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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Preserving a multi-generational legacy poses
numerous challenges for landowners, ranging from
succession planning to economic pressures. Each fam-
ily’s situation is unique, and within this newsletter we
explore the differing approaches that two such fami-
lies took to conserving their land.

In “"Home Is Where the Heart Is” (p. 3), we cover
Thelma Nye Pilgrim’s generous gift of 86 acres to
Franklin Land Trust, which was motivated by her
profound attachment to the land and deep love for its
wildlife. Thelma’s generous donation ensures that this property will remain
unspoiled by development, forever accessible to the community. Thelma’s story
isn’t the only example of conservation in her family.

In 2008, Thelma’s aunt, Evelyn Guyette, bestowed her 107-acre Plainfield
farm to FLT in honor of her late husband Harry Guyette, as well as his brother,
Merrill, and father, Arthur. Evelyn’s gift marked the end of her family’s 78-year
ownership of the property while guaranteeing its continued responsible stew-
ardship.

Hartsbrook Farm, the
West family home since
1810, embodies a multi-
generational
to farming. Here, dairy pro-
duction and crop cultivation
have sustained successive
generations, while modern
technologies, like a robotic
milker, coexist harmoniously
with time-honored tradi-
tions. Through Agricultural
Preservation  Restrictions
facilitated by the Franklin
Land Trust, the Wests have
secured their legacy and
ensured the perpetual viability of their farm as agricultural land.

The conservation of our natural heritage is profoundly personal. Land tran-
scends mere commodity status; its value extends beyond acreage, soil reports,
and other quantifiable attributes. For Thelma and the Wests, safeguarding their
land means preserving an indispensable link to the past.

At the Franklin Land Trust, we hold the belief that every conservation
endeavor is distinctive. We are committed to tailoring solutions to the specific
goals of each landowner, collaborating to develop strategies that honor their
unique circumstances. This personalized approach ensures that the conserva-
tion process takes into account land use history and the profound emotional
bond that families have with their properties.

With warm regards,

commitment

Mary Lynn Sabourin


http://FranklinLandTrust.org

“You can take the girl out of the country, but you can’t
take the country out of the girl” says Thelma Nye Pilgrim
as we walk across the open field behind her homestead in
Plainfield.

Thelma has lived in Springfield Massachusetts, Hart-
ford and Wallingford in Connecticut, and even Florida
over the years. But there was a part of her that always
belonged here, where she grew up.

Thelma has been giving me a tour of her scenic prop-
erty. And I can see why she loves this place so much. The
fields and forest here have a pleasant languidness to them.
The only sound is the singing of birds, the buzz of insects,
and a gentle wind rustling the leaves on the trees.

Thelma recently gifted the Franklin Land Trust 86
acres. Her connection to this land runs deep. Thelma’s
family history traces back to Benjamin Nye, who arrived
in the Massachusetts Bay Colony from England in 1635 on
the ship Abigail. She grew up here, where her parents cul-
tivated potatoes and harvested wood for heating.

“T'd say it was just about 1900 when my father [Clayton
Nye] moved in to this place” says Thelma “When we redid
the house I found in the old plaster a heart, and it said
C.M. Nye 10 10 07, and I figured it was October 10th 1907.
And he would have been about 16 or 17.”

Thelma says the family cobbled together various
sources of revenue, and always had multiple plates spin-
ning.

“We had a small family farm and a little raw milk
route around town. Eighteen to twenty quarts a day. I'd
help daddy out. The Dyers up in the center took about four
quarts a day. Let me tell you, a lot of people then didn’t
have money. You did what you could.”

In 1987, Thelma and her late husband, James, purchased
the farm from her parents, nurturing it over the years.

The property is a quintessential New England style
homestead. It boasts diverse landscapes, including forests,
fields, and a meandering stream. Old woods roads and

landings along Bluff Street are remnants of her father’s
tree harvesting in the late 1970s. The unnamed tributary
that runs through the property flows into Mill Brook, a
designated cold-water fisheries resource. This stream is
flanked by wetlands that burst to life with spring ephemer-
als and other herbaceous species. Beavers have also made
their presence felt in the southern portion of the stream.

