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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Franklin Land Trust’s mission is not only about 
conserving the natural beauty and resources of our 
region, but also about fostering a strong and vibrant 
community that cares for the land and for each other. 

We believe that conservation is not only about 
protecting land, but also about supporting people, 
whether that means providing those that aren’t land-
owners with open spaces and the room to roam, or 
helping struggling farmers craft conservation plans 
that address their financial goals, family needs, and 
vision for the future. 

We make ourselves available to the community by offering education and 
guidance to landowners on how to both manage their land, and how to utilize 
state and federal resources.

This newsletter is filled with exciting news and stories about our conserva-
tion work, events, and programs. You can find the full list of our upcoming 
activities on pages 9-11. They include guided hikes to learn about the natural 

features of our region, a tour 
of a local farm that prac-
tices sustainable agricul-
ture, a workshop on how to 
grow mushrooms, and many 
more.

You will also get to know 
some of the landowners who 
have chosen to conserve 
their land with us this win-
ter. Susan and Larry Flac-
cus, and Catherine Smith, 
tell us why they decided to 
protect their land and what 
they hope for its future.

Their stories show how 
our work reflects the values 
and traditions of our rural 

culture and highlights our rich and diverse farming heritage that we are proud 
to preserve and celebrate.

The Franklin Land Trust aims to keep our community strong and connected 
through our shared passion for land conservation. Together, we will work to 
safeguard our natural heritage. Together, we can truly make a difference!

 
With warm regards,

Mary Lynn Sabourin

FRANKLIN LAND TRUST
5 Mechanic Street
PO Box 450
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370
(413) 625-9151
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You Can Never 
Make More Land
BY SEBASTIAN LAMONTAGNE

Kenburn Orchards Farm is a 151-acre property in Shel-
burne, Massachusetts, that has been in the same family for 
nearly 100 years. Thanks to Susan and Larry Flaccus, the 
current owners of the farm, it has now been conserved. 
Susan and Larry generously sold a conservation restriction 
on their land for a price lower than the appraised value.

The conservation of this property was made possible 
by a grant from an anonymous foundation, a grant which 
also helped support FLT's recent acquisition of the former 
Edge Hill Golf Course, now known as the Edge Hill Con-
servation Area.

“My father, loved this land more than life itself really. 
I'm the only child and so I was to inherit the land, and the 
only thing he asked of me was that I not let it be devel-
oped” says Susan, “It was so important to my father and 
to Larry, who is the chair of the Open Space Committee in 
Shelburne. And really important to me because my soul is 
here.”

Kenburn Orchards is a historic and scenic treasure in 
the region. The farm was purchased by Susan’s grandfa-
ther in 1924 as a dairy farm, and later became an orchard. 

“That was the time that the older varieties of apples 
were in vogue” explains Susan “the Macintosh and Deli-
cious. My grandfather was considered quite avant-garde 
when he planted Golden Delicious and a few Cortlands.” 

Today, the farm produces blueberries and Christmas 
trees, and hosts a popular u-pick operation. The farm also 
boasts 14 acres of prime farmland soils and 100 acres of 
prime forest soils, with Allen Brook, a cold-water fishery, 
running through the property. There is also a stunning 

view of the rolling hills and fields along the Mohawk Trail 
Scenic Byway. The importance of this property to the 
community of Shelburne was a motivating factor in the 
decision to conserve it. 

“If you're coming up into Shelburne, this is really the 
first open piece of land on the Mohawk trail up here” says 
Larry “And so we felt also that it's important to the char-
acter of Shelburne to conserve this land.”

The Flaccus family has always cared deeply about the 
land and its conservation. In a remarkable act of gener-
osity and gratitude, the Flaccus’s have created an endow-
ment fund for the Franklin Land Trust at the Community 
Foundation of Western Massachusetts to support due dili-
gence on conservation projects.

