Curren at tcurren@
franklinlandtrust.org. Thank you for your
consideration of a conservation future for your property.
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“For those of us who feel so strongly about the Land Trust’s mission, we’re
supporting those who are most important in preserving the land and the
culture we love, the farmers. Part of the pleasure of eating locally is the sense
of connection, of knowing where your food comes from.”

Richard Todd*

ew England has long been a region of farms,

some with prime soils and many on hard-

scrabble uplands, but, in total, enough of

them for the region to feed itself and export

the surplus for profit. The valley of the Kennebec in Maine,
the Champlain Valley in Vermont, and the farms along the
Westport River in Bristol County have all been counted
among the “breadbaskets” of the region, but none were, or
are now, as fertile as the Deerfield and Connecticut River
farmlands of the Pioneer Valley. These are among the
most productive lands on the planet, and for generations
they made Massachusetts aleader in American agriculture,
back when Westfield Seek-No-Further apples, Boston
Marrow Squash, Greenfield’s Golden Bantam corn, and
Deerfield beef set the market standards for the northeast.
With a few exceptions, by the 1990, the
Commonwealth’s agricultural boundary had receded
from the Route 128 perimeter to well beyond that of
Route 495. Suburban sprawl spread to the point where
Massachusetts is now only producing 10% of the food that
its citizens consume every day. The Franklin Land Trust
was founded in 1987 to protect hill town farms in Ashfield
and later joined forces with the Deerfield Land Trust to
protect valley land as well. FLT’s funders knew that in
order to support conservation, it was essential to support
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working farms. An adequate local food supply was once
the birthright of everyone in the Commonwealth, and it
needs to be re-established as the normative measure of
our sustainable future.

Our active projects include completing the conservation
of some of the Commonwealth’s most fertile properties
in the 1,345 acres of agricultural land of the Deerfield
Meadows (nearly 750 acres protected since 1990 with

approximately 500 acres remaining) and the
conservation of upland farms in the towns of Buckland,
Charlemont, Colrain, Hawley. Montague, Shelburne, Rowe,
and Whately. To date, FLT has protected or facilitated the
protection of 33,000 acres of land, about half of which is
permanently protected farmland. Given Massachusetts’s
absolutely unacceptable level of dependence on imported
food, this acreage needs to be doubled, and needs to
include not only prime soils but also every productive
piece of garden, orchard, meadow, hayfield, and cropland
made productive by the skill and commitment of working
farmers throughout all the towns in the most productive
agricultural regions in the state.

* Richard Todd was a distinguished author and editor of The
Atlantic Monthly who served as president of the Franklin Land
Trust board.

Land and Water

“I work for land conservation because preserving some ecological balance
between humans and other species is essential for a sustainable world for
future generations. Each unpolluted stream we can protect is the most
valuable gift we could leave behind for those who follow us.”

Jill Ker Conway*

f the geology of a given landscape can be seen as its

bone structure, the soil its skin, and the biology its

vital organs, then our water systems are the veinsand

arteries that bring sustenance to the healthy whole.
The natural heritage of Massachusetts depends not only
on the broad expanses of the Connecticut, the Charles,
the Ipswich, and the Deerfield, but also on a network of
tributaries, unnamed feeder streams, wetlands, and ponds
that define and support life here in the temperate zone.
Compromise in the quality of this system threatens the
basis of all life forms. Climate change is disruptive and
global warming is a threat, but the loss of clean water is a
disaster in progress. If we are not actively committed to
the conservation of riparian resources, we aren’t paying
attention to our own best interests.

The conservation of riparian resources is a key
component of Franklin Land Trust’s priorities. The
Deerfield River, its branches, its feeder streams, and its
watershed are all the focus of the stewardship of our
conserved properties, our planning for future conservation
initiatives, and our outreach in collaboration with other
organizations and entities. Among these latter activities
is FLT’s involvement in the planning, development, and
use of river corridor easements to reduce damage to river
frontage, improve water quality, and to enhance ecosystem

resilience in the face of climate change, which has included
an increase in serious flooding in recent years.

Western Massachusetts still enjoys the benefits of an
intact water system like the one that once spanned the
state from the Housatonic to the Nashoba, the Concord,
and the Mystic. Through the commitment of landowners
and the support of the chapters of Trout Unlimited,
Franklin Land Trust has made a priority of conserving the
land that conserves the water, and that, in turn protects
all the forms of wildlife that depend upon it. We look
forward to joining forces with all those who understand
that, somewhere, a river is running through all of our lives.

* Jill Ker Conway was a noted author and the president of
Smith College who served as the chair of Franklin Land Trust’s
development committee and whose commitment lives on through
her bequest to FLT.board.
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M FLT Conserved &
Facilitated Projects

I Conserved Open Space

! CHESTERFIELD B Projects in red are targeted for
completion in 2021, totaling over
983 acres in Rowe, Charlemont,
Deerfield, Whately, Sunderland,
and Shelburne.

