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Foresters For The Birds Takes Flight

Helping landowners understand which birds
are using their woods and how they can

enhance the habitat for these species in the 2
course of managing their woodlands " 4 3 / &
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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

Plate Spinning in Perpetuity

A CLASSIC JUGGLING ACT involves spinning plates atop long poles while
performing additional tricks and adding more plates. Keeping all the plates
in motion and aloft requires a keen sense of balance and centrifugal force, as
well as knowing when—or whether—to add yet another plate.

We're fortunate to live in an area that still offers opportunities to conserve significant farms and
open space owned by people who care deeply about the future of their land. But we constantly
recalculate how to “add more plates” while running programs, raising funds, meeting all the
responsibilities we hold and responding to new needs.

FLT helps landowners develop strategies to conserve their family farms and woodlands “in
perpetuity.” Our work begins with education: building closer ties between owners and their

land; educating them about options for conserving land while maintaining the right to pass it

to their children; and, in many cases, how to realize value without having to subdivide their

land into house lots. Our collaboration with the Massachusetts Woodlands Institute and the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts on the Foresters for the Birds initiative, the Forest Stewardship
Program, and estate planning workshops are aimed at increasing awareness which we hope will
translate into more conserved land.

Each week, we receive 2-3 phone calls from landowners seeking our help and expertise. Our
land stewardship staffis already responsible for annual monitoring on FLT’s 130 Conservation
Restrictions and the eight properties we currently own. We have that responsibility forever.

One of our biggest challenges is limited financial resources to assist landowners. Despite its
complexities, the initiative to create a conservation restriction-based federal forest designation
in 20 regional towns offers a huge opportunity to bring new, significant funding for conserving
working woodlands while keeping them in private ownership and management.

None of our conservation work—past or present—is possible without your generous support. Your
annual gifts sustain us, and your contributions to our capital campaign allowed us to acquire our
beautiful permanent headquarters on Mechanic Street in Shelburne Falls. In addition to space

for staff to work more effectively, we now have the capability to hold collaborative meetings with
landowners and funding partners and welcome visitors and donors to the place we call home.

We hope you will reaffirm your commitment to conserving farms and forests with an annual gift.
And if you have not already supported the capital campaign for FLT’s long-term sustainability,
including funding our permanent home, it is not too late.

e« (=—=<——

Richard K. Hubbard
Executive Director

Worried about the Pipeline Proposal? We are too!

See what FLT is doing: www.FranklinLandTrust.org/pipeline
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Taking the Long View

THE CHRIS AND SHARON ROSE, MICHELLE ROSE, AND JEFF AND ANDREA ROSE CONSERVATION PROJECT

IN THE 1920s, Chris and Jeft Rose’s great-grandparents Ed and
Maude Bellows purchased the family land in Buckland and although
both men grew up in Deerfield they spent summers and weekends on
the family farm and eventually raised their families in Buckland. The
land is situated along Hog Hollow and East Buckland Road. Chris
Rose and his wife Sharon conserved 150 acres along the top and
western slope of Johnson Hill; the land can be seen from Route 112
near the Atherton Farm and the Buckland Historical Society Wilder
Homestead, which abuts the Roseland. The Roses manage their forest
primarily for wildlife with the benefit of firewood. Jeff and Andrea
Rose maintain a homestead farm on 71 conserved acres that sit below
Chris’s property along East Buckland Road. This parcelis bisected by
Clark Brook, a major tributary to Clesson Brook. Michelle Rose lives
across East Buckland Road on 2§ acres of conserved forestland that
abuts the Buell Conservation Restriction held by the Department of
Conservation and Recreation (DCR).

Chris Rose approached the Franklin Land Trust in 2009 with hopes
of conserving family land for future generations. Realizing that this
hilltown property is within the Route 112 Scenic Byway corridor
view shed, FLT submitted the project for funding. Conservation
restrictions purchased with Scenic Byway funds must be held by
either a public agency or municipality, so DCR agreed to partner
with FLT, hold the restrictions, and commit to partial funding to
complete the projects.

The Rose Family: Andrea, Aidan, Devon, Jeff, Chris and
Emmett, their dog!