The property’s ecological significance extends to its role
in the broader conservation landscape. The propertyisina
region of significant conserved lands including Audubon’s
West Mountain Wildlife Sanctuary to the northwest and
several APRs to the east and north.

As a girl, Thelma loved the wildlife here. There is a large
beaver pond on the property, and Thelma used to feed the
beavers slices of apple. She never hand fed them, she knew
better than that, but they would come right up out of the
water to eat the apples off the grass.

“Once I went up to see dad milking the cows, and he
said ‘I want to show you something but I don’t want you
to get scared or anything because there’s no need to be.
So he pointed to this tiny thing up on the rafters hanging
there. And it was a little bat!”

Thelma pauses for a moment, thinking. “I think I saw
one the other night, it was too late for it to be a bird. But
you know, there’s not as much wildlife here as there used
to be. So I want to save whatever I can, and give them at
least a little opportunity to continue.”

Look to our website for the official opening of this new
Conservation Area in the spring of 2024, when the prop-
erty will be made accessible to the public for passive recre-
ational activities, such as hiking and birdwatching.

By donating this land, which has been a part of her life
since childhood, Thelma is sharing something truly spe-
cial with the community, the chance to experience the
beauty and tranquility that she has found here.
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Somebody
Has to Be Here

BY SEBASTIAN LAMONTAGNE

In 2022, millions of Americans were introduced to the
minutiae of land conservation through an unexpected
source, the television series Yellowstone on the Paramount
Network.

The show revolves around the fictional Dutton family,
who own the vast Yellowstone Dutton Ranch in Mon-
tana, led by Kevin Costner’s portrayal of John Dutton III,
the fifth-generation patriarch. Dutton’s commitment to
protecting his family’s land from developers leads him
to place the ranch under the safeguard of a conservation
easement through a land trust.

A conservation easement (or Conserva-

One September afternoon, while seated in the living
room of Arthur West, a seventh-generation farmer and
a patriarch in his own right, it became clear that I had
found the answer to my question.

“If we didn't have what you folks are doing, if we didn’t
have the APR program, hell, 90% of this land would be
gone” says Arthur West, gesturing out the window of his
living room in the direction of Hadley’s rolling fields, and
the picturesque Mount Holyoke Range that looms over
them.

The West family began conserving their land in 2006,
as the family set out to ensure that the farm would never
be developed and would always be preserved for agricul-
tural use.

The West’s first Agricultural Preservation Restriction
(APR) was recorded in July 2006 and marked the incep-

tion of their ambitious endeavor, protecting
116 acres. In 2019, an additional 108 acres

tion Restriction, as we call them here in Mas- How do you were conserved under a second APR.
sachusetts) is a legal agreement that restricts preserve your The culmination of their conservation
certain uses of the land to protect its natural, heritage and efforts came .in June 2023 wheg the family
scenic, or historic qualities. Essentially, it’s way of life when recorded their th1rd' APR securing, 68 acres.
a voluntary agreement where the landowner the pressure to ‘ These conservation r@lestones were real-
agrees to limit development and other sell s so high? ized through collaborative efforts \.Vlth the

: Massachusetts Department of Agricultural

changes to the property that might endanger
the land’s values, such as air and water qual-
ity, biodiversity of flora and fauna, sensitive
ecosystems, and scenic landscape views and watershed
areas. The easement’s terms can vary widely but typi-
cally remain in perpetuity, binding future landowners to
the same restrictions. In return, landowners may receive
compensation through tax deductions.

Yellowstone’s conservation storyline was a surprisingly
accurate portrayal of a pressing issue faced by multi-gen-
erational farmers and land-owning families.

How do you preserve your heritage and way of life
when the pressure to sell is so high?
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Resources (MDAR), the Town of Hadley, an
interest held by USDA NRCS, and were facili-
tated with the assistance of the Franklin Land Trust.

Conservation stories like this are crucial in defending
our agricultural resources against the encroachment of
urban sprawl. What makes Hartsbrook Farm even more
remarkable is its rich agricultural heritage.

The farm has been in the West family since 1810. Orig-
inally, it was a diversified operation with dairy, tobacco
fields, orchards, and various crops.

Arthur West can recall a time when horses were used
on the family farm during his childhood.