“We realized that there's really a lot of additional 
expenses involved in conservation, it's a lot more than just 
giving the land, there are legal expenses, appraisals and 
surveys and really, many thousands of dollars’ worth of 
expenses to conserve a piece of property. So, we thought 
if we could make a fund that would help other landowners 
do that it would be a benefit to conserving land in Frank-
lin County” says Larry, adding “Conservation is so impor-
tant because you can always make more money, and you 
can always build more, but you can never make more land. 
When it’s gone, it’s gone.”

The conservation of the Kenburn Orchards Farm was 
completed in March of this year. Franklin Land Trust is so 
grateful to Susan and Larry Flaccus for conserving their 
homestead and contributing, through their fund, to the 
future conservation of land in Franklin County.

If you would like to consider an endowment 
contribution to the “Franklin Land Trust Fund for 
Land Conservation” at the Community Foundation, 
please contact Mary Lynn Sabourin, Executive Director at 
413-625-9151 or mlsabourin@franklinlandtrust.org.

PHOTO: ALAIN PETEROY

mailto:mlsabourin@franklinlandtrust.org


The Franklin Land Trust (FLT) is pleased to announce that Cath-
erine “Kiki” Smith, wife of the late Charlie Cohn, FLT’s former board 
President and Treasurer, has generously donated a conservation restric-
tion (CR) on approximately 47 acres of land on the east side of Reynolds 
and Patten Roads in Shelburne. The land, which was part of the “old 
Dean Farm” purchased by Charlie and Kiki in 2016, contains a well-
maintained sugar bush, old pasture, and wetlands edge habitat.

“The Dean seniors had passed away” explains Kiki “leaving the 
children to sell. We had bought at Charlie's instigation, that 
beautiful little schoolhouse across the street, which has 
the most extraordinary view of the valley you can imagine. 
And it looks right over the Deans. So, to be frank, Charlie 
was concerned that if this property were bought up, which 
it could easily be, the area would lose its unique charac-
ter, which was really created by rural farming families. We 
stepped in and conferred with the Dean family who very gra-
ciously worked it out with us that we could buy this property 
in order to get it conserved through the land trust.”

This donation is the second phase of a two-part conserva-
tion project that began in 2018, when FLT closed a CR on the 
west side of the property. The west side CR protects prime 
and state important farm soils and scenic views along Reyn-
olds Road. The east side CR will protect a large sugar bush 
managed by Norm Davenport, a local maple syrup producer, 
and the edge of a highly valuable wetland area connected to 
Dragon Brook pond. This wetland is home to endangered 
species listed by the Natural Heritage and Endangered Spe-
cies Program (NHESP). Conservation of this parcel will 
ensure the continued wildlife habitat is protected from frag-
mentation and degradation from development.

“The property ended up being divided into two pieces of 
land and each has now been preserved and protected. In the 
building envelope or area surrounding the original family 
house, there can only be one house. Either the current one 
gussied up or a new one.  The second piece was partially an 

orchard and more significantly, a maple sugaring area that was of inter-
est to at least one significant local farmer who likes to harvest that” 
explains Kiki “Because it got divided, I decided that to make the second 
piece of interest to anybody up there, we needed to define a house lot. 
So, there will be one more house up there in the area, but just one. The 
Dean's property has been bought by the daughter of a local family. And 
I'm thinking likely the upper piece on Reynolds Road will also be bought 
by a local family in order to allow their own children to continue to live 
in the area. And I'm sure that Charlie's aim was to keep it in the commu-
nity and belonging to the community which he so loved and respected.”

Kiki, who splits her time between Northampton and New York, said 
she decided to donate the CR to honor her husband’s legacy and love for 
the land. “It's really my late husband Charlie’s vision and a tribute to his 
absolute devotion to that community and to supporting it in the best 
way he and I could.”

Charlie's 
Living 
Legacy 
BY SEBASTIAN LAMONTAGNE 

"It's really my 
late husband 
Charlie’s vision 
and a tribute 
to his absolute 
devotion to that 
community and 
to supporting it."
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Edge Hill Golf Course has become Edge Hill Conser-
vation Area.