The Rose Family Conservation Project is an example of
land protection that linked a dedicated family with strong
ties to the land and committed conservation partners
including the Franklin Land Trust (FLT), The Conservation
Fund (TCF), the Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR), and the federal Scenic Byway Program
administered by the Franklin Regional Council of
Governments (FRCOG).

The three Rose conservation restrictions totaling 250
acres were purchased with funds from the Scenic Byway
programand Department of Conservationand Recreation.
The landowners all agreed to bargain sales, meaning they
accepted less money for the CR than the appraisal value.
The Franklin Land Trust secured two short term loans from
the Conservation Fund (www.conservationfund.org), to
pre-acquire the CRs on Michelle’s and Jeff and Andrea’s
CRs since the Scenic Byway program is a reimbursement
program.

This project was a high priority for FLT since significant
portions of Rose family land contain Biomap2 Core
Habitat and Critical Natural Landscape as defined by the
Massachusetts Natural Heritage Endangered Species
Program, and the acreage abuts already protected land.
Although the CRs are held by DCR, the Franklin Land
Trust stewardship staff will be responsible for annual
monitoring visits.
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Foresters for the Birds Takes Flight

BIRDS THAT BREED IN THE FORESTS OF WESTERN M ASSACHUSETTS
may soon be getting a boost, thanks to a new program that FLT’s
partner, the Mass Woodlands Institute, is working on with the
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation and
Massachusetts Audubon.

Modeled after a successful program started by Vermont Audubon,
Foresters for the Birds will help landowners understand which birds
are using their woods and how to enhance the habitat for these
species in the course of managing woodlands.

The Foresters for the Birds program will provide funding for
consulting foresters to assess potential and existing habitat for the
Massachusetts Birders Dozen, 12 of the 40 species of breeding forest
songbirds identified by Mass Audubon as being high priorities for
protection in Massachusetts and the northeast. These 12 species
were selected because they are simple to identify by sight and/or
sound; collectively use a wide range of forest types; are showing a
decline in their global breeding populations or are at risk for decline;
and have a significant proportion of their global breeding population
in the Northern Forest. The species range from the Black-and-white
Warbler, which requires large areas of contiguous forest, to the
Eastern Towhee, which favors young, brushy forest.

The program will provide training and consulting to foresters for
integrating bird habitat management into the forest stewardship
planning they are already providing to landowners. Simple tweaks
to standard forest management practices—such as retaining
food source trees like black cherry or creating diversity within the
forest structure—can go a long way toward helping declining bird
populations, especially when repeated in multiple woodlots.

Forestersforthe Birdsisstartingasapilotin western Franklin County
and portions of western Hampshire and northern Berkshire counties.
In July, the program will start providing funding to landowners
to hire foresters who will conduct bird habitat assessments as part
of preparing a Forest Stewardship Plan or upgrading an existing
stewardship plan. Applications will be available on the Department
of Conservation and Recreation Service Forestry website, and at
www.masswoodlands.org.

For more information:
Wendy Ferris at wferris@franklinlandtrust.org.
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by John Harrison

Photo by Devin Griffiths

Forest Designation Gets Aired

FLT HAS BEEN A PARTNER IN EXPLORING LOCAL INTEREST IN A
potential federal forest designation by the U.S. Forest Service in a
20-town region in western Franklin County and northern Berkshire
County. Over the last several months, FLT participated in a series
of regional and community meetings to share the framework of a
new proposal that would use Forest Service funds to support forest
conservation and economic development.

The new designation would provide federal funding for the purchase
of conservation restrictions on working woodlands in participating
towns and provide grants, technical assistance, and expertise to
landowners and businesses in the region. The goals are to harness
the potential of the region’s forests both as recreational assets and
sources for an array of wood products, from pellets to flooring.

This region was chosen for the designation because it is the most
heavily forested area in the state and one of the area’s most in need
of a creative economic development strategy that reflects its rural
character. If the proposal moves forward, towns would have to
choose to participate in the designation to receive any of the potential

federal funding.