Franklin Land Trust
2021 Conservation Efforts
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“After a cycle of costly floods, fires, and dust storms, the conservationists
are being listened to, and a prodigal people are beginning to learn the

principles of ecology.”

Daniel Aaron*

e can now add hurricane, drought, polar
vortex, and the impact of invasive insects
to the roster of climate change; if we
lived along the coast, we could reference
a shifting shoreline as well. Massachusetts is fortunate
in that its populated eastern half lies downwind of the
Adirondacks, the Berkshires, and the healthy woodlands
of Franklin and Hampshire Counties. Most of these tracts
are privately owned, many of them have been managed
either as wild areas or as working forests for generations.
Franklin Land Trust works with landowners who wish
to conserve their lands, either as biological reserves
(such as our Nan Williams Forest in Rowe) or as working
woodlands, including the Guyette Farm in Plainfield and
the Sara Beeler Wright PhD Memorial Forest in Heath.
The FLT Stewardship Department partners closely
with our subsidiary the Massachusetts Woodlands
Institute to define the tenets of conservation forestry and
to apply those principles to specific parcels of land. When
wilderness advocates and forest products interests lock
horns, the sound you hear may not be either chain saws or
bird calls; it may be bulldozers. Every forest is different;
we are presently working with a landowner whose family
property includes an area of rare spring ephemeral plants,
about 200 acres of well-managed forest that has been
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harvested selectively for generations, and one of the last
few remaining intact stretches of colonial range lines,
flanked by stone walls laid out in the 1760s and rows of
ancient sugar maples planted not long after the walls
were laid in. Our job is to keep the long view, to balance
various iterations of ground truth, and to maintain an
active perspective for the benefit all the life forms that
make their homes in the forested landscape.

* Daniel Aaron was the first person to graduate with a degree in
American Civilization from Harvard University. In 2015, at the age
of 101, he donated a conservation easement to the Franklin Land
Trust. His quote is from a book entitled “America in Crisis” that
introduced a chapter on the Dust Bowl of the 1930s.

This is where the Deerfield River comes down to the Connecticut in Massachusetts,
opening up the northwest gateway to the wilderness beyond. It was by this gateway
that the Commonwealth was settled, to its highest hills and with its oldest hopes.

It was here, too, later, that the old New England journey was begun, again.”

Archibald MacLeish*

Franklin Land Trust will soon register a conservation
restriction at the county courthouse in Greenfield that
permanently protects a small tract of land just behind the
town buildings in Sunderland, Massachusetts. The 7.6-
acre piece is bordered by the Connecticut River on the
west, and Route 47 on the east, and, by the terms of this
restriction, can only be used for recreational purposes as
defined and managed by the Town. Although the tract
includes a small stretch of riverfront wildlife habitat, its
primary public benefit is recreational open space that
helps to define the village core of the town.

FLT has done this sort of thing before; since 2006 we’ve
held a conservation restriction on the green between the
Town Hall and St. John’s Church in Ashfield. The practical
rationale in these cases is simple: these lands are town
property that are now constrained from future potential
use that could diminish the traditions, aesthetics, and
intentions of a village common.

These are the most visible examples of a principle that
lies at the core of our mission statement: “We celebrate
the landscape, the history, and the rural culture of western
Massachusetts. We work to ensure, through a program of land
conservation and stewardship, that the historic pattern of field,
woodland and village will endure for the benefit of generations
fo come.”

What, exactly, is this pattern, and why should we
celebrate and protect it? At this point, there are probably
three broad historic human patterns that have been in play
on the landscape that we call home. The earliest was by
far the longest in tenure, one that is very hard to define
accurately now because the Native American uses of the
land were entrusted to oral tradition and because the shift
to European property and power structures involved both
change and cultural eradication. A few things seem clear:
the First Nations existed in proportion to available natural
resources; they functioned as communities in order to
survive, reproduce, and endure, and they tended to govern
their activities (and sometimes their locations) with the
seasons and seasonal food supplies.

After a period of pestilence, conflict, and exile,
Europeans imposed a new pattern of land use intended
as an improvement upon cultural antecedents from
the Old World. It was based upon deeded ownership as
determined by purchase, settlement, and cultivation rather
than by inheritance or connection to royalty, and thus, at

Continued on Next Page

* Mr. MacLeish was a conservationist and a long-time resident of
Conway, Massachusetts who served as Librarian of Congress and
whose writings earned him three Pulitzer Prizes.
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Plan of Deerfield’s village, fields and uplands in the 1790’s.

the time, it was seen as a great improvement. It tended
eventually to divide the land into townships conveyed to
individual owners as waterpower rights, cultivated lands,
forested tracts, and village lots. In some cases, a new
settler purchased “one of each” of these categories, a land
ownership pattern still survives in some parts of Franklin
County. A village “core” of homes were
constructed along a main street, while farms
and homesteads became scattered throughout
towns on “range roads,” along watercourses, and
where favorable soils and exposure encouraged
agricultural use. The “life of the town” ebbed
and flowed in and out of the village, and a
combination of community and Emersonian
self-reliance was the order of the day. Nearly
every houselot was a homestead capable of producing its
own clean water, raising its own food, and heating itself.
Where there was specialization in occupation, commerce,
or craft, the opportunity for trade arose, by barter at first
and later in hard currency. At least for a while, buildings
were owner-constructed and occupied, built of a strength
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and quality that qualified as a bequest to posterity. In
time, this became the defining pattern of “the classic
New England village,” and it was replicated wherever
Yankees emigrated from Ohio to Oregon.