What does that mean? What does that look like?
When you drive up Baptist Corner Road in Ashfield 

and look up Barnes Road you are struck by the green 
sward rising above Gray’s hayfields and pastures and 
magnificent barn, crowned by its cupola. Beyond is Edge 
Hill’s club house. A three-story, gambrel roofed, former 
dairy barn. The barn sits perched above the meandering 
streams that coalesce into the headwaters of the Bear 
River. This important cold water resource tributary of 
the Deerfield River is home to rare wetland species  and 
native Brook Trout alike.

You don’t have to be a landscape historian to realize 
that the golf course, built by Mark Graves, sits upon the 
open fields and pastures of his family’s dairy farm. The 
clues are there; barn, stone walls, barbed wire and large 
legacy Oaks and Maples that once used their spreading 
limbs to shade cows on a warm summer’s day.

Surrounding this large area of open space is maturing 
forest. Hundreds of acres of northern and transitional 
hardwoods with White Pine and Hemlock. Much of this 
woodland has been conserved by FLT.

As of now FLT is pulling together advice from resource 
professionals. Slowly a vision is coming into focus. When 
you look at an aerial photograph the footprint of the golf 
course is clear. Fairways of grass come up against the 
hard edge of forests. One part of the management vision 
for the property is to soften these edges by creating 

openings between the 
fairways to create young 
forest and shrubland 
habitats and reconnect 
ribbons of existing fairways into larger open blocks. This 
would create large dynamic areas with forbs, grasses and 
shrubs interspersed with young sprouts, and coverts of 
maturing mast producing trees such as Oak, Hophorn-
beam and Cherry, with large legacy trees standing sentry. 
Over time a mosaic of cover types, created by occasional 
mowing and clearing will create upland, seral habitats 
that are lacking in the landscape. The lower section of the 
old golf course, that is crossed by streams and has wet 
soils, will undergo some engineering to allow flows to 
meander unhindered. Willows and other wetland species 
will be encouraged to colonize these important riparian 
zones.

Mark’s vision and how he created Edge Hill Golf 
Course is one of the reasons why its transition to a 
conservation area is possible. He took advantage of the 
landform and past land use to create a course that was 
not molded into an artificial oasis. This isn’t Augusta or 
Pebble Beach. There aren’t even any bunkers or fairways 
of some foreign fescue or grass from Bermuda. No foun-
tains, no Asiatic trees or flowering shrubs. That doesn’t 
mean we don’t have invasives to deal with. All the culprits 
are here; Multiflora rose, Barberry, Bittersweet, and they 
will need to be addressed, but the structure to create 
dynamic riparian and upland habitats is there for all crit-
ters to enjoy. 

We look forward to sharing information as plans are 
developed that will be the framework for wildlife habitat 
and wetlands restoration, as well as incorporating public 
access attributes throughout the property. 

In the meantime, FLT welcomes community members 
to visit and witness the spring arrivals and awakenings.  

Edge Hill 
Conservation Area
BY WILLIAM SLOAN ANDERSON

This important cold 
water resource tributary 
of the Deerfield River is 
home to rare wetland 
species and native Brook 
Trout alike.

PHOTO: DOUG MASON
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Caring for the  
Land Together
BY EMILY BOSS 

Partnerships are the cornerstone to our care for the land. 
MWI and FLT complement each other: FLT’s mission to 
work with private landowners to conserve land and steward 
properties for wildlife, agriculture and recreation, paired 
with MWI’s mission to teach techniques of wise steward-
ship, promote long-term forest management and support 
local woodland products, allows each organization to lever-
age each other’s strengths to achieve more. Working in con-
cert with other like-minded individuals and organizations 
amplifies our work and creates new avenues for conservation 
and habitat restoration. 

This year, come visit with us at events planned as part of 
two land stewardship initiatives: Forests for Fish enhanc-
ing native fisheries and providing climate resilience for 
riparian waterways and Dynamic Forest Restoration, 
supporting a robust and diverse forested landscape. Learn more about 
each initiative and come out to see these ideas in action at our events this 
spring and summer. 