Led by the Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG)
and the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BRPC), the
outreach meetings attracted several hundred people. Participants
expressed a healthy skepticism of the federal government’s ability

to respond to local needs, but they also recognized the potential
opportunities of this new designation. The proposal benefited from
feedback from groups like the Massachusetts Forest Alliance, local
snowmobile clubs, and landowners in the region who could use
funding to conserve their land. One of the most concrete examples
to come from the meetings is the idea of using forest service funds
to convert schools and public buildings to wood heat (either pellets
or chips), thereby providing a local market for low-quality wood,
which is generally cost-prohibitive to remove from the forest and
transport over 20 or so miles. A local market for this wood would
help stimulate landowners to manage their woodlands, reduce our
buildings’ carbon footprints, and save taxpayers a significant sum in
energy costs.

The federal designation will require legislation to be passed in both
the Massachusetts legislature and the U.S. Congress, so this could be
alengthy process. This spring, FRCOG, BRPC, and FLT will prepare
areport that summarizes the public discussion and ideas so far. The
organizations will likely form an advisory group oflocal stakeholders
and town representatives to steer the process going forward.

The current framework and materials are available for download at
www.frcog.org.
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Whenever the Franklin Land Trust helps conserve land, we also make a serious
promise: that we will always be responsible for the thousands of acres of
farmland, woodland or open space we manage or steward.

Each week, we receive new requests from property owners who
wish to ensure that their land will always remain in agricultural
use or open and rural in character. These lands may be home to
rare or endangered species; have streams that feed into critical
water supplies; have soil types designated as having special
environmental or economic value, or other unique features.
Sometimes we have to make difficult decisions about needs and
priorities.

While we are caring for the land that we have conserved, we are
also planning for long-term needs. To meet commitments that
last far into the future, we need to grow our Mary Robertson
Torras Founders Fund, our board restricted fund that serves as
our “endowment”.

An endowment offers stability in uncertain times and can allow
FLT to address new needs as they arise. It can supplement
annual fund support and help us keep the solemn promises we
make to families who care deeply about their land. In addition to
cash donations, we can accept gifts of stock or other securities
and even property. You may also complete a capital gift over a
multi-year period. Finally, we also hope that you will consider
including FLT in your will and other estate plans.

Annual gifts keep our professional staff working with landowners
and partnering agencies. They fund our stewardship efforts,
educational programs and outreach events to raise awareness
and support. A strong annual fund is absolutely essential to the
effectiveness of FLT's land conservation efforts.

Recognizing the importance of annual gifts, an FLT donor has
generously created a special challenge fund that will double the

value of gifts we receive before June 30th. up to $20,000. For a list of ways that you can support FLT and our work today

and into the future, visit our website: www.franklinlandtrust.org.

[ )

Please help shape the future of this beautiful region that we all love by making an annual gift
during this challenge period, and consider a gift to the Capital Campaign as an expression of your
commitment to a sustainable future for your children, grandchildren, and future generations.

This is a great opportunity to maximize an annual gift.

We are proud to have conserved more than 27,000 acres of land, and, with your support, we will be
here to steward these very special places-always.
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Stewardshir

Mapping the future
of Conservation

LIKE MANY SMALL LAND TRUSTS, THE FRANKLIN LAND TRUST EMERGED IN
response to the threat of unwanted development. For more than two decades, FLT
has continued to react to threats to the landscape of western Massachusetts. How-
ever, in the last few years, advances in technology have allowed us to develop a new
strategic planning effort designed to inform how and where we can apply limited
resources to maximum effect.

This winter, the stewardship staffbegan developing a series of maps that will inform
our strategic conservation plan. Using spatial data available from the state, we can
map the distribution of myriad conservation priorities, from endangered species,
wetlands, and prime agricultural soils to population demographics, parcel data,
trail systems and open space. Combining these datasets into a single mapping tool
allows us to paint a picture of what areas best relate to FLT’s mission and goals.

One of the more interesting datasets is the Nature Conservancy’s resilience analy-
sis, which ranks landscapes across Massachusetts according to their potential to
support biodiversity and ecological function under a wide range of climate change
scenarios. By incorporating this analysis into our conservation plan, we gain
insight into whether a potential project is likely to support our organizational goal
of preserving the biodiversity of Western Massachusetts in perpetuity—whether
the project is a good long-term investment. In reviewing our strategic maps, I am
struck by the number of opportunities for conservation in this special rural corner
of the third most densely populated state.