“I think the workhorses left here in maybe 1946, 1947”
says Arthur “we had two of them when I was seven or
eight.”

Spanning over 300 acres, Hartsbrook Farm is situated
west of South Maple Street and north of Bay Road, with
Hampshire College as its eastern neighbor. Before the
recent 68-acre APR, 224 acres of the farm were already
protected under APR, and 86% of its soils are classified
as nationally significant or state-important agricultural
soils.

Hartsbrook Farm is now led primarily by brothers
Brian and Keith West, preceded by parents Arthur and
the late Joyce West, with the support of Arthur’s cousins
William, Robert, and Phillip. This extended clan of Wests
still help out around the farm and provide counsel to the
new generation.

“We always told the kids, the farm can’t be sold. So
you have to take it over. And we meant that, you know,
you can’t do nothing else,” says Arthur.

Brian and Keith West represent the eighth generation
of his family to farm this land.

Today, the farm raises registered Holsteins and pri-
marily focuses on dairy production and the cultivation of
crops necessary to sustain their milk-producing cows.

Brian West returned to the farm after seven years
working as an accountant for a company in Amherst,
drawn back by the land that multiple generations of his

family had put so much love and labor into. And in part-
nership with his brother Keith, he brought some innova-
tions with him.

“Three years ago, we put in a robotic milker” says
Arthur.

Despite initial skepticism about the technology, Arthur
admits it has freed up his sons time to do other work on
the farm rather than being tied to a milking schedule.

But technology isn’t the only thing changing. Recent
extreme weather events have caused challenges for the
farm, negatively impacting the West’s feed crops.

“Mother Nature’s after us” says Arthur grimly. “This
flood came through. And it has affected us. We’re losing
half our corn crop for sileage.”

Arthur never sugarcoated the sometimes brutal reali-
ties of farming, his years spent waking up at 4 in the
morning to milk the cows in the dark and cold while
never making more than $1,000 a month in take home
pay. Or the fact that, until the recent flood relief provided

to farmers in Hadley, it seemed
as if the local and state govern-
ment had largely ignored the
needs of farmers.

And yet, Arthur’s commit-
ment, and that of his family,
was unflagging.

At one point I asked Arthur
why the Wests kept farm-
ing, when it was so difficult,
and provided so few financial
rewards.

After a moment’s silence,
Arthur leaned forward in his
armchair and spoke slowly and
with emphasis.

“Somebody has to be here,”
he explained “I have to be
here.”

Growing up in Arthur’s
world meant understanding
your identity and purpose from
ayoung age. It meant knowing

that your labor was integral if society were to continue
functioning. To abandon one’s place in this intricate web
of responsibilities was not only a betrayal of self but a
dereliction of duty.

The land that Arthur’s family has cultivated for eight
generations is a legacy, a heritage, and, like Arthur him-
self, it possesses a distinct purpose. To abandon this land
would be to sever a vital connection to the past.
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From The President

Franklin County is the best kept secret in our region. With our forests, farms, fields and wil-
derness, the area is unique. Folks who live here do not take this for granted. They know they
do not need to travel far to see what can happen without protecting special places. For over

36 years the Franklin Land Trust (FLT) has been helping families and communities conserve
these landscapes for current and future generations. Families that have lived here for genera-
tions know that without land conservation, there is no guarantee that their heirs will be able
to continue current land uses. FLT is proud to assist landowners and communities as they
protect their legacy.

Barbara Miller

Welcome Our New Staff Members

Alex Wahlstrom

Alex Wahlstrom is one of the newest
additions to the FLT team, joining us as
a Land Steward in May, he is responsi-
ble for coordinating volunteer opportu-
nities, monitoring conserved lands, and
maintaining trails. Recently married,
Alex currently lives in Vernon VT with
his wife Amber and dog Oliver. He loves
spending time with his family, hiking in the woods, and
has a passion for birds of all kinds. Growing up on a farm
in Northfield MA, Alex is no stranger to the landscape that
FLT works to protect and the community that relies on it.
For the past several years, he has been working at Upinngil
farm in Gill MA, tending to crops and livestock, while
attending Greenfield Community College and UMass
Ambherst for his degrees in Environmental Conservation
and Environmental Science. Using this experience, Alex is
eager tojoin the Franklin Land Trust,and to continue learn-
ing from the community of people who share a love for this
wonderful land.
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Liam Cregan