Forests for Fish
The Massachusetts Woodlands Institute and Franklin Land Trust 

received a grant from the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture’s (EBTJV) 
Coldwater Stewardship Program to support Engaging Land Stewards in 
Fisheries Habitat Restoration in Western Massachusetts Headwaters. 

The EBTJV Coldwater Stewardship Program provides small grants to 
support organizations in efforts to educate or provide training on coldwa-
ter conservation concepts and approaches that benefit wild brook trout. It 
is made possible by a grant from the US Fish and Wildlife Service through 
the Canaan Valley Institute. This is a special one-time opportunity in addi-
tion EBTJV’s annual habitat project funding, which has provided more than 
$4M to over 100 on-the ground brook trout habitat projects since 2004.  

The project is a multi-step outreach program to engage western Mas-
sachusetts landowners in land management activities to enhance stream 
resources in the southern Deerfield River Watershed headwaters. These 
waters provide habitat for cold water fish such as native brook trout which 
are experiencing habitat loss at an alarming rate. Active involvement by 
forest land managers is critical to the survival of native fish populations.  

This project uses aquatic, forestry, and riparian science to provide 
guidance on restoration and adaptation techniques to buffer the effects of 
increased precipitation and air temperatures on cold water streams, their 
floodplains, and surrounding forest stands. 

An interpretive kiosk and demonstration walks will be hosted at Frank-
lin Land Trust’s Crowningshield Conservation Area (CCA) in Heath, MA. 

The Massachusetts Woodlands 
Institute (MWI) is a nonprofit 
subsidiary of Franklin Land Trust 
(FLT) housed in the FLT offices in 
Shelburne Falls, MA. We connect 
our parent organization, Franklin 
Land Trust, with people in the 
community who are responsible for 
the long-term management of the 
landscape: families, farms, rural 
businesses and recreational and 
wildlife groups.

masswoodlandsinstitute.org

http://masswoodlandsinstitute.org
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CCA contains approximately 1.5 miles of frontage along 
the West Branch of the North River. The West Branch and 
its tributaries are state-listed coldwater fishery resources, 
home to native brook trout. With the help of funding from 
the MA-RI Interstate Council of TU and a conservation 
restriction held by the Department of Fish and Game this 
property is conserved in perpetuity and open to the pub-
lic. This property’s topography, past land use and front-
age along a valuable wild Brook Trout fishery is typical of 
many properties within the headwaters of 
the Deerfield River. It will lend itself well 
for demonstrations of assessment and 
practices developed within the Forests for 
the Fish toolkit.

The Massachusetts Woodland Institute 
and Franklin Land Trust will work with 
the National Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
to conduct an outreach campaign for the 
Forests for the Fish toolkit by printing and 
distributing full color informational book-
lets that make up the toolkit, hosting work-
shops for land stewards and land management profession-
als to see practical implementation of the techniques, 
design and installation of interpretive materials on a dem-
onstration site held by Franklin Land Trust in the lower 
Deerfield River Watershed region, mailings to residents 
and land management professionals who manage headwa-
ter streams,  website materials to provide online access to 
the toolkit, along with potential partners, qualified land 
professionals to work with, information about potential 
funding sources and ongoing enrichment opportunities to 
learn about riparian area management.

Stay tuned to FLT and MWI event calendars for dem-
onstration workshops and informational events about how 
to increase the complexity and resilience of headwater 
streams near you. 

Dynamic Forest Restoration
People have different reasons for caring about the well-

being of wildlife. Whether you are a hunter, hiker, bird 
watcher, animal lover, educator or scientist, caring about 
wildlife is something that should matter to everyone. In 
addition to the spiritual and intrinsic value of wildlife, they 
are also indicators of the overall health of our environ-
ment. If wildlife populations are diverse and thriving, we 
can rest assured that the ecosystems that human systems 
depend on will continue to provide clean air, clean water, 
and other important natural resources vital to human 
health. In contrast, a decline in wildlife populations indi-
cates that our environment is in distress and serves as a 

call to action for land protection and management.
Through strong partnerships and science-based forest 

conservation, the Massachusetts Dynamic Forest Restora-
tion Initiative promotes healthy, diverse, resilient forest 
landscapes across western and central Massachusetts that 
can adapt to future conditions and provide a broad suite 
of ecosystem services – both today and for future genera-
tions – including climate solutions, wildlife habitat, recre-
ation, clean air & water, and a sustainable bioeconomy.