Combined with the staff expertise and 25 years of institutional experience, these
mapping tools gives us the perspective needed to address today’s conservation
challenges. With the continued generosity of our members, donors, and financial
partners, FLT is well positioned to take an active role in protecting our region’s
biodiversity and working landscapes.

FLT Land Stewards, Will Sloan Anderson, Josh Morse, and Sam Talbot utilize a mapping tool
which visualizes a range of data to assist FLT in constructing our strategic conservation plan.

Caring for Lands Conserved
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William Harris Property
Bell Road, Gates Road and River Road

Previously conserved as part of the Partnership, this property
contains 60 acres of forest, field and wetland. It contains a
portion of Harris Brook a tributary to the Connecticut River

as well as a two-acre spring-fed beaver pond surrounded by
wetlands. The land was acquired by Bill Harris’ grandfather

in 1922 and was managed as a farm until 1960 when it was
transitioned to forest. A well-preserved stone foundation
provides a link to earlier settlement, and is in an area thought to
have had Native American presence. Portions of the property are
now open for public recreational access.

Wallis and Cornelia Reid
West Leyden Road

Located within sight of the Town Hall, this 23.5-acre property is
primarily wooded and includes a scenic hill peak. Public access
is allowed on the land, in accordance with the Partnership grant
including a trail which connects with the abutting Timmerman
property, and provides access to the 61-acre Leyden State Forest
beyond. The land is listed as scenic in the 1982 Massachusetts
Landscape Inventory of Scenic Landscapes and is in close
proximity to Biomap2 Critical Natural Landscape Blocks.

Laura Timmerman
Greenfield Road

This 83-acre farm is the site of the Timmerman family’s local
Community Sustained Agriculture. Nearby to the center of
town, the land is substantially wooded, with several acres of
wetland running along Greenfield Road. The Brandy Brook
runs through the land, a tributary of Glen Brook, the Greenfield
Reservoir and the Green River. The property includes the
peak of Spencer Mountain and has been responsibly managed
for timber and wildlife habitat for decades. Public access on
the property is along a trail which connects with the Reid
property and the 61-acre Leyden State Forest, owned by the
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation.
, The property is part of a large area of unbroken forest

cover, identified by the Massachusetts Natural Heritage and
Endangered Species Biomap2 as a Critical Natural Landscape
Block; it is also part of the 1982 Massachusetts Landscape
Inventory of Scenic Landscapes.
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”‘% : A.R.Sandri,lnc.

Leverett

The Sandri property is located just east of Mount Toby State
Forest on the east side of Long Plain Road. It is primarily
forested and contains a kettle-hole pond and a larger wetland
complex. According to the Massachusetts Natural Heritage and
Endangered Species Program, the property contains Biomap2
Critical Natural Landscape, Core Habitat and Estimated Habitats
of Rare Species. The kettle-hole pond is certified as a vernal pool.
FLT initiated the negotiations with A.R. Sandri to conserve the
property and later assisted the MA Department of Fish & Game
- which ultimately purchased it - with a survey. The property is
open to the public for passive recreational activities.

B Paul and Phili
h 4' ﬁ (© Zimmermaﬁ

Leyden

Jointly owning 44 acres in the center of Leyden, the Zimmerman
brothers have stewarded this field and pasture land with
breathtaking vistas of the Glen Brook valley below, which

feeds the Glen Brook Reservoir and provides drinking water to
Greenfield, MA. The Zimmerman’s want to leave this land as an
agricultural legacy for the town and future farmers. With strong
support from the town, they and future landowners are donating
land for the Robertson Memorial Library which sits on a corner of
the farm. The land has many natural resources that provide public
benefit. The view, running along east side of Main Rd at the heart
of Leyden is a key characteristic of the town. The land is listed

in the 1982 Massachusetts Department of Conservation and
Recreation inventory of scenic lands. The land contains prime
and state significant farm soils, and includes Natural Heritage
and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) Priority Habitats of
Rare Species and Estimate Habitats of Rare Wildlife, as well as
Biomap2 Core Habitat for Species of Conservation Concern, and
NHESP Living Waters Critical Supporting Watersheds.