Liam Cregan has joined the Franklin
Land Trust as our new Land Conserva-
tion Specialist. Liam grew up in eastern
Massachusetts and witnessed the con-
version of forests into farmland for Bos-
ton-and-back commuter homes on the
frontier of suburbia. When he moved
west to attend the University of Mas-
sachusetts, he observed similar patterns, first along the
Route 9 corridor and then in other microregions through-
out the area. When Liam made the connection between
the community-minded organizations such as FLT, which
have been integral in conserving the distinct landscape of
Western Massachusetts, it became one of his dreams to be
on the frontlines of land conservation. Liam completed an
M.S. in Sustainability Science at UMass (where he worked
with FLT to inventory farmland in their region), then
worked with Kestrel Land Trust as a Land Stewardship
Coordinator, before most recently working with Appala-
chian Mountain Club as New England National Scenic Trail
Planner.



Candid
Camera

Volunteers Explore
Wildlife Photography

BY ALEX WAHLSTROM

In Plainfield, on the edge of a bab-
bling Meadow Brook, a great blue
heron steps into focus. No more than
two feet away from the camera lens,
the heron cautiously continues to work
the edge of the water. A few days later,
in the woods of Heath, a Coyote darts
through a clearing, but not before
a few photos capture it mid sprint.

These pictures take people deep into

the woods, alongside some of the most

beautiful and wild animals around, much closer than most
would be comfortable with if in person.

Luckily for both the photographer and the wildlife,
none of these were close encounters. The photographers of
these photos were volunteers for the Franklin Land Trust,
who had set up game cameras days in advance. At a work-
shop set up by the Franklin Land Trust, the volunteers
learned tips about avoiding direct sunlight in their shots,
what features in the landscape are prone to having more
activity, and what to bring with them when they return to
check on the camera. They then set out to capture the nat-
ural community that hides within the land we conserve.

Game Cameras have a huge variety of use and are
growing in popularity, while they remain a helpful tool for
hunters, they are also deployed by land owners, research-
ers and photographers worldwide. With this spectacular
tool, and the help of volunteers, FLT is able to gain insight
into the wildlife that relies on the land we have worked
to protect, and see firsthand how land management deci-
sions affect our natural communities. They allow us to see
a mother doe carefully lead her fawn across a brook with
a buck following them close behind, a coyote on the hunt,
and a heron wading through a woodland brook on a foggy
morning. With each photo comes a renewed drive to do
more with the land, to see more that dwell upon it, and to
connect and interact with it in new ways

Filling in the blanks

The Franklin Land Trust has accepted a con-
servation restriction (CR) from the Mass Audu-
bon Society for a 5-acre parcel of land previ-
ously owned by the Leppzer family. This land,
now part of the Whetstone Woods Trust Fund,
is adjacent to the Whetstone Woods Wildlife
Sanctuary, strengthening the network of con-
served lands in the area. The Leppzer CR has
transitioned from a house lot to its natural
state, thanks to Mass Audubon’s efforts, with
FLT monitoring it for wildlife preservation. This
small addition is significant when seen in the
context of the broader region, where Mason and
Ina Phelps conserved over 2,000 acres as the
Whetstone Woods Wildlife Sanctuary. These
lands connect with a vast wilderness, protecting
the Whetstone Brook watershed and serving as
a buffer for the Quabbin Reservoir. The partner-
ship between the Phelps family and MAS played
a crucial role, and FLT’s involvement ensures
the continued protection and connection of
these conserved lands in the region.
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The Woods in our Lives

BY EMILY BOSS

Trees are an integral part of our
lives in western Massachusetts. From
the maple tapping of late winter, to
long walks down tree shaded paths
in summer to beat the heat, to the
spectacular colors on our birches and
maples in the autumn, or the warmth
of a fire as we gather around the wooden dining room table
with family and friends. Massachusetts has more than 3
million acres of forested land. It provides a host of benefits
such as carbon sequestration, clean air and water, habitat
for wildlife and products we use every day.

Our forests take many forms - young and old, with dif-
ferent plant and animal species making up distinct eco-
logical communities.