What makes MADFRI unique among res-
toration initiatives is our “big picture” view of 
Massachusetts forests as a patchwork quilt of 
small and large sites that can be managed in a 
holistic and complimentary way. The 20-acre 
family forest is as important to the quilt as the 
2,000-acre wildlife management area down the 
road. Coordinating the health of forested land-
scapes across public and private land is essential 
for the overall resilience of New England’s for-
ests. When we knit together this strong quilt of 
healthy forests, wildlife is better able to migrate 

to different areas, invasive plants and insects are better 
kept in check, and humans can have a healthier relation-
ship with the land.

MADFRI’s goal in forest habitat restoration is to iden-
tify, plan, and deliver sustainable forest management and 
invasive species treatments on public, private and conser-
vation easement properties in a coordinated manner that 
accounts for both landscape-level conditions and prop-
erty-level planning considerations. 

Attend our Dynamic Forests Walk on Guyette Farm in 
Plainfield, MA this fall to see how this land is stewarded 
for diverse natural communities side by side.

Coordinating the 
health of forested 
landscapes across 
public and private 
land is essential 
for the overall 
resilience of New 
England’s forests.

Learn More
MA Woodlands Institute – Riparian Habitat 
Management

	à www.masswoodlands.org/projects/fisheries-
management

Trout Unlimited Conservation Portfolio
	à www.tu.org/conservation

Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture
	à easternbrooktrout.org

Dynamic Forest Restoration Initiative
	à restoration.mountgrace.org

http://www.masswoodlands.org/projects/fisheries-management
http://www.masswoodlands.org/projects/fisheries-management
http://www.tu.org/conservation
http://easternbrooktrout.org
http://restoration.mountgrace.org
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Wood Ducks
BY ALEX WAHLSTROM 

It was one of those muggy, buggy mid-May days when 
I first came upon the expansive wetland complex on the 
far side of Spruce Corner Conservation Area in Ashfield. 
I had to get to the other side to continue marking bound-
aries and saw at first glance, it was a muddy mess that I 
had to walk through. It was no wonder to me that these 
ecosystems are a haven for so many species. Hopping 
from grass tussock to dead log, I made my way across the 
swamp. On the other side, I stopped for lunch and rested 
on a large boulder, watching an Eastern Wood-Pewee feast 
on insects. I wasn’t patient enough to see the beaver, but 
the bright white of freshly chewed sticks gave its presence 
away. The ponds that they construct lead to some of the 
most diverse, important ecosystems in the area, though 
this pond was quiet and peaceful, I could tell it was usu-
ally teaming with wildlife. Exploring this vast diversity of 
insects, forbs, birds, and mammals made me feel like a kid 
again. 

My most recent visit was on a very different day, but my 
awe and reaction stayed the same. The pond was frozen, 
and the woods were covered in a blanket of snow on this 
crisp, early February day. But even in the winter, beaver 
ponds never go silent. I was there with a volunteer, and we 
had the task of installing a wood duck box here, like we did 

the previous week at our Spring Hill Conservation Area 
in Plainfield.  As we walked, we found weaving coyote and 
bobcat tracks, passing through the forest, over marsh and 
frozen pond, alongside the characteristic hop-hop-slide of 
an otter, slipping down the front of the beaver dams, and 
dipping in and out of the icy water. It was clear that the 
pond was anything but asleep.  