% F e The Lotreck Family

Leyden

The Lotreck family has owned their land since 1975. Charles
Lotreck grew up in the Leyden area and bought the land. When
Charles passed away in 2012, his children wished to protect the land
and continue having it farmed. The land contains prime and state
significant farm soils, making it eligible for conservation under the
Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) program through with
ithas been conserved. Agriculture on the land is operated by the
Herron family farm, which owns contiguous APR and CR protected
land in Leyden. Approximately 50 acres are hayed, with the balance
in forest. The land is close to the Leyden Glen Reservoir, which pro-
vides 30% of the public drinking water for the Town of Greenfield.
Itis also nearby to the Leyden Wildlife Management Area, 375 acres
owned by the Department of Fish and Game

FLT NEWS & VIEWS | SUMMER 2014
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Support for Swallows & Watching Woodcocks

SPRING WORKSHOP AND LECTURE SERIES

Barn Swallow

IN AprriL, FLT WELCOMED A STANDING-ROOM-ONLY AUDIENCE
gathered to learn about local bird expert Mara Silver’s work with
the Valley’s dwindling populations of barn and cliff swallows.
Both species depend on habitat factors that include man-made
nesting sites, abundant mud for nest building, and open pasture
for foraging—factors that were common on working farms of
18th-20th centuries. As agricultural land use in our area has
declined, this combination of habitat factors has become rarer, and
the abundance of swallows in Massachusetts diminished with it.

To combat this decline, Silver has focused on attracting barn and
cliff swallows to promising nesting sites such as the conserved farms
at Graves Farm Sanctuary in Williamsburg and in Shelburne’s
Patten District. By re-opening shuttered windows, installing man-
made ledges to support nests, and creating muddy pools where
swallows can collect nesting material in close proximity to old
barns, Silver has been successful in bolstering established swallow
colonies and attracting birds to previously un-colonized sites. Her
work reminds us that conservation is only half the battle; human
engagement with the landscape is equally critical to the success of
species that share it with us.
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OUR SECOND SPRING PROGRAM WAS AN EVENING AT GUYETTE
Farm spent observing the curious courtship behavior of the
American woodcock. Like cliff and barn swallows, woodcocks are
birds of the agricultural landscape, and their populations across
the eastern U.S. and Canada have been declining through the
20th century as agricultural land returns to forest. The distinctive
breeding displays of the species—recognized as a sign of spring
in New England for two and a half centuries—is now limited to a
patchy network of sites across the region that combine brushy fields,
dense stands of saplings, and mature forests, such as the Guyette
Farm.

Walking a 10-acre area that we manage for woodcock habitat before
dark on April 19, a group of 25 FLT members and hilltown residents
got a first-hand look at how active management of an agricultural
landscape is allowing the bird also known as the timberdoodle to
flourish on FLT land. Head of stewardship Will Anderson explained
the importance of mowing to maintain open singing habitat for the
birds at the farm’s cow pastures, discussed the choice to convert

the wet pasture edges to ideal feeding habitat by allowing stands

of young poplar and birch to establish along Meadow Brook, and
emphasized the value of the property’s managed woodlot as rearing
habitat for young birds. After a quick tour of the property, the group
witnessed the best possible testament to the effectiveness of FLT’s
management regimen: seven woodcocks “peenting” and twittering
in the settling darkness.

Summer Reading

Something Old, Something New

More than half a century separates the work of three authors with a message: a marine biologist,
an award-winning journalist, and an author of children’s books.

Silent Spring
by Rachel Carson

Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring still resonates
in our world of GMO crops, trash islands in
the ocean, and glyphosate traces in breast
cancer cells. Carson shouldered huge family
responsibilities while enduring attacks from
corporate interests to raise awareness of
our dependence on the natural world and
the dangers of massive use of DDT. Her
calm discussion of ecological systems and
the growing impact of an avalanche of
chemicals in use after World War Il changed
government policies and provided the
rationale for what became the Department
of Environmental Protection.

q

The Sixth Extinction:

An Unnatural History
by Elizabeth Kolbert

If we have forgotten how careless we

can be with what sustains us, Elizabeth
Kolbert's The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural
History, is a thorough, riveting wakeup call.
Kolbert deftly takes us through millennia of
planetary change and the discoveries that
led us to understand our own evolution,
interspersing tales of her travels to some

of the most threatened places on earth

to meet scientists on the front lines of
climate change. Her clear, compelling, often
amusing, and carefully researched prose
moves us through a necessary confrontation
with what is humanity’s most

terrifying prospect.