Shrubland and young forests with poplar and birch
provide important nesting and forage for veeries, eastern
towhees and ruffed grouse, while sequestering tremendous
amounts of carbon. Old and complex forests with mixes of
large trees and small gaps when ancient giants fall down,
provide homes for bats and owls, bears and foxes. Great
trees also sequester and store carbon in living and dead
stems and their litter, as well as beneath the ground in soil.
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Conservation of forest land
helps make sure that there will
be trees providing a myriad of
benefits in these landscapes
for the foreseeable future.

The Massachusetts
Woodlands Institute (MWTI)
is a nonprofit subsidiary of
Franklin Land Trust (FLT)
housed in the FLT offices
in Shelburne Falls, MA.
We help provide resources
and technical assistance
for community members
involved in stewardship of
the forested landscape.

masswoodlandsinstitute.org

All these landscapes are under
pressure from climate change, with
warming temperatures and unpre-
dictable amounts of rain and snow
each year. Protecting the wide diversity of forested land-
scapes is critical to animals’ and human communities’
resilience in the face of these global changes.

As we look forward to an uncertain future, there are
different ways to approach caring for these lands.

Wildlands and Woodlands Approaches to Land

Some lands are stewarded with a “hands-oft” approach,
allowing natural processes to take the lead, with minimal
direct human intervention. These forever-wild places
support global efforts to mitigate the impact of climate
change by letting trees grow big and old, sequestering
great amounts of carbon. Land managed this way may be
known as a “Wildland” or “Forest Reserve.” Recreation
that has minimal impact on the land is often allowed in
these areas, providing quiet retreats from a busy world.


http://masswoodlandsinstitute.org

Some lands are managed actively. Known as “Work-
ing Woodlands,” these lands might have flowering trees
planted for pollinators, meadows and young forest areas
cut periodically to create brushy habitat or cutting groups
of trees to make gaps in mature forests that help bird pop-
ulations grow. These lands are tapped for maple, and trees
managed according to sound forestry guidelines and long
term silviculture to produce abundant timber. Strategies
are implemented forreducing damage made by introduced
insects and diseases such as the Hemlock woolly adelgid
or Emerald ash borer.

Keeping Forests as Forest

All forests are affected by the human activities: from
the loss of beavers reducing the creation of wetlands and
meadows, to roads which fragment forest habitats, to cli-
mate change contributing to droughts, floods, increasing
temperatures and magnifying the impact of pests, patho-
gens and introduced invasive species.

And once forest land is lost through development, all
the habitat and diverse values of the woodlands are gone.
Conservation of forest land helps make sure that there will
be trees in these landscapes providing a myriad of benefits
for the foreseeable future.

Wildlands and
Woodlands Vision for
New England

The Wildlands and Woodlands (W&W)
vision, first articulated in the 2010 report by
Harvard Forest and partner organizations,
responded to the region-wide downturn in for-
est cover with a call for the retention and per-
manent protection of at least 70 percent of the
landscape in forestland and another 7 percent in
farmland by 2060. Most of the forests would be
managed as woodlands for wood products and
other benefits, while some ten percent would
be designated as wildland reserves. A landscape
mosaic of forests, farms, and waterways inter-
woven with communities would support and
enrich the lives of New Englanders and provide
the capacity for people and nature to adapt to
future environmental change.

harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/other-tags/
wildlands-woodlands

Learn more about the
importance of Wildlands
and Working Woodlands

Wildlands and Woodlands

Wildlands, Woodlands, Farmlands & Communities
is a vision for New England that offers clear
pathways for us to work together to conserve the
land that provides a healthy, more livable planet
for all. Clean air, safe drinking water, a healthy
local food supply, diverse wildlife, and the natural
systems that protect us from natural disasters are
at risk. Learn about the current balance between
these types of land and targets and future goals for
our region we can work together to achieve.

» wildlandsandwoodlands.org

Woodlands Habitat Management

People have different reasons for caring about

the well-being of wildlife. Whether you are a
hunter, hiker, bird watcher, animal lover, educator
or scientist, caring about wildlife is something
that should matter to everyone. In addition to

the spiritual and intrinsic value of wildlife, they
are also indicators of the overall health of our
environment.