We spent the morning exploring the pond, searching for 
suitable trees; strong enough to hold the large box, close to 
the water and open enough to be appealing to the ducks. 
Settling on a medium sized spruce snag, we hung the box 
over the frozen pond, waiting for spring and the ducks to 
return. These boxes were built by a local Boy Scouts Troop 
in the fall of 2020 and now hang at several of FLT’s Con-
servation Areas. Wood Ducks (Aix sponsa) are dependent 
on large tree cavities that are close to the water for their 
nesting sites. They are often found along beaver ponds due 
to the calm, shallow water and abundance of vegetation 
and invertebrates. Wood Ducks do not create their own 
nesting cavity but instead rely on woodpeckers, nature, 
or man-made cavities. Suitable nesting sites limit their 
locations and so, like many other landowners, we put up 
these nesting boxes in hopes of encouraging wood ducks 
to breed in our protected wetlands, and eagerly await their 
arrival in the early days of March.  

Land Steward Alex Wahlstrom

Volunteer Dylan Dresser



Nature 
Explorers 
Series 

Register for these upcoming events on our website

franklinlandtrust.org/events

The Nature Explorers Series 
offers a unique opportunity for com-
munity members to deepen their 
understanding of nature. Attendees 
can expect to explore various aspects 
of local ecosystems, discover the 
intricate relationships between dif-
ferent species, and develop a greater 
appreciation for biodiversity.

The Nature Explorers series is led 
by Cesi Marseglia, a local natural-
ist, gardener, and student of the wild 
world. He studied New England ecol-
ogy and animal tracking at Hamp-
shire College, has worked with native 
plants for close to a decade, and was 
formerly a nature educator for chil-
dren. Introducing others to life in the 
forest in ways they’ve never seen it 
before is his thrill. He loves observing 
nature, and spends his free time in 
the woods, documenting and learn-
ing new things. Cesi lives in Ashfield 
with his loving partner, Liam, and 
introverted black cat, Mina.      
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Spring Ephemerals Walk
SUN, MAY 5 | Buckland | Free

Embark upon a spring ephemeral walk like no other. Join natural-
ist Cesi Marseglia at the Walnut Hill Woods in Buckland. Well over a 
dozen species of spring ephemerals are present at this abundant site, as 
well as many of their minute pollinators. Learn about the intricate and 
specialized relationships between spring ephemerals and the earliest-
to-wake pollinators, how to recognize a rich mesic forest type by its 
tree composition, and how bedrock relates to the proliferation of spring 
ephemerals in certain areas. Bring any poles or mobility devices that 
will allow you to walk uphill and on uneven terrain, and don’t forget 
your hand lens if you want to get a closer look!  

This program has applied for support from the Shelburne Cultural 
Council and the Buckland Cultural Council, local agencies which are sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency. 

Many and Various Warblers: A Bird ID Walk
SAT, MAY 18 | Plainfield | Free

Warblers are difficult birds to see, and even more difficult, in the 
noisy throes of spring, to identify. Come join naturalist Cesi Marseg-
lia at Guyette Farm, and learn how to identify warblers by song and 
by sight, and delight in their colorful return back north! Don’t forget 
to bring your binoculars! 

This program has applied for support from the Plainfield Cultural 
Council, a local agency which is supported by the Mass Cultural Council, 
a state agency. 

http://franklinlandtrust.org/events
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Pollinator Walk
SUN, JUL 21 | Heath | Free

Come learn about native pollinators and pol-
linator plants at the Crowningshield Conserva-
tion Area! The town of Heath, Massachusetts has 
some of the greatest pollinator diversity in the 
state.   Program leader Cesi Marseglia will walk us 
through a preliminary introduction to native bees, 
wasps, and butterflies, while also introducing 
the plants they’re visiting. Why are native plants 
important to native pollinators, and vice versa? 
Do pollinators visit all flowers indiscriminately? 
What about a flower is attractive to its most com-
mon pollinators? These questions and more will 
be answered in the course of our peaceful pollina-
tor stroll.   

This program has applied for support from the 
Heath Cultural Council and the Charlemont-Hawley 
Cultural Council, local agencies which are supported 
by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency. 

Neither Migration Nor 
Hibernation: The Winter 
Adaptations of Animals Who 
Stick it Out 
SAT, NOV 23 | Plainfield | Free

From the enchanting to the disgusting, and 
from the innovative to the just plain weird, ani-
mals who stay active throughout the winter have 
evolved myriad ways to cope with the cold. Join 
Cesi Marseglia at Guyette Farm in Plainfield and 
learn about the ingenious, species-specific adapta-
tions of animals who are awake through the long 
winter months. Maybe you will come away with 
some adaptations of your own!    