Misty of Chincoteague
by Marguerite Henry

For adults who remember and children just
discovering it, Marguerite Henry's Misty

of Chincoteague taps into our curiosity

and complicated relationship with wild
horses and the landscape they inhabit. It
also helped create the Assateague Island
National Seashore, where wild ponies

and more than 300 species of migratory
and resident birds live among the pine
forests, marshes and wide beaches. Henry's
Newbery Honor book has adventure, exotic
locations, a mare who could never be tamed,
and her loveable foal, Misty. Some things
have changed since the book was written,
but the hard choices about how we treat
sentient beings are even more

relevant today.

Thank You
4

The Franklin Land Trust would like to thank the following people and businesses
for their generous volunteer efforts and contributions this winter:

Ruah Donnelly | David Eve | Carole Fuller | Sandy Whittlesey
Mo’s Fudge Factor | Stump Sprouts | The Smithsonian

And a HUGE thank you to Carla LaGrassa,

a long-time friend of FLT, who has very generously
donated a photovoltaic solar array and the electricity
that is being generated from it, for our new building
at 5 Mechanic Street. Installation of this system was
completed by SunBug Solar during the last week of
April and the system came online in May.
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FRANKLIN LAND TRUST

Franklin Land Trust
5 Mechanic Street
P.O. Box 450
Shelburne Falls, MA
01370

Monthly E-News

Text PRESERVATION to 22828
or contact Linda Alvord to sign
up for our monthly e-news or
make changes to your contact

information: (413) 625-9151
lalvord@franklinlandtrust.org

n Find us on Facebook

FranklinLandTrust.org
(413) 625-9151
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UPCOMING EVENTS

JULY 19

Wild & Scenic Geology: A Bus to Boat Tour
Led by Professor Richard Little

9am - 3:30pm, Franklin Land Trust Office. $20 per person.

Renowned Geologist Richard Little leads a Wild & Scenic
Bus to Boat Tour along the Deerfield and Connecticut Rivers.
Participants will meet at 9 a.m. for a one-hour informative
slide presentation at the FLT office on 5 Mechanic Street in
Shelburne Falls. Over the morning hours, participants will

be transported back in time via a bus and short hikes to local
sites, exploring what they learned in the presentation.

Bring a picnic lunch to enjoy at Barton’s Cove before
embarking on a riverboat tour of the Connecticut River.
The cruise will be filled with tales of drifting continents,
earthquakes, dinosaurs and Lake Hitchcock-all part of the
creation of our idyllic valley.

Professor Emeritus at Greenfield Community College, Little

has published three editions of Dinosaurs, Dunes and Drifting
Continents: The Geology of the Connecticut Valley and created
videos about the rise and fall of glacial Lake Hitchcock and the
500-million-year history of the Connecticut Valley. Professor
Little continues his passion for educating about geology through
field trips to internationally significant geologic areas like the
Canadian Rockies and Iceland.

RSVP BY JULY 11
to Linda at (413) 625-9151 or lalvord@verizon.net

AUGUST 23
Deerfield Dirt Road Randonnée (D2R2)

Ride for the Land and celebrate the 10th Anniversary
of this premier cycling event!

10

FRANKLIN LAND TRUST

Ry &4

Starts at 5 a.m, continuing throughout the day

The Deerfield Dirt-Road Randonnee (D2R2) was
conceived in the 1990's as just a favorite dirt-road loop
in the hilltowns of Franklin County, Massachusetts. Since
its birth as an organized event, many have hailed D2R2
as the hardest, most beautiful, most fun, most traffic-
free, unique, and overall best ride they have ever done.
Join more than 1,200 riders who hail from all over the
world for this event and find out why riders love it.

Your choice of rides: 180K, 160K, 115K, 100K or 40 miile. Join the fun! Enjoy the views,
the camaraderie, three catered meals by The Smithsonian, music and a pint of beer by
Berkshire Brewing Company!

REGISTER ONLINE at www.BikeReg.com/d2r2
MORE INFORMATION at www.FranklinLandTrust.org/d2r2
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