» masswoodlands.org/projects/woodland-habitat-
management

Forest Stewardship Program

The Massachusetts Woodlands Institute

(MWT) and The Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) are working
in partnership to offer professional expertise and
financial assistance to help you manage your woods
through DCR’s Forest Stewardship Program. Part
of the Massachusetts Working Forest Initiative
(WFTI), the Forest Stewardship Program supports
private landowners to manage woodlands for
timber, soil and water quality, wildlife and fish
habitat, and recreation.

» masswoodlands.org/programs/forest-
stewardship
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Once again, D2R2 has come and gone!

What a fabulous year it was. This year’s D2R2 ride was
supported by 140 volunteers and saw 1,300 cyclists from
25 states and 5 countries turn out for a day marked by
temperate weather and soaring spirits. One first-time rider
couldn’t have been more impressed, remarking, “Everyone
was super friendly, and the organization was superb. I'll be
making the event a tradition. Good cause and great fun.”

We can’t thank our volunteers enough for helping make this
event possible! D2Rz2 literally would not happen without the
dedication of all the folks who take the time out of their busy
schedules to help us.

D2R2 is our largest fundraiser of the year and anchors
Franklin Land Trust’s mission to conserve land in western
Massachusetts. One of the best parts about this event is
that the riders experience, firsthand, the special places and
beautiful landscapes we have worked so hard to conserve
over the years.

We hope you share our excitement in showing off this
special region and the community which inhabits it.

Save the date for next
year’s ride!

August 17
2024

franklinlandtrust.org/d2r2
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Upcoming Events franklinlandtrust.org/events

Clessons River Farm Tour
SAT, OCT 21 | 10:30 am | Buckland

Join Director of Stewardship Will Sloan Anderson and hosts Melissa and
Adam Griffin and Paul and Judy Willis as they give a tour of the improvements
made at Clessons River Farm in Buckland. Highlight will be the recently
installed robotic milking machine, made by Lely of the Netherlands. Melissa
reports that their 53 milking cows are happier, healthier and 20% more pro-
ductive. Come and understand why this is and see the future now, on this 330
acre family farm. Space is limited and pre-registration required.

franklinlandtrust.org/clessons-river-farm-tour-2023-10-21

From Woods to Home:

Two Local Homes Tour
SAT, OCT 28 | 10am-Noon | Windsor, Worthington

Our beautiful woodlands provide a home to a wide variety of wildlife. They
can also help people make a house and a home. Come visit two locally grown
homes in Windsor and Worthington, MA, with a tour of their unique features
by timber frame builder David Bowman. These two houses are examples of
how to put local wood into a house, using white pine, hemlock, birch, cherry
and other native timbers. Each building offers different pathways and mod-
els. Learn about options of local wood to use and how to incorporate it into a
home plan with a variety of priorities in mind

masswoodlands.org/events/woods-to-home-two-local-homes-tour

Forestry Discussion
SUN, DEC 10 | 1-3 pm | Leverett

Join FLT’s Director of Stewardship Will Sloan Anderson, property owner Liz
Scheffey, and her family’s forester Mike Mauri on a tour of the Scheffey’s 190+
acre, conserved and managed woodlot in Leverett. Discussions of past and
future forestry activities will be discussed. FLT has held a restriction on this
property since 2007. Wear appropriate clothing and pre-register for instruc-
tions on where to meet.

franklinlandtrust.org/forestry-discussion-2023-12-10
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Your support matters.
Thank YOU for making
a difference!

Read More Online

Q FranklinLandTrust.org

El O @ fitrust
¥ @flandtrust

Giving Tuesday
is November 28!

With your support, conserved land can provide locally sourced food,
clean water and fresh air. It can be a healthy home for wildlife, and a
place of wonder and exploration for you. You can make a difference for
the land, for your family and for your future.

#Giving Tuesday is a global giving movement that helps our
communities locally. #GivingTuesday transcends borders and ideologies,
to bring the entire world together in the spirit of generosity and giving.

On #GivingTuesday and all year round, your support for the
conservation work of the Franklin Land Trust provides a tangible and
critical benefit to the local landscape, for your family and for your
community.

franklinlandtrust.org/givingtuesday

Or send your contribution to:
Franklin Land Trust, P.O, Box 450, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370
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