Medieval patterns of racism, sexism, elitism, and
resource extraction persisted, and in many cases
dominated, but so did the impulse and the sense of duty
to reform. The American Revolution, the abolishment
of slavery, the education and empowerment of women,
and the conservation movement were all hardy
perennials that sprang up in the New England Village,
keeping faith with the search for a “more perfect
union” envisioned in the founding years. We are still,
or we ought to be, a work in progress, as generations
were once taught in one-room schoolhouses, in local
lyceums, and in universities.

Such were the traditions of the 18th and 19th
century that were largely eradicated by emerging
modern definitions of fashion, economics, politics,
and technology. The privilege and entitlement
of Empire struck back. Cities became the centers
of power and consequence. The rural landscape’s
highest and best use became defined as suburbia;
prime cuts of agricultural land were reduced to the
taxable hamburger meat of subdivision. By the close
of the 20th century, a web of physical dependency
and economic elitism moved power out of the rural
districts and away from New England. Our energy
comes from Texas and the Middle East, our food
supplies are trucked in (about a week’s worth at a time)
from irrigated, corporate-owned western land, technology
directs us from California and China, and our limited
attention spans are choreographed by a popular culture
that volleys back and forth between Manhattan and Los
Angeles. What could possibly go wrong?

“We celebrate the landscape, the history, and the rural culture
of western Massachusetts. We work to ensure, through a
program of land conservation and stewardship, that the

historic pattern of field, woodland and village will endure for

the benefit of generations to come.”

Under the circumstances, to say that we cannot do this
alone is an understatement. We need your help! We can
think of no better use of our time, talents, and treasure,
than to proceed in the faith that you will join us as time
and the river flows through our shared and inherited love
of this living land.
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Wednesdays On The Trail
Spring Hiking Series

Final Wednesdays, April - June

Multiple Locations | 2:00 PM
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Hilltown Nature

Journal Group

First & Third Tuesdays (Beginning May 4)
Multiple Locations | 10:00 - 11:30 AM

We are happy to collaborate with a newly formed
nature journaling group working in Franklin and
Hampshire counties. On May 4th, the group will
host its inaugural meeting at FLT’s Guyette Farm
Conservation Area in Plainfield. Participants are
encouraged to drop into meetings as their schedules
allow, and participation is open to anyone over 18
years of age. Meetings will be a mix of instruction,
journaling, and sharing.

This spring, join FLT staff and community members
on a series of moderately-paced hikes around
Franklin County. Together we’ll explore properties
protected for public use by Voluntary Public Access
easements, made possible by a program facilitated
by FLT with the support of Mass DCR and the
NRCS. Visit our website for details.

April 28: Shelburne Falls Fire Tower Trail
May 26: Reeds Bridge Road, Conway
June 30: Dancing Fiddle Farm, Buckland

pHOTO: Lori Austin

Digital Farm Tours

This summer Franklin Land Trust will bring some of our traditional Farm Tour programming to the digital world!

While the continued presence of COVID-19 is expected to limit options for in-person programming into the summer,
we wanted to find a way to share some of the sights, sounds, and stories from Franklin County’s farming community
with you.

» This spring, we will be working with a local filmmaker to profile some of our wonderful local farm owners,
highlighting the role conservation efforts play in ensuring our region’s agricultural legacy remains strong.

» We are also building an interactive StoryMap featuring many of the great farm stores and stands offering healthy,
locally grown produce to our community.

While these digital projects cannot fully replace the experience of an in-person farm tour, we hope they will encourage
you and your family to get out and explore the beautiful backroads of western Massachusetts, visiting new farms and
experiencing the vibrant connections between people, land, and food in Franklin County.

© For more information on all of our events, visit FranklinLandTrust.org/event-list

Have any special skills or knowledge you would like to share with our community?
If you are interested in volunteering as an event leader,
please contact Barry Matthews at bmatthews@franklinlandtrust.org.
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5 Mechanic Street
P.O. Box 450
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01370

Your support matters.
Thank YOU for making
a difference!

Read More Online

Q FranklinLandTrust.org
El O @ fitrust
¥ @flandtrust

D2R2

SAVE THE DATE
August 21, 2021

We are working with our local towns and
state agencies to determine a possible
solution for D2R2 this year!

Keep your fingers crossed and stay tuned
for details soon!

FranklinLandTrust.org/D2R2
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