This program has applied for support from the 
Plainfield Cultural Council, a local agency which 
is supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency. 

Registration Open 

Edge Hill Trail Race
June 29, 2024
franklinlandtrust.org/edge-hill-trail-race

We're stoked to launch the Edge Hill Trail Race - a 
partnership with Beast Coast Trail Running!  This 
event will showcase the beautiful trails and dirt roads 
of Ashfield, while highlighting many of the trails and 
areas that the Franklin Land Trust has conserved over 
the years.

http://franklinlandtrust.org/edge-hill-trail-race
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Community Events franklinlandtrust.org/events

Mushroom Cultivation Workshop
SAT, APR 27 | 10am – 1pm | Conway | Free
Home grown shiitake mushrooms are a treat to eat! Come join a community work 
party at the Eve-Cowles Tree Farm in Conway, led by local educator Stephen Ban-
nasch. Learn how to make your own edible mushroom spawn-inoculated logs. We’ll 
provide the logs and the mushroom supplies – you supply the elbow grease, to cre-
ate inoculated logs to take away. 
	à Space is limited and pre-registration required. Rain or Shine, light lunch provided. 

Preservation Orchard &  
Carr’s Cider House Tour
SAT, MAY 11 | 1:00 pm | Hadley | Free
Join Land Protection Specialist Liam Cregan and hosts Jonathan Carr and Nicole 
Blum for a tour of Preservation Farm…and sheep and goats. Attendees will meet at 
Carr’s Ciderhouse and carpool to the orchard; all are encouraged to purchase farm 
products or enjoy a glass of cider at Nicole and Jonathan’s outdoor cider garden 
after the event.

Clessons River Farm Tour
SAT, JUN 1 | 10:30 am | Buckland | Free
Join Director of Stewardship Will Sloan Anderson and hosts Melissa and Adam 
Griffin and Paul and Judy Willis as they give a tour of the improvements made at 
Clessons River Farm in Buckland. Highlight will be the recently installed robotic 
milking machine, made by Lely of the Netherlands. Melissa reports that their 53 
milking cows are happier, healthier and 20% more productive. Come and under-
stand why this is and see the future now, on this 330-acre family farm.  
	à Space is limited and pre-registration required.

Our Dynamic Forests
Fall 2024 | Time TBD | Plainfield | Free
Healthy forests are important for clean water, wildlife habitat, wood products, and 
providing climate benefits. Visit Franklin Land Trust’s Guyette Farm to see how 
this 100 acre property provides diverse habitat, from thick young poplar stands to 
towering stately pines. 

Join us for a talk on the dynamic forest and a forest tour to learn how forest plan-
ning and management can build a resilient landscape.

Register for these upcoming events on our website

http://franklinlandtrust.org/events
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Your support matters. 
Thank YOU for making 

a difference!

Read More Online 
  FranklinLandTrust.org

     fltrust
@flandtrust

April 16
Join us for our fifth annual "Give Back to The 
Land Day" on April 16th! The event, which falls on 
the Tuesday before Earth Day, will be a 24-hour 
online giving day to raise funds for the work of the 
Franklin Land Trust, as well as for four other local 
nonprofits, that all work to conserve the fields, 
forests, farms, and waterways in Massachusetts. 
Generous donors are matching online donations 
made before midnight on April 16th!

franklinlandtrust.org/give-back

save the date
August 17
Join us for our 19th Annual D2R2 cycling event! 
With eight different routes, ranging from a 
12-mile Family Ride to a challenging 180K that 
covers many of the secret gravel roads in the 
northern hills of western Mass and southern 
VT, this is a ride not-to-be-missed! 

d2r2.franklinlandtrust.org 

http://FranklinLandTrust.org
http://franklinlandtrust.org/give-back
http://d2r2.franklinlandtrust.org

